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LEADER'S CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE

195TH MEETING

@ 5.00 p.m., Wednesdmy, 6th Mgrch 1978, in fhe
Leader's Room at ‘the House of Commons.

B
e

AcznDA

1. Minutes of the 191st and 192nd Mectings.

2. Future Business.
-

3. Forthcoming Events. -1 K?o «u&..,t‘“f“‘{‘('/ ~
4. Pogt-Ilford Situvation.

. 5, Any other business. [
. N
. . ~
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LEADER'S-CONSUthTIﬁE COMMITTEE

© Minutes of the 196th Meeting held et 5.00 p.m.
i on Wednesday, Bth March 1878, in the leader's
- Room at the House of Commons.

Present: Mrg. Thatcher {(In the Chair)

Mr. Whitelaw, Sir Kelth Joseph,

Loré Hailsham,Lord Thorneycroft

Sir Geoffrey Howe, Mr. Prior,

My, Pym, Sir Ian Gilmour,

Mr. Jenkin, Mr. Peyton, Mr. Neave,
Mr. Heseltine, Mr. St. John Stevas
Mr, Maude, Mr, Nott, ¥rs. Oppenheim,
Mz, Edwards, Mr. King, Mr. Taylor.

Mr. Atkins . i

In Attendance: Lord Strathcona, Lord Denham,
Sir Michael Havers, Mr. Butler,
Mr., Ridley, Mr,. Nicholson.

Apologles: . Lord Carrington, Mr. Davies.

1. Proposed Business for the Weslk 13th-23rd March

On Monday, l3th March, there would be a debate on the
Defence White Paper. This would be followed by Proceedings
on the Commonwealth Development Corporatlon BIll, the
Northern Ireland (Emergeney Provisions) Bill and on the
Refuse Disposal. {Amenity) Bill, and by a Prayer on the
Fiduciary Note Issue {Extension of Perlod) Order (¥r. Lawson) .

On Tueaday, l4th March, Mr, Allaun would se
introduce his Mortgages Bill under the 10 Minute
would be followed by a debate on the Defence White iz
by a Motion on the Industris) Tralning Levy Craglneasi
order., I

On Wednesday, 15th Harch, Fv. G. Janner would seek lzave
4o introduce his Represensution of the People (Deposits smad
Nominatlons) Bill under the 1D Minute Rule. Thls would be
followed by the Second Reading of “the Trustee Savings. Banks
Bill (Mr. Tapseli) and. by the.Remaining Stages of the
Enployment Subsidies Bill (Mr, Hayhoe) and of the Local
Government (Scotlend) Bill. This would be followed by a
Motion on the Prevention of Terrorism {Temporary Provisions)
Aet 1975, '

on Thursday 16th March, there would be a debate on the
White Paper on the Government's Expenditure Plans from
1978-78 to 1881-82 (Sir Geoffrey Howe, Mr. Lawson). This
would .be followed by a Motien on EEC Documents COM (77} 620
and R/2355/77 on Economic and Monetary Unity and National
Economlc. Poligsles.
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. -on Friday, 17th March, there would be the Private
Member's Moticns of Mr. P. Bottomley {(on Family Policy, Politics
ard Soclety), Mr. Litterick and Mr. Cormack.

on‘Monday, 20th March, there would be Procesdings
on the Consolidated Fund Bill.. P

- on’ Tuesday, 21st March, there would be a Motion on EEC
Documents R/3200 and R/3200/77. Add. 1 on Agriculture Price
Proposals and Documents R/27/78 on Milk. - This would be
followed by & Motion on EEC Documents R/3197/77 and R/318§7
Add. 1, R/3270/77 and R/402/78 on Mediterranean Agriculture
and the Wine Sector. : : . .

On Wednesday, 22nd March, there would be a debate on
¢he Windsaale Inquiry Repoft (Mr. Heseltine, Mr. King).
This would be followed by & Motion on EEC Bocument $/2077/77
on Cyprus.

Oon Thuraday, 23rd March, the House would adjeurn for the
Easter Recess.

2 Matters Arising on Business
There was a discussion and the following was agreed:

(1) There would not be a foreign affalrs speaker in
the debate on the DPefence White Paper; the defence team wouls?
handle the debate, and no decision ebout an amendment would b
made until we had seen the Government's motlon.

($1)  Sir Mickasl Havers would speak on the motion on
the Prevention of Terrcrism on Wednesday, 15th March. There
would be a running two-line whip for that évening.

{111) As Mr. Jenkin would not be present, Mrs. Chalker
would be invited to speak in the debate on Nr. Botiomley's
Private Member's Motion on family policy an 17th Mexch,

(iv) Mr. Jopling would speak in the debate
metion on the EEC documents on agriculture on Z1s%

Lolne

(v) 1f, as expecle.
debate on the Windscals o
draw attention to this faut :¢k to embarrass the
Government. If there was a wote at the end of thzi debuie we
ghould prepare to vote in atieugth in support of the Tiepert.

Yr., lenr did not speak 1 e
ry wiport on 22nd March, wo should

3, _Tlford North By-Electicu

" 'There wes a short discussion and it was noted that
complacency after the Gallup poll the previgus day and heavy
rain were among the factors which had prevented us gaining an
gven greater swing. It was agreed that 1t would be
appropriate to thank, through the Buslness Commlttee, .those
MPs who had come in such humbers to help with the campaign.

4. Fortheeming Events’
There was a discussion of a number of matters:

{1) Mr. King reported on the Liberal manoeuvres over
Mr. Benn's Electriecity Bill. It was apresd we should not
help Mr. Benn out of his difficultles; ws should also avold
being saddled with the responsibility for killing the Bill.
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{11) ¥r. Whitelaw reported on the progress of the
Report of the Select Committes on Immigration. It was sgreed
that we would continue to indicate that we would need to see
the Select Committee's conclusions before publishing our own
propesals,

(iv) It was agreed that if there were a Supply Day
in the week after Easter we should offer 1t to the minor partles.

{v) It wag agreed that we needed to meke & reasonable
camment .on Lord Pearson's Report on compansation for injury
which was expected imminently. Mr. Jenkin would liaise with
Mrs. Oppenheim, Sir Michael Havers or Mr, lan Perclval and
with Mr. Hurd so far as Eurcpean practice was toncereed.

{vi) Tt was noted that Lord Justice Edmund Davies!'
committee was not expected te report until after the Pollce
Federation Conference in May which the Home BSecretary was not
expected to attend. It waes agreed that we should concentrate
our attack on police strengths in particular. We should obtain
from backbenchers good cases of undermanning of peolice stations
in different parts of the country.

{vili} Thers was a brief discussion on the Home Secretary's

attempt to deport the Ku Klux Klan leader who had come to

Britain to recruit support. It was agreed that there was no
case for us saylng whather the decision to exclude or deport

him was correct, and should pelnt cut that the Home Secretary

of the day should know far more than the Oppesitlion knew about

the circumstances and background and he should therefore make

his decislon in the light of evidence and stick to 1t. Wwe

should simply attack Mr. Rees' incompstence and pusillanimity.

The meeting closed at .10 p..m
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