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BACKGROUND 

You asked the C h a n c e l l o r of the Duchy of L a n c a s t e r to o u t l i n e the p r e s e n t 


state of the l e g i s l a t i v e p r o g r a m m e a t Cabinet t o m o r r o w . The C h a n c e l l o r of the 

Duchy has set out the m o s t r e c e n t p o s i t i o n i n h i s m i n u t e of 16th October, c o p i e d 

to the C h a n c e l l o r of the Exchequer, the L o r d P r e s i d e n t and the Chief Whip but 

not to o t h e r m e m b e r s of the Cabinet. 

H A N D L I N G 

2. You w i l l want the C h a n c e l l o r of the Duchy to give his o r a l r e p o r t . He 


i s l i k e l y to s u m m a r i s e the i n f o r m a t i o n on p a r t i c u l a r B i l l s w h i c h he gave you i n 

his m i n u t e , and to make t h r e e g e n e r a l p o i n t s 

( i )	 Some B i l l s a r e l a t e r than w e r e o r i g i n a l l y planned (e. g. Housing; 

L o c a l Government, P l a n n i n g and Land; T r a n s p o r t ; and to a l e s s e r 

extent E d u c a t i o n and P r o t e c t i o n of O f f i c i a l I n f o r m a t i o n ) , but t h e r e i s 

no q u e s t i o n at t h i s stage of h a v i n g to d r o p any b i l l s f r o m the p r o g r a m m e 

f o r l a c k of P a r l i a m e n t a r y t i m e . 


( i i )	 T h e r e w i l l , however, be d i f f i c u l t y i n m e e t i n g the d e a d l i n e s f o r some of 

those B i l l s w h i c h need e a r l y R o y a l A s s e n t - e.g. I n d u s t r y , E d u c a t i o n , 

T r a n s p o r t , A e r o s p a c e , S h i p b u i l d i n g , Coal I n d u s t r y . P r i o r i t y w i l l be 

given to the I n d u s t r y B i l l and to o t h e r s w h i c h a r e i m p o r t a n t f o r the 

Chancellor's Budget s t r a t e g y , 


( i i i )	 E v e r y e f f o r t m u s t be made to p r e v e n t any f u r t h e r s l i p p a g e , w h i c h c o u l d 

a f f e c t not o n l y the t i m e t a b l e f o r the B i l l c o n c e r n e d but also of the 

p r o g r a m m e as a whole. Bu s i n e s s w i l l a l r e a d y be congested at c e r t a i n 

p e r i o d s i n both Houses: any slippage w i l l make the cong e s t i o n w o r s e . 


3. You m i g h t ask the Chief Whip to add any f u r t h e r p o i n t s , and then give the 

L o r d C h a n c e l l o r an o p p o r t u n i t y to c o m m ent as C h a i r m a n of the L e g i s l a t i o n 

C o m m i t t e e . He i s l i k e l y to r e i n f o r c e ( i i i ) above and to argue t h a t D e p a r t m e n t s 
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m u s t ensure that policy issues are resolved in good t ime before a Bill is due 

to be taken at L C o m m i t t e e and introduced in Par l iament . H e will have 

particularly in m i n d the Protection of Official Information Bill, which the 

H o m  e Secretary withdrew f r o m consideration at L C o m m i t t e e earlier this w e e k 

because of an unresolved d isagreement with the T r e a s u r y and other D e p a r t m e n t s 

about the treatment of nationalised industries. This d i sagreement m a  y be 

settled this afternoon, but if not you will w a n t to resist any suggestion that it 

should be resolved at Cabinet without notice to the Ministers concerned. If the 

H o m  e Secretary cannot reach a g r e e m e n t in bilateral discussion with other 

Ministers, he will bring the matter to the H o m  e and Social Affairs C o m m i t t e e 

next w e e k . H e will in any event w a n t the Bill to be introduced as soon as 

possible, since it is urgently needed to provide business in the H o u s e of L o r d s . 

4. Y o u might next invite c o m m e n t s f r o m the L o r d President f r o m the point 

of v iew of the H o u s e of L o r d s . 

5. Y o u will not w a n t any subsequent discussion to be prolonged, but you will 

want to satisfy yourself that good progress is being m a d  e with those Bills to which 

the G o v e r n m e n t are m o s t strongly c o m m i t t e d - especially perhaps Education, 

Housing and T r a d e s U n i o n s . 

6. P a r a g r a p h 5 of the Chancellor of the D u c h y ' s minute deals with 

guillotine mot ions . It i s probably best to leave the matter to be considered 

between the Chancellor of the D u c h y , the Chief W h i p and the Minister sponsoring 

the Bill w h e n the t ime c o m e s . (It s e e m s likely, h o w e v e r , that the Industry Bill 

will need to be guillotined before C h r i s t m a s if it is to reach Royal A s s e n t by the 

end of M a r c h . ) Other points on the handling of particular Bills should also be 

left for separate discussion with the Chancellor of the D u c h y w h e r e v e r possible. 
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7. Y o u need not seek any specific decisions at this stage but, subject to the 

discussion, the Cabinet might endorse the need for: 

(i)	 priority to be given to those Bills which require early Roya l A s s e n t in 

order to achieve early financial benefits i.e. Industry, Education, 

Transport , A e r o s p a c e . 
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(ii) Further slippage to be avoided; and 

(iii) policy differences to be resolved in good t ime before the Bill is due at 

Legislation C o m m i t t e e . 

Otherwise the handling of particular Bills m i g h t be left to the Chancellor of the 

D u c h y , the L o r d President and the two Chief W h i p s , in consultation with the 

sponsoring Ministers and reporting to yourself and to colleagues in Cabinet in 

good t ime if serious difficulty s e e m s likely to occur . 

(John Hunt) 

17th October , 1979 
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