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LEADER®S - CONSULTATIVE COMHITIEE

Minutes of the 109th Meetiug held at 5,00 pm.
on Wednesday, Sth Mat_y 1976, in the Leaderfs
Room at the e of Commone.

Present ! Mrs, Thatcher (in the Chair)

Mr. Whitelaw, Sir Keith Joseph,

Lovd Carrington, lord Iailsham,

My, Maudling, Sir GeufEreg Howe,
Mr. Prior, Mr, Pgm, Mr, Gilmour,
Hx. Peyton, Mr. St. John-Stevas,
Yir, Ralson, Mr. Mawle,

Mr. Buchsnan-Smith, Mr, Edwards,
Me, Neave, Mrs, Oppenheim,

Mry Biffen, lord rneyerefty.

In attendance: My, Butler, Mr. Stanley,
¥r, Patten, kr. Ridley,
Mr. Hicholson, Mr. Wynn.

‘Apologies : Mr, Jenkin, Hr, Heseltine.

Propored Business for the Week 10rh-lith May

On Monday, 10ch May, there would be the Remsining Stages of
the Local Government (Miscellameour Provisiono)} Bill (Mr, Speed,
Mx. Mpryis) and of the Agricultvre (Miscellaneous Provisions) 311l
(Mr, Pym, Mri Joplingl.

On Dwesday, llth May, Mr. Tony Durant would seek leave to
intraduce his Parlizmentary Comuissloner for the Nationslised
Industries Bill under the 10 Minute Rule, This would be followed
by Progress in Committee on the Finance Bill (Sir Geoffrey Howe).

On Wednesday, 12th May, Mr. Nicholas Fairbairn would seels
leave to introduce his Crimipal Profits (Expropriation) Bill under
the 10 Minute Rule., This would be followsd by & prl{ Day with
a subject to be decided and by a Prayer on the National Freight
Coxpoxation (Comzencing Capital Debt) Order (Mr, Fowler).

On Thursday, 13th Mag, there would be furtner progress in
Comnlttee on the Finance Bill (Six Geoftrey Howe)s

On Friday, 14th May, there would be Private Membeys' Bills:
the Remaining Stages of Mr, Peter Thomas's Dangerous Wild Andmals
Bill and Mr, Andrew Bowden®s Food and Drugs (Control of Food
Premises) Bill and the Second Reading of the Mr. Stephen Ross's
and Mr. Grahan Page's 3ills.

Subtects for Future Supply Davs
There was a discussion and it was agreed that:
1) He would debate the estimates for the Royal Navy on 1Zth May.

i:} It was desirable to seek to debate the following subjects on
future Supply Dag;d(ar half Supply Days):= rural transport; the
situation in Cambodfa; compulsory purchase} the future of London’s
deekland; the Lancaster Univerzity report on educational standaxds;
the Price Check scheme and the Govermment's handling of prices
pelicy. .

111) Members were Iinvited to Erepare, tn conjunction with the

Research Pepartment, for possible early debates on the above
subjecta,
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Recegion of Commpnwealth Immigrants -

Mz, Wiitelaw reported on the difficulties that had arisen
when immigrants with Dritish passports srrived at Gatwick aud
HReathrow alrports as part of the guota but without funds. Some
embarrassnent had been caused by arrangements made by the
relevant local authéritiés to house some of thesa immigrants
cenpoTarily.

It waa ‘8, ad thac we should exam:.ne tha practical aspects of
recept: Bach Lumigrants, .end invéstigate whether cemtral
Govemment m!.ght hBIp wirh [ enper tmnporary accomndar.inn.

Foteim Affaive. (-

x  Ma :ceported that t.hu pregent session of the Law of
the Seh q;p?% Yo&i:[.‘ld end pg!{ tio- days. I was soreed that we
shnuldug for an’early statement. fThe SERNGW YEBIAEY endorned
Mr, Ma ltng‘a !.ntenr.:.on to- Vislt? Southewn Africa.

Dewlut;m.and tha Scottiah Canference
Mr, Whitelaw reported on ‘the 1ine that he would take in hig
ech to the Scottish 'Party Conference, 13th=15th May, adding
that he had consulted a‘wide ‘rauge of Scottish MPs, candidates anc
eonstituensy chairmen, -

There wés & discusslon and Mr. Whitelaw's geneval approach
was_pgreed, vizt

Yt wasc mot desirablas .to remage on our commitinent to & diractly
ele.cced Scol:tlsh Asgenbly, == :

i) Tf we remained £ixm on (1) we ghould be In a position to be

_able tg vote, asainal; ‘the Govenmenl: 2111 on devolution whenever it

came forward. It was not desiréble to set wp an extre and
expengive tier of Government, and we sawthe:Scottish Assembly. as
assisting the werh of the Yestmunster Parliament on Scottisa
busiqeps, - perat.:h:g pemapp a4 & Vthipd" Houge of Parlisment, A
regervation was ed,” about whether all our Scottish

. MPs would be’ p;ppared to vote ngainat the Government Bill.

111) Before pursuing the questton of the mumber of Scottish seats
at either the Spealerts. Conference or in Commitiee gn the
Devolution Bill, we should investigate whether it would, in fact,
be Lo pur advantage to.reduce:the number of seats In Scotlend.

iv) Althdugh the Gnnstitutitmal Committee had not supported the
idea of a referendun on’ devolution, we should not rule this out as
2 long tern possibillty.

v)  Mt. Whicelaw would explain hig ‘approach to the Executive of the
1922 Committee ¢n the following night and would explain it to the
L}anstitttiqngl Gom.tt:t_ee on Shursday, k3th HMay.

Tuture n-.eeLi.ﬂgs ’ e .

1t was agrveed to maet to discuas reports from Policy Groups onm
the following dates: Monday 7th June 3,00-6,00 pm; Monday
21lst June 3.00~6.00 gm Fr!.day an July 10,00«1.00 pm; and
bonday 12th July 3.00-6.00

ture 1n fales Tl s

2d to his paper ‘Besponsibility fox .hgti-

; ;,I!.OB) and’ said that in & speech o

ahed to express sipport for tha proposal to

3 na;Lb ‘..:Lty for He 1 nh agticulture to the Secretary
. It ‘wai ng:e t he would clear this passage

in hia speecu with Mes. Thatcher, Mr. N‘h!.ralaw and Mr, Pym,.

The meeting clozed at 6412 .
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