PUBLIC OPINION BACKGROUND NOTE 118
(produced 20th June 1982)

Introduction

The results of our latest Gallup 'tracking' study are the same as the results

Gallup survey published in the Daily Telegraph on 17th June. The survey was conducted from
9th to 14th June - before the Argentine surrender in the Falklands. The survey found 45%
claiming they would vote Conservative, 25% Labour, 18%% Social Democrat and 10% Liberal.
These results represent a slight drop in Conservative support compared with the result of
our unpublished study conducted 2/7 June. Labour support showed a slight increase over the
same period, Social Democrat support increased by four percentage points, although Liberal
support fell slightly. It is worth comparing the results of the latest Gallup published
séy with previous published studies:-
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First Gallup post-Election survey
Published Polls
Includes those saying they would -+ ‘ the Alliance

The Gallup study was conducted from 9th to 14th Jun however the M.0.R.I.
in the Sunday Times (20th June) was conducted on th June and found
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a5 Published Polls

(a) M.O0.R.I. (Sunday Times 20th June 1982)

The Sunday Times on 20th June included details of a M.0.R.I. poll conducted on Friday
June. The results of the voting intention part of this poll are considered in the
tion to this note.

When M.O.R.I. asked about attitudes to the Government's actions on the Falkland Islands
found 81% of the electorate taking the view that despite the loss of lives it was right
send the task force (only 14% disagreed).

M.0.R.I. found two-thirds of the electorate claiming that Britain is more united because of
the conflict. On the question of Britain's standing in the world 69% thought that our
handling of the dispute would improve it. (only 8% thought it would decrease our standing).

Th urvey also asked a number of questions on attitudes to the health service and British
Rail dispute. M.O.R.I. found 85% of the electorate believe that the nurses should get more
than the 6.4% pay increase they have been offered. They found 52% would support them if they
took strike action to get an improved pay settlement. M.0.R.I. found strong support for other
health workers. Three electors in five thought that the 4% offer to health workers is too
little. However a majority thought they would not be justified in striking for a better
increase.

M.0.R.I. found very little support for the rail workers - only one in four electors believe
4 K 3
British Rail should increase its 5% pay offer and 77% thought a rail strike is not Jjustified.

(b) Gallup (Daily Telegraph 17th June 1982)

The Daily Telegraph on 17th June 1982 included 't 1 of a Gallup survey conducted 9/14th
e

June. The results of the voting intention ques ) nsidered above. Gallup also asked
respondents whether a number of them made them avourable or less favourable towards
the Government. The results are shown below:-
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