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l "W f c W l v l J o h ns <4 ! " !ryH o  n of o,  N ° t t M  P The Rt Hon F e t e r Walke r M P y  o i State for D efence M i n i s t e r of A g r i c u l t u r e , F i s h e r i e s and Food to. 
S t a t e for the E n v i ronment 

--•non Nicholas Edwards M P 
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_ T H E F O L L O W I N G W E R E A L S O P R E S E N T 

A t t 0 t | * e y (jjj l r M i c h  a e l H a v e r s Q C M P The Rt Hon M i c h a e l Jop l ing M P 
e r a l P a r l i a m e n t a r y Sec re ta ry , T r e a s u r y 

S E C R E T A R I A T 

S i r Rober t A r m s t r o n g 
M r R L W a d e - G e r y 
M r D H C o l v i n 

S U B J E C T Page 

F A L K L A N D I S L A N D S 


P o s s i b l e E m e r g e n c y L e g i s l a t i o n


C u r r e n t Situation 


i i 
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'LA^Dg ^  e Cabinet had before them a Note by the Sec re t a ry of the Cabinet 
(C(82) 13) cover ing a r ev i s ed p r in t of a poss ib le F a l k l a n d Islands 
E m e r g e n c y B i l l ; and a minute of 16 A p r i l to the P r i m e M i n i s t e r f r o m 
the Home Secre ta ry commenting on the case for e a r l y l e g i s l a t i o n . 

H S 8 i b l e 

, t r>erge i l Cy T H E H O M E S E C R E T A R Y said that i n his view no act ion should be taken 
o n

F

p8is la t i  * n present c i r cums tances to introduce emergency l e g i s l a t i o n . If the 
s i tuat ion changed the exis t ing draft B i l l could be brought fo rward ve ry 

e v iou  r ap id ly . It would then provide a f r amework under which Defence s

| * e r e n C e , Regulat ions could be made as requ i red , subject to aff i rmat ive re so lu t ion . 
) 17th Such Regulat ions could i f necessa ry have re t rospec t ive fo rce . 

r*ite 1 ' T H E S E C R E T A R Y O F S T A T E F O R T R A D E said that i n ce r t a in 
c i r cums tances the l ack of emergency l eg i s l a t i on could l i m i t the scope 
for ac t ion by the Government ; but no major d i f f icul ty was ant ic ipated, 

T H E P R I M E M I N I S T E R , summing up the d i s cus s ion , said that there 
seemed to be no case for l e g i s l a t i o n i n present c i r c u m s t a n c e s . The 
draft B i l l should be held ready for e a r l y in t roduct ion by the Home 
Sec re t a ry i f r equ i red at a la te r stage. 

The Cabinet ­

1^ Took note. 

F a t i on The Cabinet had before them a Note by the Secre ta ry of the Cabinet 
(C(82) 15) to which were attached draft p roposa l s for a sett lement 

6 ?V*°Us r ece ived on 19 A p r i l f r o m the United States Sec re t a ry of State, 
Er/ 6 r e i lce; r^  H a i g , and for compar i son the e a r l i e r draft agreed between h i m and 
L ) l7i-v, B r i t i s h - M i n i s t e r s the previous week. 

l ute z ' T H E F O R E I G N A N D C O M M O N W E A L T H S E C R E T A R Y said that the 
lates t p roposa l s communicated by M r H a i g after h i s second v i s i t to 
Buenos A i r e s were unsa t i s fac tory i n a number of impor tan t respects . 
A s the F r i m e M i n i s t e r had in fo rmed P a r l i a m e n t e a r l i e r that afternoon, 
he h i m s e l f would be v i s i t i n g Washington on 22 A p r i l . He would be 
putting counte r -proposa ls to M r H a i g , who was h i m s e l f c l e a r l y 
disappointed by the resul ts of h i s talks i n Buenos A i r e s and did not 
appear to rule out continuing h is attempts at negotiating a sett lement. 

T H E P R I M E M I N I S T E R , summing up the d i s cus s ion , said that m a x i m u m 
d ip loma t i c , economic and m i l i t a r y p r e s su re would need to be exerted i f 
the Argen t ine Government were to be brought to agree to acceptable 
p r o v i s i o n s i n three c r u c i a l a reas i n p a r t i c u l a r : wi thdrawal a r range­
ments; the i n t e r i m admin i s t r a t ion ; and p r o v i s i o n for negotiating a 
defini t ive solut ion . Meanwhi le i t was impor tant to p rese rve the 
conf ident ia l i ty of the draft p roposa l s , and comment should be kept to a 
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m i n i m u m . She would arrange for the P r e s s to be told that the 
Cabinet had taken stock of the present pos i t ion , p a r t i c u l a r l y i n the 
l ight of the Argent ine proposals communicated by M r H a i g and of the 
F o r e i g n and Commonweal th Sec re t a ry ' s for thcoming v i s i t to Washington. 

The Cabinet ­

2. Took note. 

Cabinet Office 

21 A p r i l 1982 
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