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PREMIER HUA GUOFENG'S V I S I T : OBJECTIVES AND BRIEFING 


1. As you know, t h e C h i n e s e P r e m i e r Hua G u o f e n g w i l l be m a k i n g an 

o f f i c i a l v i s i t t o t h i s c o u n t r y f r o m 28 O c t o b e r t o 3 November. He 

w i l l come h e r e f r o m F r a n c e and Germany and b e f o r e a v i s i t t o I t a l y . 

He w i l l be a c c o m p a n i e d by V i c e P r e m i e r Yu Q i u l i , F o r e i g n M i n i s t e r 

Huang Hua, and f o u r V i c e M i n i s t e r s ( o f F o r e i g n A f f a i r s , P l a n n i n g , 

F o r e i g n T r a d e and P u b l i c S e c u r i t y ) . 


2. T h i s w i l l be t h e f i r s t t i m e a C h i n e s e P r i m e M i n i s t e r has 

v i s i t e d B r i t a i n , and Hua's f i r s t v i s i t t o W e s t e r n E u r o p e . A 

v i s i t at t h i s l e v e l i s u n l i k e l y t o be r e p e a t e d f o r a l o n g t i m e : 

a n d , as Hua i s e f f e c t i v e l y , t h o u g h not i n name, Head of S t a t e as 

w e l l as G o v e r n m e n t , i t r e p r e s e n t s a u n i q u e o p p o r t u n i t y f o r us t o 

i n f l u e n c e and i m p r e s s C h i n e s e p o l i t i c a l , e c o n o m i c and c o m m e r c i a l 

t h i n k i n g a t t h e h i g h e s t l e v e l . 


3. The t i m i n g i s p a r t i c u l a r l y a p p r o p r i a t e . S i n c e t h e f a l l o f 

the'"Gangof F o u r * a n d t h e r e t u r n t o power o f V i c e P r e m i e r Deng 

X i a o p i n g , t h e C h i n e s e l e a d e r s h i p have been i n c r e a s i n g l y l o o k i n g 

t o b r o a d e n t h e s c o p e of t h e i r p o l i t i c a l and c o m m e r c i a l c o o p e r a t i o n 

w i t h t h e West. They see t h e West b o t h as a b u l w a r k a g a i n s t t h e 

S o v i e t U n i o n , and as a v i t a l s o u r c e o f t h e modern t e c h n o l o g y t h e y 

need f o r t h e i r e c o n o m i c m o d e r n i s a t i o n . Our own b i l a t e r a l r e l a t i o n s 

w i t h C h i n a have become s u b s t a n t i a l l y c l o s e r u n d e r t h e new C h i n e s e 

l e a d e r s h i p and o u r b i l a t e r a l t r a d e and c o o p e r a t i o n o v e r Hong Kong 

have b o t h i m p r o v e d . Hua's v i s i t o f f e r s us t h e o p p o r t u n i t y b o t h 

t o c a r r y t h i s p r o c e s s f u r t h e r , and a l s o t o make an i m p o r t a n t 

c o n t r i b u t i o n t o t h e f u r t h e r s t r e n g t h e n i n g of t h e West's o v e r a l l 

r e l a t i o n s h i p w i t h C h i n a . 


4. The programme f o r Hua's v i s i t w i l l p r o b a b l y i n c l u d e two 

s e s s i o n s of t a l k s w i t h t h e P r i m e M i n i s t e r and an e x c h a n g e of 

d i n n e r s ; l u n c h at B u c k i n g h a m P a l a c e ; e n t e r t a i n m e n t by t h e Duke of 

Kent (as V i c e C h a i r m a n o f t h e B O i B ) , t h e L o r d Mayor o f L o n d o n , 

the G o v e r n o r of t h e Bank of E n g l a n d , and t h e S p e a k e r ; and i n d u s t r i a l 

and c o m m e r c i a l v i s i t s i n s i d e and o u t s i d e L o n d o n . We a r e a l s o 

c o n s i d e r i n g , i n c o n s u l t a t i o n w i t h o t h e r d e p a r t m e n t s and t h e C h i n e s e 

as a p p r o p r i a t e , t h e p o s s i b i l i t y o f c o n c l u d i n g an A i r S e r v i c e s 

A g r e e m e n t , a C u l t u r a l A g r e e m e n t , a T r a d e P r o t o c o l or an U n d e r s t a n d i n g 

on A g r i c u l t u r a l C o o p e r a t i o n i n t i m e f o r s i g n a t u r e d u r i n g t h e v i s i t . 
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5. Our p r i n c i p a l o b j e c t i v e s f o r t h e v i s i t w i l l be t o i m p r e s s 

Hua w i t h B r i t a i n as a s t a b l e and p r o s p e r o u s s o c i e t y , and as a 

s o u r c e o f t o p - l e v e l i n d u s t r i a l , a g r i c u l t u r a l , e n e r g y and d e f e n c e 

e q u i p m e n t and t e c h n o l o g y ; t o e s t a b l i s h at t h e h i g h e s t l e v e l a 

p r o d u c t i v e and u n d e r s t a n d i n g r e l a t i o n s h i p b e t w e en C h i n a and 

B r i t a i n ; t o e n c o u r a g e t h e C h i n e s e Government i n g e n e r a l t o p l a y 

a more a c t i v e and r e s p o n s i b l e r o l e i n i n t e r n a t i o n a l a f f a i r s ; t o 

p r o b e Hua's v i e w s on r e l a t i o n s w i t h t h e S o v i e t U n i o n and t o put 

our.own v i e w s t o him; and t o i n f l u e n c e h i s t h i n k i n g on o t h e r 

i s s u e s , p a r t i c u l a r l y t h o s e of s p e c i a l c o n c e r n t o us (eg S o u t h e r n 

A f r i c a ) . 


6. The P r i m e M i n i s t e r s h o u l d a l s o be a d v i s e d t o d i s c u s s A s i a , 

p a r t i c u l a r l y I n d o c h i n a , and C h i n a ' s r o l e i n t h e a r e a ; t r a d e and 

d e f e n c e s a l e s ; and Hong Kong. A number of o t h e r b i l a t e r a l 

i s s u e s c o u l d a l s o u s e f u l l y be r a i s e d b r i e f l y . 


7. We w o u l d not e x p e c t t h e C h i n e s e t o want a d e t a i l e d f o r m a l 

a g e n d a , but we w o u l d need t o a g r e e w i t h them on t h e main t o p i c s 

t o be d i s c u s s e d , w i t h t h e b i l a t e r a l i s s u e s t o be c o v e r e d i n t h e 

Second S e s s i o n . We w o u l d e x p e c t t h a t t h e P r i m e M i n i s t e r w o u l d 

w i s h t h a t , i n a d d i t i o n t o t h e F o r e i g n and Commonwealth S e c r e t a r y , 

t h e S e c r e t a r i e s of S t a t e f o r T r a d e , I n d u s t r y , and D e f e n c e s h o u l d 

be p r e s e n t f o r t h e Second S e s s i o n . T h e r e may a l s o be p a r a l l e l 

t a l k s w i t h F o r e i g n M i n i s t e r Huang Hua, and p o s s i b l y (on e c o n o m i c 

s u b j e c t s ) w i t h V i c e P r e m i e r Yu Q i u l i , whose p o s i t i o n as M i n i s t e r 

i n C harge of t h e S t a t e P l a n n i n g C o m m i s s i o n g i v e s him p a r t i c u l a r 

i n f l u e n c e on d e c i s i o n s a f f e c t i n g t h e C h i n e s e economy, e x t e r n a l l y 

as w e l l as i n t e r n a l l y . 


8. The S o v i e t U n i o n w i l l be w a t c h i n g Hua's v i s i t w i t h c l o s e 

a t t e n t i o n . A l t h o u g h t h e C h i n e s e and t h e R u s s i a n s have a g r e e d t o 

s t a r t t a l k s a b o ut t h e i r r e l a t i o n s i n S e p t e m b e r , t h o s e r e l a t i o n s 

a r e l i k e l y t o r e m a i n h o s t i l e . The C h i n e s e may w e l l hope t h a t 

Hua's v i s i t t o W e s t e r n E u r o p e t h i s autumn w i l l i n e f f e c t " p l a y 

t h e E u r o p e a n c a r d " a g a i n s t t h e R u s s i a n s by e n c o u r a g i n g t h e v i e w 

t h a t t h e r e e x i s t s a f o r m of t a c t i c a l , a n t i - S o v i e t a l l i a n c e 

between C h i n a and W e s t e r n E u r o p e . T h i s i s a p o i n t on w h i c h t h e 

R u s s i a n s have shown t h e m s e l v e s t o be e x t r e m e l y s e n s i t i v e and t h e y 

w i l l be w a t c h i n g f o r any s i g n t h a t t h e West E u r o p e a n s , and t h e U n i t e d 

Kingdom i n p a r t i c u l a r , a r e w i l l i n g t o s i d e w i t h C h i n a a g a i n s t 

R u s s i a . We s h o u l d t h e r e f o r e t a e c a r e t o a v o i d p u b l i c s t a t e m e n t s 

d u r i n g t h e v i s i t w h i c h m i g h t u n n e c e s s a r i l y damage ou r r e l a t i o n s 


w i t h t h e S o v i e t U n i o n , w h i c h a r e c u r r e n t l y somewhat i m p r o v e d . 


/ 9. I e n c l o s e at Annex A a l i s t of s u g g e s t e d o b j e c t i v e s f o r t h e 

/ v i s i t , and at Annex B a l i s t of s u g g e s t e d b r i e f s . 
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C o p i es t o : 


S i r K e n n e t h C l u c a s KCB 

D e p a r t m e n t of T r a d e 


S i r P e t e r C a r e y KCB 

D e p a r t m e n t of I n d u s t r y 


S i r F r a n k C o o p e r 6CB CMG 

M i n i s t r y o f D e f e n c e 


S i r D o u g l a s Uass KCB 

HM T r e a s u r y 


S i r J a c k Rampton KCB 

D e p a r t m e n t of E n e r g y 


S i r James H a m i l t o n KCB MBE 

D e p a r t m e n t of E d u c a t i o n and S c i e n c e 


S i r P e t e r B a l d w i n KCB 

Department of T r a n s p o r t 


B D Hayes Esq CB 

M i n i s t r y o f A g r i c u l t u r e , F i s h e r i e s and Food 


M O'D B A l e x a n d e r E s q 

Number 10 Downing S t r e e t 
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ANNEX	 A 


P R E M I E R HUA'S V I S I T TO LONDON 


UK O B J E C T I V E S 


1. To i m p r e s s P r e m i e r Hua w i t h B r i t a i n a s a s t a b l e a n d 


p r o s p e r o u s s o c i e t y ; a s a r e l i a b l e a n d i m p o r t a n t i n t e r l o c u t o r 


on i n t e r n a t i o n a l i s s u e s ; a n d as a m a j o r s o u r c e o f a d v a n c e d 


t e c h n o l o g y . 


2. T h r o u g h a f r a n k e x c h a n g e o f v i e w s , t o e s t a b l i s h a 


w o r k i n g u n d e r s t a n d i n g w i t h t h e C h i n e s e G o v e r n m e n t a t t h e h i g h e s t 


l e v e l ; i n p a r t i c u l a r : 


( a )	 t o e x p l a i n t o P r e m i e r Hua HMG's w o r l d v i e w , e s p e c i a l l y 


o n t h e S o v i e t U n i o n a n d E a s t / W e s t r e l a t i o n s ; t o p r o b e 


C h i n e s e i n t e n t i o n s c o n c e r n i n g S i n o - S o v i e t r e l a t i o n s , a n d 


C h i n e s e p o l i c y i n S o u t h E a s t A s i a ; 


( b )	 t o s e e k P r e m i e r H u a ' s s u p p o r t , o r u n d e r s t a n d i n g , f o r 

HMG's p o l i c i e s on i n t e r n a t i o n a l i s s u e s o f p a r t i c u l a r 


c o n c e r n t o u s , p a r t i c u l a r l y S o u t h e r n A f r i c a ; 


K c ) t o e n c o u r a g e t h e C h i n e s e G o v e r n m e n t t o t a k e an i n c r e a s i n g l y 


a c t i v e p a r t i n m u l t i l a t e r a l d i s c u s s i o n s . 


3. To r e a f f i r m o u r e x p e c t a t i o n t h a t t h e C h i n e s e G o v e r n m e n t , 


f o l l o w i n g t h e many e x c h a n g e s o f d e l e g a t i o n s a n d t h e i r e c o n o m i c 


r e a s s e s s m e n t , w i l l p l a c e s u b s t a n t i a l o r d e r s w i t h B r i t i s h 


f i r m s i n t h e n e a r f u t u r e f o r i n d u s t r i a l , a g r i c u l t u r a l , e n e r g y 


a n d d e f e n c e e q u i p m e n t . 


4. To r e a f f i r m o u r i n t e r e s t i n e x p a n d i n g t h e s c o p e o f o u r 


e d u c a t i o n a l , c u l t u r a l , s c i e n t i f i c a n d t e c h n o l o g i c a l e x c h a n g e s 


w i t h C h i n a . 


5. To i m p r o v e f u r t h e r o u r u n d e r s t a n d i n g w i t h t h e C h i n e s e 


G o v e r n m e n t o v e r t h e f u t u r e o f Hong K o n g , a n d t h u s t o c o n t r i b u t e 


t o p o l i t i c a l a n d b u s i n e s s c o n f i d e n c e i n H o n g K o n g ' s f u t u r e . 


/ C H I N E S E 
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A NNE X A C ONT 


C H I N E S E OBJEC T I VES 


1. To e n h a n c e P r e m i e r H u a ' s p e r s o n a l s t a n d i n g , b o t h 


w i t h i n C h i n a a n d i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y , a n d t o a s s e r t C h i n a ' s 


r o l e a s a w o r l d p o w e r . 


2. To d e v e l o p C h i n a ' s r e l a t i o n s w i t h t h e UK a s a m a j o r 


member o f t h e C o m m u n i t y a n d A t l a n t i c A l l i a n c e ; t o s e e k o u r 


u n d e r s t a n d i n g a n d s u p p o r t f o r C h i n a ' s f o r e i g n p o l i c i e s , 


p a r t i c u l a r l y i n r e l a t i o n t o t h e S o v i e t U n i o n a n d a r e a s o f 


s t r a t e g i c i m p o r t a n c e t o C h i n a s u c h a s I n d o c h i n a . 


3. To l o o k f o r w a y s o f i m p r o v i n g c o m m e r c i a l a n d t e c h 


n o l o g i c a l c o o p e r a t i o n w i t h t h e UK w h i c h w i l l b e n e f i t C h i n a ' s 


m o d e r n i s a t i o n p l a n s ; a n d t o p r e s s f o r f u r t h e r t r a d e 


c o n c e s s i o n s , p a r t i c u l a r l y i n t h e EEC c o n t e x t . 


C CNFIDENTIA L 





