
K3/13 CONF7DENTTAL

Public Opinion 3ack round Note :37

.Produced 32st October 2982)
Introduction

The results from our latest Gallup ,,racking study are the same as those
published in the Daily Telegraph on Thursday 28th October. The survey found 4C%%
claiming they would vote Conservative, 29% Labour, :5% Social Democrat and 12%
Liberal.The interviewing for this survey was conducted from 20th to 75th October.

A comparison of this latest published poll with previous published Gallup studies
is shown below:-

Gallup - Published Polls 1987

Lab Lib Social Other Con Lead

Democrat over Lab

Con

• :982

January77.529.523.026.5
February27.534.0:4.521.5
Karon31.533.011.522.5
April31.529.0:1.026.3
May41.578.09.5:9.5
June45.075.010.018.5
j-ly46.5 27.5 7.516.5
August44.526.5:0.517.0
September 44.0 30.58.514.5
Octcper40.529.917.015.0

3.5
7 .5
7 .5
2.5

Locking at published polls we find that Conservative support has fallen from 45%
in July tc: 40.5% in October. Labour support has increased from 25% to. 299 over the
same period. Liberal support has increasedfrom10% to 12% and Social Democrat
support has fallen from 183/. tc 15%.

411Details of the trend in our week / 'tracking' studies are shown in -"e table on -"e
next page.
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2. "lbvernment Recor-,

2ur latest study found almost nc change in the popularity of the Gcvernment -
cO% approved, 19% disapproved and11.r.ad nb view. Details are shown 'n the table

below.

:;07:=M=NT RECCR2

18-,8

Approve Ii=ccrove :on':

-44




13:13 June

1982
5/11 January 73 65 12
13/13 January




21




20/25 January 26 52 77

27 Janil Feb 75 52 ,,
—
4111/3 Feb 25 53 1'
lipt/1.7=Feb 7.1 56 70
17/22 Feb 22 56




2,2 Feb/1 March 23 53 13
3/3 March 24 55




11/15 Mar-h 29 58 1%
17/22 March 23 60 l':',
24/29 March 29 58 12
37March/5 Apr'l 31 57 12
7/12 April 32 56 1%
13/19 April 34 7:4 1 )

21/25 Apri: 34 55 17
28 1crtl/3 May 40 47 13
5710 May 12 45 L%
12/17 Mav 13 L.,-7 15
19/21 :4.-.y ,,,,,,


-, 44 7-

25/31 May =30 38 12
2 /7 june 49 20 12
9/14 June .,,:-,--




-,




12
30 Junei5J_Ily 17 70 11
7,12 July 17 ,L, 12




13 2.5 - 7

ilii.iA..2 -12 L1A -,





_-




37 1E2




:7:77 zec: ==. .EC 1%

12,13 :C7
7r. 22

:cc
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3. Fccuarit7 of Folit,car Leaders

The 7atest published .1=al11p study fount almost no change in Mrs Thatcher's

popularity when compared Wi7,h the results of our previous unpublished study.

The =tudy found a c=t4nued drop in Mr Foot'. popularity from the sh.ro i:‘,provement

after the Labour ?arty Con,--erence. Mr -7tee''s popul.rity shows nri =,-gn of .

significant upturn. :etails of the trend 3f popularity for the leaders cf the

three main parties since the start of the year are sho7.Nn in the table below.

POPU7AR2:-/ 9F -:0LII-77.9A7.

L7A7'7F5

Mrs 	 Mr "-MotMr zteel

Sat. Dis- Don't :s :s Is Ts :on't
sat. Know No: Xnow Not

73P7

1/0

30

"=.;

32

33
31

;9

29
---.32

30
34

::
: =
....-,
37
:...
..,..,
36

:7
1 7

, n
  4

--., -;-.,


,, A7


EC

..


E2

E2
;I'.--:

47

4.5

49

_LE

eE
65
64
62
65
66
65
63
55
62
52
59
58

50

EC:
59
'-';'7
,.._,
C.'..,...

.d.8


43

lc
4".=

L.:'-,

47

.t7

.15

7:

T-77

...:

5

4

4

;

A

;

.

9

4

4

"--‘7
6

;

E
4

3

6
=

.
7

5

E

7

7

5

.

_
7

17,

,

9/14

9

70

18

77

19
),-,.

13
29
21

70

;_-_
77
7Q..,
20
23
78

26
24
15

-7' '.:_.

le
16

77
,_-

_E

—I
_.

:2

_-

IE

11

,0

65
577

68
64
53

36
54

64
ELI
'„.

EJ.

55

55
61

59
E0

55
71

7:

72


75

74

7=

72

74
7  7,

_

56

59'

SI

14

le
15
17
17
15
15
15
1E

14
14
15
15
16
14

14

12
11
12

10

.9)

b

_3

_7

_ 


7

7

c
7

3/
0

62
59

..b

60

51
59
56
55
58
58
7/3

51
60
53
63
56

:,-,)

54
55
53
64

58

.--77

El

-32

-33

7z

7:


E1


-3-7_

9,
0

70
22

);
llq

%fl
23
20
23
7 7

22
27
70

22
18
7,-:5

77

20

20

1.::'
18
15

10
1::

=0

2:


_

3/

13
13
10

'.--;

13

21

72

1:'
--,

:0

79

78

19
19
77

IS

17

17

,3

19

20

7'72,

113

2C

2:

7:

:

5/11 January
13/15 January

20125 January

27 Jan/1 Feb

3/8 7=h
19115 7eb

17/72 Feb
24 Feb/1 March
3/3 March

11:15 March

17/22 March


24 /79 Mar^h
31 Marr-h/5 April
7112 Acr47

13/19 Apri7

21./76Ai-r47

28 Aori1/3 May

5/19 May
12117 il.a.y

19/24 May


7 6/37M2y

15/21 June

23/2S._:ne

7:12 :uly

21/26 July

28juuv/2Al.:::

1,Eept

12 .27Ee7,7

29Sept4:C=

11 ""117



Published Rolls

Ga_ 2ailv Teleorabh 26th 1;ot:ober 1983:

ad^i: the standard Gallup tracking' ections tne Ladly Teletraph alec
included a range cf other questions.

Gal7un included the results from their standard issues questions - as to what the
electorate regard as the most important issues facing the countr . They und:-

Cssues Facing the Country

Conserve: 


Supporters


,0

Lab•ur Liberal 


Sucporters Supporters Supporters

0 /

/0

7C.

Unemployment 88 86 90 91

0 Prices 26 28 30 30

Healt.h/hcspi:a_s :0 9 :2

Economic Problems 9 ,, 7 Q

Defence/Nuclear Weapons 7 6 7 4

Housing/Rates/Mortgages 7 6 8 R

Strikes/Trade unions 6 10 2 5

Law and Crder 5 6 4 P

Callu asked respondents whether they saw each of the main parties as being united
or divided. The survey found 12% co: the electorate saw the Labour Party as being
united, and 82% saw 't as divided HS% did not have a view. - 67% saw the
Conservative Party as being united and 2E% divided 8% did not have a
saw the Alliance as being united and 39% div'd=d 26% did not hay,- a vie-w).

Gallup asked respondents woo they saw as having the best pcl o es and best
leaders. They found:-

Best P074.-'-s Best Leaders

Conserve: ove 39 .18

Labour 23

Liberal P

Social. Democrats

Cther

=='7, :9

	 a_so asked who the electorate tooupot ould make -he best leader -ht-i
liance - 35% selected Cavid Eteel, 20% '=7 Ahians, 17% Soy Jenkins, 1E%


:avid :wen and 1% William Rodgers.
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bi Marplan (Guardian 25th October 2982)

The Guardian on 25th October included details of a Marplan poll conducted from
11th to 13th Cctober. The survey found 44%% claiming they would vote Conservative,
34% Labour, 19% Alliance and 2% for 'other' parties.

•

Al%


