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^C(82) 29^,
^ O t l c l u i
^inut  1  S '

s  o n

e

 T H E  S E C R E T A R Y  O F S T A T E F O R D E F E N C E said that the 
regret table l o s s ©f B r i t i s h ships should be seen against the heavy l o s se s 

* r c r a°*  a f  t sustained by A r g e n t i n a . Ove r 50 Argen t ine combat a i r c r a f t 
^ a < ^ D e e n s n o t down, and Argen t ina would now be suffering a shortage 

n o t OIilY  o f a i r c r a f t but a l so - and e spec i a l l y - of p i l o t s . B r i t i s h a i r 
 defences, both the H a r r i e r s and the m i s s i l e s , were pe r fo rming wi th 

 great effect iveness. The fo rward movement of ground forces on Eas t 
F a l k l a n d had been affected by the need to use he l icop te rs for search 
and rescue operat ions after the attack on H M S Coven t ry . The container 
ship A t l a n t i c Conveyor was s t i l l afloat and the p o s s i b i l i t y of salvaging 
some of her cargo was being examined. M u c h of the equipment and 
s tores aboard the ship was for use i n the longer t e r m , and i t s l o s s , 
though se r ious , would not affect the ab i l i t y of B r i t i s h forces to c a r r y 
fo rward the operat ion of r epossess ing the Is lands . 

T H E F O R E I G N A N D C O M M O N W E A L T H S E C R E T A R Y said that the 
United Nations Secur i ty C o u n c i l had adopted Reso lu t ion 505 request ing 
the Sec re t a ry G e n e r a l , Senor P e r e z de C u e l l a r , to undertake a renewed 
m i s s i o n of good offices and to repor t to the C o u n c i l w i th in 7 days . 

In d i s c u s s i o n the point was made that the support i n the United Nat ions 
of a number of New Commonweal th count r ies , notably Kenya , had been 
helpful i n d i spe l l i ng any i m p r e s s i o n that the i ndus t r i a l i s ed countr ies 
were ranged on one side of the dispute and the l e s s developed countr ies 
on the other . It was impor tant for the United K i n g d o m ' s in ternat ional 
pos i t ion that B r i t i s h forces should move fo rward to repossess the 
Islands as qu i ck ly as pos s ib l e . Despi te the l o s s of the A t l an t i c 
Conveyor , B r i t i s h forces s t i l l had sufficient he l i cop te r s . There was 
evidence that Argen t ina was obtaining defence equipment f r o m I s r ae l 
and f r o m South A f r i c a . She must by now have v i r t u a l l y exhausted 
the stock of a i r - t o - s u r f a c e Exoce t m i s s i l e s wi th which she began the 
conf l ic t , and she was t ry ing to obtain further supplies through th i rd 
coun t r i e s . C o n c e r n was expressed about probably inaccurate P r e s s 
repor t s that the Argen t ine A i r F o r c e was able to refuel the Super 
Entendard a i r c r a f t i n f l ight . A r g e n t i n a might continue wi th a i r attacks 
on B r i t i s h forces even after the Islands had been r e c o v e r e d . In some 
quar te rs i n P a r l i a m e n t i t was be l ieved that B r i t i s h c l a i m s of numbers of 
Argen t ine a i r c r a f t shot down were exaggerated: i n fact the f igures were 
ca re fu l ly checked, and were be l ieved to be r e l i a b l e . F u r t h e r cons idera
t ion would need to be given to the future of the f o r m e r Commander of 
the Argen t ine g a r r i s o n on South G e o r g i a , Lieutenant Commander A s t i z , 
who had refused to agree to be questioned by the F r e n c h and Swedish 
author i t ies i n connection wi th m u r d e r s which he was a l leged to have 
commi t t ed . Under the Geneva Convent ions, A s t i z could be kept as a 
p r i s o n e r of war un t i l the end of hos t i l i t i e s , but the United Kingdom had 
no r ight to hand h i m over to F r a n c e o r Sweden. If he was to be kept i n 
this country, however , spec ia l accommodat ion would have to be set 
a s i d e for h i m . He would be the only p r i s o n e r so far taken who was thus 
detained, and i t might be w i s e r to r e tu rn h i m to A r g e n t i n a . 

The Cabinet -

Took note. . 
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 2. The Cabinet were in formed of the business to be taken i n 
the House of Commons dur ing the f i r s t week after the Spr ing 
Adjournment . 

T H E  L O R D P R E S I D E N T O F T H E C O U N C I L said that the 
Convent ion was for the House of Commons to hold a two-day debate 

o n a < e * e n c e p o l i c y on the bas is of the annual defence White Pape r 
 after i t had been cons idered by the Select Commit tee on Defence, 

 fol lowed by a further three days of debate, one on each of the A r m e d 
 S e r v i c e s , i n Opposi t ion Supply t i m e . The re was no f o r m a l 

 obl iga t ion to hold these debates, but most M e m b e r s of P a r l i a m e n t would be expecting them to take place before the end of J u l y . The 
t i m i n g was, however , compl ica ted by the Government ' s dec i s ion to 
postpone the publ ica t ion of the 1982 White P a p e r because of the 
F a l k l a n d Islands dispute . 

T H E S E C R E T A R Y O F S T A T E F O R D E F E N C E said that i t would be 
inappropr ia te to pub l i sh the White P a p e r at the present t i m e . 
Some par ts of the White P a p e r , which had a l ready been pr in ted , 
would be qual i f ied i n the proposed addendum, but he remained 
convinced that i t s genera l approach was r ight ; i n p a r t i c u l a r , the 
cur ren t s i tuat ion i n the South A t l a n t i c had vindicated the Government 's 
d e c i s i o n to put the emphasis on improved weapon sys tems rather 
than a i r c r a f t c a r r i e r s , and on submarines ra ther than surface sh ips . 
T h i s judgment would , however , be v igorous ly challenged by some of 
the Government ' s backbenchers . The White Pape r would be h igh ly 
c o n t r o v e r s i a l , and premature publ ica t ion and debate could be 
damaging to the Government ' s a b i l i t y to main ta in a united front 
among thei r own supporters on the i r F a l k l a n d Islands p o l i c y . 

T H E P R I M E M I N I S T E R , summing up a short d i scuss ion , said that 
the Cabinet agreed that no debates on defence p o l i c y should be 
a r ranged for the t ime be ing . They would place an in to lerable 
burden on Defence M i n i s t e r s i n present c i r cums tances , and, 
because of the redundancies envisaged i n the Defence White P a p e r , 
could have an unfortunate presenta t ional impac t . The t im ing of 
the publ ica t ion of the White Paper and any subsequent debates 
should be kept under rev iew. 

The Cabinet -

Invited the Secre ta ry of State for Defence, i n 
consul ta t ion wi th the L o r d P re s iden t of the C o u n c i l , 
to keep the t iming of the publ ica t ion of the 1982 
Defence White P a p e r and any associa ted debates 
under r ev iew, and to repor t further i n due course . 
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3. T H E F O R E I G N A N D C O M M O N W E A L T H S E C R E T A R Y said 
K h o r r a m s h a r had now been retaken by Iranian fo rces ; i t was not c l e a r 
how the I r an - I raq conf l ic t would now develop. 

The Cabinet -

Took note. 

4 . T H E S E C R E T A R Y O F S T A T E F O R S O C I A L S E R V I C E S said that 
the vast ma jo r i t y of nurses had continued to work n o r m a l l y dur ing the 
one-day s t r ike i n the Nat iona l Hea l th Se rv ice (NHS) on 19 M a y . 
E m e r g e n c y cover had not, however , been maintained everywhere , 
despite the undertaking f r o m the trades unions . F u r t h e r one-day s t r ikes 
were planned for 4 and 8 June. The C i v i l Cont ingenc ies Uni t was 
already cons ider ing the steps that might be taken to dea l wi th any l a c k 
of emergency cover on those two days . If settlements i n the NHS were 
eventual ly to be reached at about the l e v e l of the offers which had been 
made, i t was essen t ia l that NHS management and the Government should 
be seen to be en t i r e ly united. The Government ' s handling of the NHS 
pay negotiations had been c r i t i c i s e d by a number of Regiona l C h a i r m e n , 
and i n p a r t i c u l a r by the C h a i r m a n of the N o r t h Wes te rn Region, who had 
a lso pub l i c l y c r i t i c i s e d the recent r eorgan i sa t ion of the N H S . The 
appointments of the Reg iona l C h a i r m e n exp i red at the end of Ju ly , and he 
would shor t ly be putting p roposa l s to the P r i m e M i n i s t e r on replacements 
and reappointments . In o rde r to fo re s t a l l further publ ic c r i t i c i s m by 
the C h a i r m e n he proposed to le t i t be known at an e a r l y date that the 
appointment of the C h a i r m a n of the N o r t h Wes te rn Region would not be 
renewed. 

The Cabinet -

Took note. 

Cabine t Office 

1 June 1982 
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