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Public Opinion Background Note 139

(produced 14th November 1982)

Introduction 


The interviewing for our latest 'tracking' study was conducted by Gallup from 3rd

to 20th November and they interviewed almost 1,000 electors throughout Great

Britain. This latest study does not wholly confirm the results of the previous

Gallup tracking study (conducted 27th October/1st November) which found a 7% Zump

in Conservative support - up from 401/2% to d8%. In tl-is latest study Conservative

support dropped back to 44% - apart from the previous study the highest level cf

support since late August. The latest study found a slight improvement in

Labour support - up to 33% compared to 31% in the previous study. Liberal and

Social Democratic support remained almost unchanged at 9% and 12% respectively.

Details of the trend of support for the main parties in our weekly tracking studies

since the start of the year are shown in the table overleaf. It is worth noting

that the next survey will be published in the Daily Telegraph cn 18th November.
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2. 9overnment Record

The current Gallup study conducted 3rd no 1Cth November found almost no change in
approval of the record cf the Government - 11% approved 42% in previous study)and =5% disapproved i45% in previous study).

Details of the trend since the start of tne year are shown below:-
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Approve Disaccrove Don't Know

34




V

13,18 June

1982
6/11 January 22 55 12
13,18 January 24 55 12
20125 january 25 52 13
27 jan/l Feb '=_.. 62 13
3/8 Feb 25 53 17
10/15 Feb 'a 56 10
17/22 Feb 22 56 13
24 Febil March 73 53 13
3/8 March cc 55 11
11/15 March 29 =3 12
17/22 Aaron os 50 13
24/29 March og 58 13
31 March/ 5 April 31 zy 12
7/12 April 32 56 12
13/19 April 34 54 12
21/26 April 34 55 77
28 April:3 May 40 47 13
5/10 May 42 =6 12
12/17 May 43 42 15
19/24 May 46 14 10
26/31 May 50 38 12
2/7 june 49 19 12
9/14 June 48 40 12
15/21 june 51 35 13
23/28 june 47 " 12
30 j=e/5 july 47 39 14
7/12 July 47 71 12
14/19 juiy 14 13 IR21/26 July 43 -1.=, 12
28 july/2 Aug 43 43




1/ '.?Aug =2 4 12
11/15 Aug 42 44




18/23 Aug 43 43 1=
25/30 Aug 37 52




1,3 Sect 41 i. E :=
3/12Eett 40 ,la :3
:5/2:Eept 38 4a :3
22/27 Eept 38 50 :2
29 Eept/4 1ct 36 5: :3
5/1:Dot =0




:3/181t 38 43
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7 . 9coular4tv of Folitical Leaders

The latest study found no change in Mrs Thatcher's popularity, almost no change
in Mr Eteel's ccoularlty and a slight improvement in Mr Fost's popularity.

Details of the trend are shown in the table below:-

POF'ILARITY OF POL2T:DAL
IZADEF_S

Mrs :hatcher Mr Foot Mr 3tee1 

Sat. :is- 'Don't is 2s Don't :s :s Don't

sar. Know Not Know Not Know

1982

'6




,o





6,11 January 30 65 5 20 65 14 32 70 13
13/1E January 32 65 ' 18 67 16 59 2= 19
20/25 january 22 6 4 17 68 1 = 59 29 19
27 :ah/1 Feb 33 62 = 19 64 77 60 le 222;3 Feb 31 SS a 20 33 i,'' 51 20 1910/15 Feb
17;22 Feb

29
29

36
56

5
5

IQ

9 0
66
64

15
16

59
58

77
20

'7_,
2124 Febil March 22 63 5 21 64 15 E5 7 ' 222/8 March 30 66 4 20 64 16 58 241 La11,15 March 24 62 4 21 55 7 4 58 22 - n..,17: 22 March 33 62 6 22 64 14 59 21 20

21/29 March 35 59 6 19 65 15 61 20 19
31 March/5 April
12 April

37
35

88
60

-,,

5
90
9 3

65
61

IE
16

60
63

22
la

18
la13/19 Apr'1 36 60 5 28 89 14 63 18 1321/26 April 37 59 a 26 60 14 66 17 1728 Apri1;3 May 41 53 6 :3 65 12 62 20 185/10 May 44 51 6 la 71 Li 54 20 1712/17 May 48 47 3 17 71 12 65 18 1719/24 May 47 48 = lp 72 10 33 13 1926/21 May SO 42 7 16 75 IC 64 Le 192/7 June 53 42 5 15 74 5 61 21 189/14 J'Ine 51 aa = 14 75 11 52 21 1816/21 Sune 55 40 5 17 74 9 Ee 20 2022/28 june E2 42 5 14 75 10 62 19 2030 june/S July 53 41 6 14 77 0 54 13 187,12 July 52 43 5 15 72 12 61 20 1914/19 July 49 46 E , 4 75 ,, 60 19 :121/26 July 47 47 6 15 74 7'__ =9 21 ;r,

28 july 1 2 Aug 48 46 i 14 777 -1__ 62 13 _=f
4/?. Aug Le .17 E 12 73 :2 5C. 70 20Aug 49 47 , :5 91 __ s2 19 , o1a/22 Aug .19





74 13 63 71 2125,3C.:2,ug. az 30





:c, a: :9 aoEect 49 45 a — 73 :7 69 70 32a/13 Eept
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IC 60 2: 7r,15/2:'Sept =5 49







22,27Eept, 45 EC







29 Sept4 lot




5:







:C7 16 2,8 '... 2E 32 :2 -6:




:2/16 :C7




= 22 66




56




:9
20/75.:C7 -16 30




7.7,7 69





27 0c7/1 Jov 4.8 aa




66 :4 67 24 13
3/:C Nov





23 65




63




•


