
NK a 
D E P A R T M E N T OF INDUSTRY 

A S H D O W N H O U S E CONFIDENTIAL 
 123 V I C T O R I A S T R E E T 
L O N D O N SW1E 6RB 

T E L E P H O N E D I R E C T L I N E 01 - 212 3301 

S W I T C H B O A R D 01-212 7676 

PS/ Secretary of State for Industry 

2 3 October 1979 

Tim L ankester Esq 

P r i v a t e S e c r e t a r y t o t h e 

Prime M i n i s t e r 


10 Downing S t r e e t 

London SW1 


Dexxr T 

The Prime M i n i s t e r w i l l be meeting Mr Karamanlis on 24- October. 

My S e c r e t a r y of S t a t e has asked me t o r e p o r t t h a t , f o l l o w i n g 

c o n f i d e n t i a l d i s c u s s i o n s i n Athens between o f f i c i a l s f r o m t h i s 

Department and Trade and Greek M i n i s t e r s and s e n i o r o f f i c i a l s 

i n t h e i r M i n i s t r y o f C o o r d i n a t i o n , t h e prospec t of a v e r y 

a t t r a c t i v e mutual c o o p e r a t i o n package has been i d e n t i f i e d . 


E s s e n t i a l l y , under t h e u m b r e l l a of a Memorandum of Understanding 
on economic c o o p e r a t i o n , we would stand t o g a i n o r d e r s f o r more 
ti a n £250 m i l l i o n w o r t h of power s t a t i o n c o n t r a c t s and f u r t h e r 
valuaoTe c o n t r a c t s f o r r a i l w a y p r o j e c t s , and o f f t a k e agreements 
f o r some u s e f u l raw m a t e r i a l s which our i n d u s t r y needs: from 
the Greek v i e w p o i n t , t h e u n d e r s t a n d i n g would be p r i m a r i l y 
p r e s e n t e d as a c o n t r i b u t i o n towards s e c u r i n g t h e i r access t o 
energy sources by employing uj\ e x p e r t i s e i n i n t e r n a t i o n a l c o a l 

7 t r a d i n g - m i t s e i r v e r y p r o i i t a o i e l o r us" and tn r o u g h some 
l i m i t e d access t o N o r t h Sea o i j - i which we should haye t o concede 
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c o m p e t i t i o n and t o achieve t h e e a r l i e s T r e s u l t s , i t i s e s s e n t i a l 
f o r t h e Greeks t o have a f o r m a l u n d e r s t a n d i n g a t Government l e v e l . 
T h i s i s p o t e n t i a l l y a v e r y b e n e f i c i a l package, r e p r e s e n t i n g a 
br e a k t h r o u g h t o t h e Greek c a p i t a l goods market, and w i l l e s t a b l i s h 
f r i e n d l y p o l i t i c a l r e l a t i o n s h i p s w i t h a new Community member. 

The s e n i o r Greek Economic M i n i s t e r , Mr M i t s o t a k i s , i s due i n 

London on an o f f i c i a l v i s i t i n mid-November, and t h e Greek 

Government hopes t o s i g n such a memorandum d u r i n g h i s s t a y . 

The F o r e i g n S e c r e t a r y has a l r e a d y w r i t t e n t o Mr M i t s o t a k i s 

e x p r e s s i n g our keen i n t e r e s t i n d e v e l o p i n g c l o s e r i n d u s t r i a l 

t i e s , and, w h i l s t t h e r e are i n e v i t a b l y some p o i n t s o f n e g o t i a t i o n 

s t i l l t o be pursued, my S e c r e t a r y o f S t a t e hopes t h a t t h e Prime 

M i n i s t e r w i l l f e e l a b l e t o convey t h e Government's support 


/ t o t h i s . 
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t o t h i s approach when she meets Mr Karamanlis. The b r i e f w i l 

cover t h e c u r r e n t p o s i t i o n . 


 am c o p y i n g t h i s t o George Walden a t the F o r e i g n O f f i c e , 

S t u a r t Hampson a t t h e Department o f Trade and B i l l Burroughs 

at t h e Department o f Energy. 
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