LCC/7B/216th Mig. SECRET

1.

COPY NO. , .

LEADER'S CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE

Minutes of the 216th Meeting hsld at 5.00 p.m.
on Wadnesday, 12th July 1978, in the Leader's |
Roain at the House of Commons.

Presant: Mrs. Thatcher (in the Chair)

My, Whitelaw, Sir Keith Joseph,

Lerd Carrington, Lord Tharneyereft,
8ir Geoffrey Howe, Mr. Prior,

Mr. Bym, 8ir Ian Gilmour, ir. Jankin,
¥e. Payton, *r, Davics, Mr. Neave,
Hr. Kaseltine, Hr. Haude,

_Mr. 3%. John Stevas, Hr. Edwards,
Mr. Nokt, Mrs. Oppenhelm,

Wr. King, lir. Taylor.

Wr. Atkins.

In attendance: J3ir Mic‘hael Yavers, Lord Denham,
Wr. Butler, Wr. Pabten, Mr. Welfson,
Me. Ridley, Mr. Nicholson.

Apologles: Lord Haillsham, Mr. Fowler.

Prepoged Business for the Week 17th-2d4th July

on Monday, 17th July, there would be lLords Amendments to
the Scotland Bill. These would be followed by a Motion on the
Rent (Northern Ireland) Order.

on Tuesday, 18th July, Mr. Rooker would Seek leave ta
introduce his Restrictive Trade Practices Act L1876 {Amendment)
Bill under the 10 minute Rule. This would be followed by the
last day of the Lords Amendments to the Scotland Bill and by a
Supplemental Time Table Motion on Lords Amendmente to the Wales
Bill (Mr, Pym).

On Wednssday, 19th July, Mr. Gow would seek leave Lo
intreduce hils Employment Protectlon {Amendment) {No.2} Bill undsr
tha 10 Minute Rule. This would be followed by Lords Amendmente
to the Wales Bill {Mr. Pym, “r. Brittan and tsam} and by
Motlons on the Appreprlation (Ho.3) Order (.I.) and on the
Education {(N.I.) Order.

on Thursday, 20th July, there would be Lords Amendments.

On Friday, 21st July, there would be Government business.

On HMonday, 24th July, there would be a Supply day. This
would be followed by & Motion an the Dock Labour Scheme and by
Lords Amendments to the House of Gommons (Administration Bi11)
and to the Employment {Centinental Shelf) Bill.

A provisional indication was also glven of the likely
business for the week 2Gth-39th July.
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2. Matters Arising on Business
There was & discussion on the voting on the various Lords'
amendments to the Scotland Bill on 17th and 38th July. I% was
agraed thati- .

(1). there should be a two line whip until 7.30 p.m. on
18th July and a three line whip thereafter;

(i1) there were not axpected to be any votes on 2lst July,

3. The Scotland Bill

Lord. Cerrington reported on the likely votes in the House
of Lords on the Seotland Bill, The following points werc agreed:

{1} We should not vote on the Orkney and 3hetland lssue
on which we haé accepted a Government amendment.

(11} We should support an amendment to provide for a
second vote on any lssuc relevant to England which had been passad
on the votes of the Scottish sdembers.

There followed & discussion on the issues in the 8111 on
which the Lords should stend firm 1t was agreed that the
Lerds should not stand on the test Lothlan anandment and that,
tn general, our chances of securing a “No" vots in the reterendum
might be jeopardised if the Lords -drastically interfered with or
delayed the Bill.

4, Rhedegia

Mr, Davies reported that the Forzign Affairs Committes
would like an emrly debate. It was agreed that we should press
the Government for a debate in Government time.

s. The Report of the Edmund Davies Committes

Mr, Whitelaw reported that the report of thls Committec cn
police pay was imminent. It was believed that the Conmittes woul
point out that the police and armed services were in a unique
position sines they did not have the right to strike, and that
the Committee would recommsnd a substantial increase te be pald
from lat September without phasing. There was a discusslon and
1t wag agreed that if we would accept such a recommendation and
commit ourselves Lo implementinz 1t when we ceme into Government.
It was alsp adreed that if the Government proposed to phase the
Increase we saould ask for a debate on the subject.

6. Manifesto Discugsion

Mre, Thatcher reported that coples of the draft Manifesto
would be avallable in her office after 3.00 p.m. the follewlng
day in preparation for the discussion the following Monday,
17th July. .

The meeting olosed at 6.10 p.m.
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