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ZHE FUROPEAN DEMOCRATIC UNION (E.D,U,)

{4 Fote by Douglas Hurd MP and the Baroness Elles)

e Every year pince 1967 representatives of the centre and centre-
right parties of Furope have met together in an informal session known
a8 "The [ater-Party Conference®, Over the years participants have
included the British snd Bcandinovian Conservetives, the German CDU and
050, the Auatrian OVP, the Belgien, Dutch and Ttalisn Christian
Democrats, the Maltese Natiomalists, the Luxembourg PCS, and, more
ccently, the Pertuguese CDS and the Greek New Demacracy.  From the

O;art these meetinge had two principal objectives for the Coneervative
party:

i) to found a means of co-operation between centre and
centre~right parties across Western Eurcpe in order to
influenee the political future of the continent ib cur
direction, in opposition to the Socialist International,

ii) to organiss a centre-right grouping within the EE? to
fight 2uccessfully the direct slections to the Furopean
Parliament in 1978, or whenever they were to be heid,

2, At the 1975 Inter-Party Conference, held in Munich, it wes decided
to take the first objective a stage further. There wae thus convened
-in September of that year the first-ever Conference of Party Leaders.
Yen partigs were repressnted ai the Klesheim Pglace, Salzburg, with

¥r, Whitelaw leading the Conservative delegation, The minutes record
that "Mr, Whitelaw atrongly agreed thaet all the like-minded Parties

9T the Contre-Right should work mere closely together and pledged the
(}rty's full co-cperaticn®,

3. At firat there were considerable difficulties. It wam not
immediately clear in some countries as to who the most appropriate
partner wight be, In others the connotations of the word "Conservative"
still provoked hostile reacticn. There was a feeling, +toty  that

the Party lacked a Bpecifically Christian tradition. In one or twe
instances the obvious partner was eimply non-scciglist rather than
sati-sccialist, and indeed in government wes often to be found in
coalition with socialiste.

4. It thus became clear thal some Christian Democrat parties, .
hotably thoee of Italy, Belgium and Eolland, were unwilling, uniike
the German CDU, to commit themselves to &ny wider centre-right
alliance, They wers elready orgahised both throughout Eurcpe in the
Union of Eurcpean Christien Democrats {UEDC) and as a Group inside
the European Parliament. Eerly ir 1976 all Christizn Democrat
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parties within the Community smnounced their intention of fighting
the first Strasbourg ¢lections on = common platform as the
European Peoples Party (EPP).

5. In $he spring of 1976 Douglas Hurd reported to Shadow Cabinet on
these problems. Tt wae conceded that our second ohjective was no
longer practiceble, at lemst for the first elections, We would seelk
6 co-operate as clomely a@ posaible on an ad-hoo basis with EPP and
would to develop a mere effective working arrangenent between
Consewﬁives end Chrietian Demoerate in the Farliament and the Council
of Europe. But it wae agreed that our firet objective remasined as
velid as ever and that we should press on with ectablishing EDU as &
wider “umbrella" embracing centre-right parties both inside and

outeids the Community,

6. Famter progress was then made and many of the earlier éifficultieu
began %o disappear. Firet, Mre. Thetcher, speaking in Honover in
June 1976, re-cmphasiaed our commitment and set out our aim:

EBach of ua, in our own countries, have our different problers.
But many problema ~ of maintaining frec c¢conomies, of combeting ™
threats to our way of 1ife both from within and frowm without -
we hold in commen, It is to eolve thome nroblens and meet
those threats that we should bring oursclves closer together,

I am convinced thet the Christian Democrat, Conservative and
Centre parties in Eurcpe should now join together in an
effective working alliance.

I believe that this is a task of historic importance and cne
in which we should 21l invest our energics.™ (25th May 1576)

Publieation of "The Right Approach® helped to clarily for ocur friende
the Party'a ideologicsl position. The Conservative Group in the
Parliament began to develop better links with the Christism Democrats,
enguring, for example, the election of Signor Colombo, an Itelien
Christian Democrat, a8 President of the Parlisment in March 1977,

T- In the autumn of 1977 egreement was reached at the Inter-Party
Conference to 2et up EDU as a formal working slliance. Originally:
1the launch wes errenged for December 1977 but was postponed, in ordeér”
not to impinge on Christien Democrat sensibilities, until aFfter EPP's
founding congress in March 1978. A new dete of 24th Anril was fixed,
on which the Leaders of all the participating parties will meet in
Salzburg apd formally establish EDU by meking a joint declaration and
setting up a permanent organisation. (A 1ist of those invited to
Salzburg is attached at Arnex 1.)

8. The fingl preparatory neeting, held on 21st March this Year and
attended by Dr. Taus (0VP), Dr. Geisaler (SDU), Dr., Tandler (osul,
Lady Flles and others, reached agreemernt on the following pointes

i} EDU should be a “working asscciation” with the minimm
of inetitutiomal.sation for the time being.

ii) Ite principal forum should be an anmual meeting of Party
Leaders, one of them acting am Chairman for a two-year
term.

/Contimzed. ..
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iii} Cles¢ links should be mainteined with those Christian
Democrats who were nob at thia stage ready to join EDU,
pgrd representatives of EFP and the UECD should be
invited to the anmual meetings.

iv) Bach snmial meeting should devete sttention to one major
political issue of Burtpean relevance.

v) 4 emall Secretariat should be based within the awapices
of the Party helding the Chairmanshinp.

vi) Sub-compittees of the Association would begin pre-
parations for the first EDU Congress, at which a Charter
and Statutes which would preserve the independence of
sach perty would be formally adopted,and co~ordination
of effert for the Strasbourg election campaign,

vii) Until thep, the Agsociation would operate under the
framework of the premmble and decleration to be made
by the Party Leeders at Salzburg. {The texts are
attached st Annex 2).

9. The purpose of EDU wae simply stated by Mrs. Thatcher in her
Hzneover speech:

"fle are not aiming at a single monelithic party, but at an
elliance of autcnomous parties co=operating for & commen
purpose, For many years thers has been a Socialist Inter-
national. We do not need to copy their barren doctrines or
ideclegical arguuents. But we must maitch them in organi-
sational strength if we are sericus in ocur purpose, and
deternmined to achieve cur wvictory."

10, The benefita of FDU sheuld be substantial. Across Burope the
parties of the centre-right will be seen to have organised themselvez
into an anti~aoccielist, anti-communiat alliance; through FDU we cean
give practical and concerted support to those of our friends
beleaguered by the left, perticularly in the newly restored demo—

5.1 be other benefits: we have much to learn

“ from each other in the formulstion . nd presentation of policy {en

example is the recent informzl EDU seminar on family policy,
attended by 15 parties from 14 different countries, which wae able
after two daya work to procuce an agroed statement of »rinciples and
which the Conservative delogation led by Peter Bottomley MP thought
2 most worthwhile and illuminating conference).

11. The leunch of EDU will alsc be of significance for us at home.
We will be =een to be developing our European outleok, aa & party,
yet we will not have made any of the ideelogicel esacrifices which
might be necesasry if we were at this stage to g inte & more explicit
coalition with other non=socialist pariies. After the first
elections have been held, it will be time to explore anew the
opportunities that exist both inside and outside the Parliament.
ED will also provide a valuable framswork fer us in building up
reletions with theac partiee that will be represented in the
Farliameny after the Community ia enlarged to inelude Gresce, Spain
and Portugal.



e

1Z. For the firet elections EDU will provide evidence to our
electorate that we have support for our policies in the Eurcpean
Parlioment from other like-minded parties.

12th April 1978
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PARTIES INVITED TO SaLZBURG

The following are invited:

OVP, PPIT from Austria
Gons Denmark
Cons, Swedish Paoples Party Finland -
¢DU, C8U Germany
Cons Iceland |
South Tyroler Party Itzly
Cons Norway
ons Portugal
Cons Sweden
Cong U.K.

Representatives from UECD
Representetives from EPP

The following have been informally zpproached and will be
sending represedtatives:

Note:

UDF

PC3

Nats

ucn

Hew Democracy

Christian Pemocrats, CVP

Prance /
Luxembourg
Malte
Spain
Gresce »~

Switzerland -

RFR (France) hae been approached, but it is not yet knewn

whether M. Chirac will come.



{Avnex 2.)

DECLARATION

of the vorking Aseociation of Christign)ﬂemocrat,

Conservative and other moderate centre nartics

(Buropean Democratic Umien)

Preamble

The undersigned narty chairpen or losders of Ghristian Democrat,
Conservetive and cther moderate centre tarties

Having regard to their comnon philosonhizal heritage and

their comron convichions aa to the nlace of man in society,

demozracy, liberty, the rule of law and social golidarity;
-

Having regard Te the"‘ahréata imposed by the left and the
right on the achievemenis of demterwcy in liverty ond
solidaritys:

Having repard to the imwortant tasks in the course of the

cloger coelerution im Furope which

nesesaury S
colleboration of our partiss whish is efficient, unburesu-—
cratic and inspired by the seme noliticzl convictions;

Believing in an Europe strong enough e defend its peon

and its freedoms from those wio seek o threaten thew;
Bein~ convinced that the commnity ol iurdie remains a

divided one and will be incomnlete while some of its

neonles arc dearived of the rights -pd Irssdows to which
we subacribe;

DPeclorins their commitment to de
, to the risht 0 free ele

an goen, L

oy ko the rile of

T oto tne vilues el

I ihodia 5

widely auo 2n AT

of Hhe Sute are

Believing in the right of the neosles of Tareae to enjoy

bagic nersorl f{resdoms znd hur pickrks, aurk sm datined

!
ke e de Ghe

sonvent
1 Charter;
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Hejecting the philesephy of totalitarianism which'has
brought so much suffering in the vast and contimies to
restrict so nany freedoms;

Rejecting those totelitariaw, materdi und cellect—
ivist dogmaes of marxist and other narties insvired by
marxisn which put more faith in the 3%ste than in the

individual snd hie abilities;

Believing r*;h&t European society nmust be an ownen one,
dedicated to creating conditions that will enable each
individual’ citizen to rsach higs full potential and to
carry out his responsibilities to his fellow men and
women;

Pledging themselves to work towards ‘a truly demoeratic,
ever aloser union of alllthe peoples of Lurcve, building
upen the atrengths of ths Furcopean Couwmunities and their
relations with the cther countries of Eurcpe, and recog-
nising the right of each individual nation to preserve
its identity and to safeguard its vital interests;

Believipz in the socially oriemted market economy &s

well as social polidarity and partnership as the best
patbern of conflict solution in society &nd as the

best means of creating the wealth and material prosperity
necessary to meet the legitimate aspiretionz of the
péoples of .Europe, and of tackling the mocial evils of
uneuwloyment and accelerating inflation;

Bejecting the system of centrally administered economies
end claga conflioct;

Stressing the moral commitments of a free and oren society,
and the obligations of its Chrisftiun values, the family as
the natural unit of soczieby, @s wall ility

of the strong towards the wealk and lese fortunate;

Declaring that they will work te ensure thet Jurooe never
turns inwerde on itself but uses its influence, achieve-

ments, «nd sbove 21l its aalitieol values Tor th

fond of the world, especialiy in thouo

less developed economically and 20litiics



~3 -
have apgreed to creste g working Assoéiation, hereinafter

referred”to as the Burcwean Deﬂucratw Union (EDU}.

; g
1) The European Démoeratic Union shzll vonsist of garties
"watch adhere te¢ the above principles;

2) Regionml and other fedsrations of such parties menticned
above may be :|.nvited to heco.ne members or observers;

k)] Partics ma:f &aimo coo;uerate in the EDU ze permaneat or
ad hoc observez's. non—Eurnpean Partics may become
obeervers to the wnrk:mg Amsociation;

[N HEWE .

4} The anmual conference cf.l*party chairmen or leaders shall
decide upon the admissgion of members and obgervers.
Observera shall “have 'cansultative -Btatus.. . “

3) Mamherahip in the EDU ends by withdraval and by exclusion
whlch ie dec:.ded by & ma_wnt:r ef 3/4 of the sbove cone
ferenca.

II.

1} The Eurcpean Democratic Union shall be coucerned with the
congidergtion of policies to mect problems which all or a
considerable number of member-parties have in common and
whick represent an all-luropean interast, in nurtizular

~ by eatablishing common r_fositions an irportant
Furopesn and world-wide policy sroblens;

= by mutual aid end sclidsrity concerning the
deliberation and solution of nartizulayr nrob-
lems of individual countries or grouns of
countrias,

2} The European Damocratis Union ehall wchisve its UrDeses,
in merticulor



co.n.ference of chainnen or lesders N

‘~ by the setbing-up of Sub-Committees to study and
to make proposals on such topice as decided at
the snngal conference of chairmen or leaders,

III.

1} The European Democrat:l.c Union shall hold an annual conm
ference cnnaiat:.ng of the party chairmen or leaders and
of the chairmen or leaders of other members and ohservers;

" .the chairmsn of EDU shall convoke ad hoe meetings for
. exr:aptional reasohs; " d

2} T.'ne am:.ual canfez-en._s of chairtien or leaders shall adopt
‘their dacisions 'by unam.m’cy,

3) ',Eha chairman &mﬂ. the 'breasu:rer of the Turopean Democratic
Union ahall be ¢lected for 2 years by a simple majority
by the members of ELU;  the chairman shall be responaibie
for the administration; he appoints, for his term of
office, the exscutive secretary;

4

The expenses of the chairman and the secretariat shall be
paia’ b:r the menbers of EDU.

Done at Salzburg on Asril 24, 1978

the follewing party chairmen or lesders declaring the accession
of their varties to the Eurnuean Democratic Unions




