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Introduction

The Finniston Committee Report was published o
in this paper I wish to draw the attention of
key issues which will require decisions by Gov
propose a timetable for those decisions;
to be taken by Ministers who will take par
at NEDC on 2 April.

n 9 January and
colleagues to the
ernment; to

and to suggest a line
t in the discussion

The Key Issues Raised by Finniston

The main areas in which the Finniston Report calls for decisions
and action by Government are the following:

The establishment of a new Engineering Authority;

= The establishment of a statutory register of

Qualified engineers and the control of engineering
Practice;

The accreditation of engineering degree courses
and training programmes;

. A 3 n
Measures to encourage the continuing "formation
of engineers.

At the tim of 4 : a distinction
ublication of the Report, I drew :
::geen these Sroposals on which itpwould be‘approprlatelgoihich
woulg deCjﬁiOns to be made and the more detailed prgpo‘fgich
Point ollile more time. There are several Brgumenh: to remove
the towargg the need for early decisions; we OUg training
ang §“°er*§ainties for those concerned with ed‘.‘citmaé edi o
maintegrul Ment of engineers as early as possible ent to take
Some g . °Tedibility on the imbention of the ¢y
totion on Finnigton's proposals; and we nleledne;_t
€ Option of introducing legislation in the
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At the same time we cannot e

5 A 3 aCh
gsione. ultation process is complete

Parliamentary Se

o ‘ eCau
1 the cons o ent on the wijjy Se
i si until o some g . _t-lingp
dgCis s, ns will depend taqd notably 1ndx:r=tt’lnllﬁts,g €8s
our dec1lslo action - and T

of others to take j

consult their n
consult U

a3
SALDI bhe fom
S ave to Te th
Some bodies which hav e”_lew of the - > aSonabl zEke
o) v v 8

can form a considered F

a7 Sk
| 3 £ ] eadline get b; &
ctension beyond tae e:‘ﬁia&;“i has been agreeq J‘I’y
for an e_\EefOr consultations ;lﬁb b . o ‘we'ﬂllo'.vedA £oTer
& ‘ ons T which L LOKEEN ’
Departmen SR vauions SA0U.- which tl itte
the present rogngf the procedure through w vm:ilz Qomtﬁéttee
epeat C R nor shou.d 1T indulge insies
become a T lready gone, g Hhis 3 y wi
2 ready & hich will be necessar 1
of Inquiry has gnsnltetions» o S e to be ng bl .
very deta“—%;d %eé “should legislation prove oeesas
=0 - ec ) b
directly af

) ions
Present State of Consultatlo

i d debate on the.ana“.ysisﬂn'ud ricommer}dgtions
The discussion an de encouraging progress. n :_adc_ht;on to
of the Report have ma their comments without specific invits.
those who are offerm%cogcerned have im‘lted Qomrngnts.from ovep
tion, the Dgpa;tmentscademic and engineering 1nst'1tut1_ot.1s and
450 induspr}allsts, g bodies. In these consultations, it hasg
other i?dl"lduali, aE the Government neither endorses nor
been made clear ftl?; T‘;3Commenda’cions but that we regardfthe
rejects the Repor dealt with in the Report as matters o o
e quest]_.ogs all for action, not just from+GOVernmigm’ out,
importance wh%c f;om industry, the higher :e('iucaflor} igrs)s R, J
s oy ing institutions. In reaching decl}/{s o=
aggltievgngénzgie %nto account the effects g{osgi o?pengineersz
L = : ' = a major employ L € 25
I‘?cglfmengigégis;az?oggvggzmigiiig place within the Civil Service
similar B

Initial Views

; followed by

2 . urable and were bing 1
he initi views were largely favou I . tHe "B I
g i'glg%a%ess favourable gomment, many Oppoilaiich unites th?si:
afwa statutory authority. However, one them‘tics of the speci
;esaonses so far, even from the.strongestfcilsome o bi00s
recgm:nendations, is that there is a need fo e

j e ustI’la‘ f

This view has been expressed particularly b{uégzss with whic
and there are encouraging signs of the Sggéband Ford, o;t @
industry is considering the Eiopos:é;re woll gihef
example, are both involving eir : .
formmgla‘:'.ing a detailed assessment and respggsl ;;re aking
submissions received indicatg that compant - Py o
heart the recommendations waich the Repoljning and use
and pre reviewing their recruitment, trai
engineers accordingly.

s ine

Finniston was primarily concerned with theczfslgof Clvlent
in manufacturing industry. Tne c1rcumstancts, iffer

engineering are in certain important reigiough
Employers are already heavily involved d formati
institutions in the academic training an tance by TBS jyed ¥
engineers. There is there;‘oz;e some reSlee’Coming in
in the "ecivils" group to civil engineers /
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als which would involve a shif
Prqufng bodies - though whether the
s

exlluded if we decided to get
exc

perhaps a
possible Qutcome

t probable outcome of
Tpelmg: presented with a8 range of altern
wil eme will be the Cgmmlttee's Proposal
ext;" statutory authority Teésponsible to t
u Industry; at phe other extreme there
foronly need a revitalised Council of Engi
?SEI)- Between these we are likely to be

up an En ineeri
different matter. 8 ing 4

these consultatig

b of respongipiy;
Y would want l_l)t}’ fron

to‘ € tOtally
Uthori ty is

: Presented with mod
involving varying d_egrees of voluntary or statutory G
;articipation- We xnow of two such modelg

the Institution of iﬂechapical En,
Arnold Hall, of Hawker Siddely.

others. There will glsg be alter
suggestion for an Authority fundeq
Proposals have already b_een Voiced
employers and for self—flnanc1ng measures.

The detailed educational

but here again there seems general accept
for change. These comments are being col

has the task of pre

October to ensure there is a properly structured

Timetable for Early Decisions

In view of the pro
need for

C being develg ed b
gineers (II‘,’IechE) and b, 3 ¢

There will certa
natives to the

direct by Government,
for financig]

: Yy Sir
inly be
Commi ttee 'g

support from

paripg Papers for the two day Conferer’lce in

gress being made on consultations and the

early decisions on the most important matters I propose
that the Inter—Departmental Group of officials which has been

formed to consider th
8 report, _Setting out

. -~-8t1ons and the consultations, by the end
beginnin

e Finniston Report should bring forward
the main options which arise from their

of May or

g€ of June at the latest. This would allow an .
@louncepent before the Summer Recess about the Government's
attitude to

Woulq not pe

: the key proposals for a new Authori ty, pegistrgtion
*glneers ang accreditation of courses and training. I

enact ECeSSaI to iv i w these might be

ed b t D4 give detalls of ho g

IOI g a 5311;9 announ uld rovide a better focus
the OCtO] cement wo P!

voulq ,

er conference on the educational proposals. It

i ultations on
any legizi clear the way for further detailed cons

ation which may be necessary.

=2 Discusgion

of the Ny,
R psp e

epOI‘t le

hort
C discussion on 2 April, when I shall present a s

ot angd Ve we Shou]d .
her encm,ra restrict oqrselves to welcox‘nmg the
C ! i tion of the debate; any
ppI‘()a h glng the continua

¢ould prejudice the consultations.
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Conclusion

The Committee is invited to:

_
a Note the key igsues raised by the Piges
Report and progress of the current ponlston
consultations; round g
. b Endorse the proposed timetable for deoi
18iong.
)

Endorse the suggested line for discuggi
S1lon at

NEDC.
B 27

March 1980

Department of
Ashdown e Industry

123 Victoria Street
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