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CONFIDENTIAL 22nd May 1981

PUBLIC OPINION BACKGROUND NOTE 65

The interviewing for our latest 'tracking' study was
from 13th until 18th May 1981. The research found
no major change in the support for the Social Democrats -
at present there is no sign of an upturn in support
for them. Support for :he Literals also remains stable.
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CONFID7N,TlAl

PUBL:0 02IN7ON BA,-KGROUND :TOTE 65

(Produced 92nd May 1981)

The interviewing for our la:es: Gallup 'tracking' study was
ccrducted from 13th until 18th May. The survey found no major
ch=,nges ftpm the previous study, in particular it found no sign
of an upturn in support for the Soc'al Democrat==, after the downw,,-rd
trend in support for them in recent weeks. Support for :he Liberals
also remaining constant.

The tables below and attached graphs show the trend in support
for :he main parties from early March for:-

(a) 7h.=,' standard voting intention question (the term Social
Democrat is no: mentioned in the question)
how :he electorate said they would vo:e if a Socal Democratic
candidate was standing

(0) how the electorate said they would vote if a candidate f or

a Social Democratic/Liberal alliance stood.

:7 should be noted that the published figures on voting intention
exclude don't knows (the figures are re-calculated)

the tables below do not.

VOTING INTENTION (including don': knows)
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Sgendard Vo:ina Inten:ion

The s:andard Gallup vc:ing in:en:ion question (excluding don': knows)
found a marginal improvemen: 43-1 zhe posi:ion of :he Conserva:ive
and Labour par:ies and a very sigh,--= fall in supoor: for :he
Liberals and Social Democrats.

labour lead us by 2% (13/18 May)compared wi:h
published pollconduc:ed 6/11May.

VOTING INTENTION
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2 . Gover=ent

The ltest survey found a further improvement in t o copulari of
the Government - is now Ic‘y a small margin) at  i7s  highest

level -,='nce las: year.
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A Popular4—tv of PoliticPl leaders

Mrs Thatcher's popularity improved ye: again (by a small amount) in
the latest study - it is now a: its highest level since las: year.
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