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SECRET
FOLLOWING MESSAGE FROM THE PRIME MINISTER TO PRESIDENT CARTER

BEGINS:
DEAR MR, PRESIDENT,

THANK YOU FOR YOUR MESSAGE OF 1 OCTOBER ABCUT THE SOVIET
COMBAT BRIGADE IN CUBA, SENT BEFORE YOQUR TELEVISION ADDRESS
TO THE AMERICAN PEOPLE, | HAVE READ THE TEXT CAREFULLY.,

| SHARE YQUR CONCERN ABCUT CUBAN AND SOVIET INTENTIONS IN
THE CARIBBEAN. ERITAIN TCO HAS SIGNIFICANT INTERESTS THURE,
| ALSO AGREE THAT THIS DANGER EXISTS MCORE WIDELY IN THE
DEVELOPING WORLD, IT IS ESSENTIAL THAT THE SOVIET UNION SHOULD
PECOGNISE YOUR RESCLVE IN THIS MATTER, :

| AM THEREFCQRE ESPECIALLY ENCCURAGED BY YCUR STATEMENT THAT
YOU ARE ACCELERATING EFFORTS TO INCREASE THE CAPABILITY QF THE
UNITED STATES TO USE ITS MILITARY FORCES WORLD WIDE, AFTER WHAT
HAS HAPPFNED IN ANGOLA, ETHIOPIA AND ELSEWHMERE, THERE IS AN
IMPERATIVE NEED TO DENONSTPATE TO THE RUSSIANS THAT THE WEST Wit L
NMOT TOLERATE FURTHER ACTICN CF TwIS KIND BY THEM AND THEIR 4aLL 1SS,
YOU KhOW THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT’S POSITICN ON SALT 11, VE
HOFPE THAT THE TREATY WILL BE RATIFIED WITHOUW DELAY., WE WOULD
NOT WISH ANY COMPLICATIONS CONCERNING SALT I TC STAND IN THE
WAY OF NECESSARY IMPROVEMENTS IN THE ALLIANCE’S LeFENCES,

| WELCCME QUR CONTINUING FERSONAL CCNSULTATICN CON MAJOR
INTERNATIONAL 1SSUES,

WITH BEST WISHES,
MARGARET THATCHER

ENDS
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