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. TUATCHER SAW IRS CANDHI ALCNE A"L-DID HQT GIVE US
{- ACSOUNT CF HER DISCUSSIC!. RS GANDHI 1E A °UBSEQbLZT
, TCoViEW WITH THE DAILY TELZGRAPH CORRESPCI CDENT SAID THen
Al LIt NC DISCUSSICH OF iMMIGRATION,. | ACCCMPANIED MRS
SER DUR11'G HER CALL OF CHAVAI' AND EANEl LAL s AGAIL L,
. *IGRATION WAS NCT TOUCHED O , WHICH ilAY DE SIGNIFICANT
£ KNOW AN ASGIDUCLZ JUMICR CFFICHAL HAL PREPAREL A
LEr ON THE SUBJECT FOR CHAVAY, AND A HOME MINISTRY

(LiAL WAS | ATTENDANCE AT THE INTERVIEW.
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v MG LURIEFED JEREMY THORPE AND THE TWO JOURKALISTS WhO HAD
ﬂ'h“) HRS GANDHI. THE JOURMALISTS SEEM TO HAVE BEEN USING MRS
HWEATCIE R *G VESIT AS AN EXCUSE FOR GETTING INTO INDIA, AND WERE,
WOCLITRATING ON INDRIAN POINTS. MR THORPE'S DI SCUSSION

WATLLLD TMORE WIDELY, MRS GANDHI DID QUESTION HIM
CLLSLLY ON THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE NATIONAL FRONT BUT

oiWEl NG PARTICULAR CONCERN FOR THE LOT OF INDIANS RESIDENT IN

i.‘.; Ui\.
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Je (RS THATCHER’S MEETING WITH CHAVAN TOUCHED ON THE FOLLOWING -
POINTS 3 '

(A) RELAXATION OF RESTRICTIONS ON FOREIGN CORRESPONDENTS. AS ¥
ALRCADY REPORTED, MRS GANDHI ’S PRIVATE SECRETARY IS BELIEVED TO HAVE"
ATTRIBUTED THIS RELAXATION TO THE EMBARRASSMENT THAT WOULD

LHE CAUSED IF THE BAN WERE MAINTAINED DURING MRS THATCHER’S VISIT.

(P) mot ALIGMED CONFERENCE. CHAVAN EMPHASISED ECONOMIC PROBLEMS

i THE IMPORTANCE OF COOPERATION BRETWEEN THE DEVELOPED AND UNDER
VCVELTPED CQUNTRIES,

THE SUPCOMTINENT — PAKI|STAMN, BANGLADESH AND SOUTH EAST ASIA,

"5 THATCHER VISITED THE IMMIGRATION SECTION, AND
.17 UPQ™ PART OF ONE INTERVIEW. SHE THEN MET ALL
FL7PLE ECQS, PLUS SUPERVISING STAFF, AMD ASKED
THE DAILY RUN OF BUSINESS. SHE WAS MORE
CLNNED ABOUT MUTS AMD BOLTS THAN WITH STATISTICS,
n&, ETC, AND DID NOT EXPRESS ANY VIEWS ON THE
“IANCE PROBLEM, SHE DID HOWEVER WORK OUT FOR
“TCULF THAT IN PRACTICE THE DIFFERENCE RETWEEN A
TUTCRILY ENTITLED DEPEMDENT, AND THOSE ENTITLED TO
UNDER THE RULES, 1S SLIGHT. HER QUESTIONS ABOUT
“7S WERE INMSPIRED BY AN INLAND REVEMUE ESTIMATE,
L ASCD OM TAX CLAINS, °F 50,989 DEPENDENTS.
HLE CUR DEPLUDENTS QUCUL WAS SCHEWHAT OVER A HUNDRED ALD
. FIAY?S QUEUE, THUUGH COPTAINING MORE !
.. < LIU'TS, WOULD NOT TAKE HER MORE THAN A FRACTION OF
\VAY TOWARDS ‘HER HALF MiLLION,




. 'ra THATCHER CAMF ACRCSS WELL IM PUPLIC. HEP
I | TVUSS FARNED HER GOOD MARKS EVEN AMONGST
ST OF OrPOSING VIEWS, WE UNDERSTAND THAT TWO MEMRERS OF  »
GAMDHE 'S PRIVATE OFFICE, IN, SURSEQUENT CONVERSATION,
¢ID THAT WHILE MRS THATCHER WAS EVIDEMTLY SEEKING SOME
\WOMAL PRESTIGE FOR DOMESTIC POLITICAL PURPOSES, THE VISIT HAD
ALSO TEEN USEFUL IN THE CONTEXT OF INDO=BRITISH RELATIONS AND
I" TERMS OF ESTABLISHING A RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN MRS GANDHI
" RS THATCHER. MRS GANDHI HAD APPARENTLY REMARKED TO HER STAFF
HAT THOUGH THERE WERE QUITE A NUMBER OF SURJECTS ON WHICH
SHE AMD MRS THATCHER DI SAGREED, SHE HAD BEEN AGREEABLY
SURPRISED BY THE POSITIVE AND BUSINESS-LIKE NATURE OF MRS
THATCHER'’S APPROACH AND THE DIRECT AND NO-NONSENSE WAY [N
'"1CH SHE PUT ACROSS HER OWN VIEWS SO THAT THEY COULD BE
FCATILY UNDERSTOOD.
IT SFEMED TO THEM THAT MRS THATCHER WAS REPRESENTATIVE OF
NEW GEMERATIOM OF BRITISH POLITICIAN, WITH NO PARTICULAR
LIT1'S OR HANMG=UPS ABOUT INDIA : AND, TAKEN OVER
L, IN THE CONTEXT OF INDO-BRITISH RELATIONS THAT
t "2 AN IMPROVEMENT,
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