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Introduction

The Gallup organisation conducted the interviewing for our latest 'tracking study
from 21th to 29th November and they interviewed 951 electors. The survey found a
very sharp increase in Conservative support from 41%% (17/22 November) to 15%% in
the latest study. Labour support fell from 33% to 32% over the same period.
Alliance support fell from 23% to 19%. It is too early to conclude whether these
figures represent a perztanent upward movement in Conservative support - we will need
77 Wait for the results of further surveys before drawing any firm conclusions.
If this latest jump in Conservative support is confirmed it will take our support
back almost to the peak of support reached during the Falklands Crisis when 19%
claimed they would vote Conservative (16/21 June). The current level of support
compares with the situation at the start of 1982 when 25% claimed they would vote
Conservative. Labour support has fluctuated between 23/2% and 3E% in 1982. The
latest study found 32% claiming they would vote Labour - only 2 percentage points
higher than in early January 1982 when 3C% claimed they would vote Labour. The
combined level of Liberal/Social Democratsupport has fallen from 12% in early
January 1982 70 19% in the latest study. If the findings from th's latest study ere
confirmed they will represent the lowest level of Alliance support this year. It 's
perhaps worth pointing cut that some evidence exists that opinion polls are tending
to underestimate the level of Social Democrat support.

Details of the trend of support for the main parties since the start of 1982 are
shown in the table overleaf.
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1. 9overnmenn 7,ecorb

Tne anesn snudv found a sharp inprovemenn in 7:77: level :f approval :f
rec.:rot :f nne lovernmenn - up from 39% 17/12nd :Toventer no in =he Lanesn
e will need 70 awain nne resulns :f furnher sur-/eys tef :re irawing any firm
ono:us:ions 'based :h nnis s-ur-,-ey. The lanes: f,.nPinzs ::mpare a nea?.: of 51';
:Laiming 70 pe sanisfieb 7.7.E recorO 71e 2overhnenn uring nhe Falklands Mists .
lenails :f nhe :rend fromi.nls Zcvernmenn record :uesni:h since nne 	
a_r e 'Ad.71
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Published 7-cils

(a MORI (Daily 7xpress 1st December 198.2:

The Daily Express on Wednesday 1st December 1982 included details of the resu7ts 3f a

MORT study conducted between November 18th and 74th. The survey found 43% claimHng

they would vote Conservative, 35% Labour, 21% Alliance and 2% for 'other parties.

Details of the =rend of support for the parties is shown below:-

MORI Votin Tntenticn

November October November 


1082 1982 1982

Conservative 43 43 27

411Labou
r 35 32 27

Alliance 21 )2 44

Other 1 2 2

MORT also found:-

Labour has lost support among the 18 70 24 age group and we have a 2% lead.

Among trade unionists Labour has lost 10% of its support since the last election.

The two nation divide in 3ritain is still marked. A Labour lead of 27% in

Scotland and 4% in the North of England becomes a Conservative lead of 8% in the

Midlands and 22% in the South.

In support from home-owners we lead Labour by 55 - 24 per cent. Council tenants

reverse it and give a 54 - 21 per cent lead to Labour.

b) Gallup (Channel Four News 28th November 1982)

The Channel Four News programme on 28th Novsmber inclilded details cf a ,allup poll

conducted from 17th to 22nd November cn attitudes 70 the Common Market.

Gallup asked 'Generally speaking, do you think that British membership of =he ..o7mon

Market is a good thing, a bad thing or neither good nor bad.' 2E% thought cur

membersnip was a good thing, 46% a bad thing, 22% neither good nor bad and 7% dij not

have a view. Details of the answers 7C this o,,..estion among tne supporters of the

main parties are shown over:-



KB/242/6

Membership of the Tom= Market

Good/Bad

Conservative

Supporters 


Labour Liberal Allience

Supporters Supporters Supporters 


Good 25 34 16 )4. )7

Bad 46 34 53 47 47

Neither 2 26

Don't know 7 6

When Gallup asked 'If you were to be told tomorrow that the European Community

(Common Market) had been scrapped would you be very sorry about it, indifferent or

relieved', they found 29% claiming to be 'very sorry', 34% 'indifferent', 42% 'relleied'

and 5% with no view. •
Gallup found only 10% of electors seeing the Common Market as being united, 78% divided

and 12% having no view.

Gallup asked 'Do you think the Government's policy on the Common Market has been too

tough, not tough enough or about right. 5% of electors thought cur policies have been

toc tough, 54% 'not tough enough,' 28% about right and :3% did not have a view.

When Gallup asked about how electors would vote on a referendum on membership 36%

claimed they would vote to stay in, 54% to leave and 10% that they would not vote or

did not know how they would vote.

7 oonomiet cnte77'0'ene.e Mit The Economist 4th December 1982

The Economist on 4th December included details of an Economist Intelligence Unit

survey conducted from 10th to 27th September among; the unemployed. Among the

unemployed found 23% claiming they would vote D'onservative,5% 'Labour end 18%

Allianee. The E. 1.0. asked the unemployed who they blamed for unemployment. They

found:-

Who blamed f.-Dr _Inemploryment?
410

Shief blame Some blame

Nobody/:,crld economy 17

Thatcher/this Government

Government and pc1 ticians

o'enen277"

Trade l'nions

Workers themselves

Bosses

Don't know


