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Thank you f o r y o u r l e t t e r o f 6 August. As I t o l d you when we met i n 

London, the U n i t e d Kingdom Government welcomes the i n t e r e s t you have 

shown over t h e problems o f N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d , i n p a r t i c u l a r y o u r s t a u n c h 

s t a n d a g a i n s t t e r r o r i s m . I t i s however c l e a r from t h e terms o f y o u r 

l e t t e r t h a t the meeting w h i c h you e n v i s a g e would be - and c o u l d n o t 

f a i  l t o be - a meeting t o d i s c u s s and i n d e e d n e g o t i a t e about t h e 

p o l i t i c a l f u t u r e o f N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d , a p a r t o f the U n i t e d Kingdom. 


I am sure you w i l l u n d e r s t a n d t h a t i t would be wrong f o r a M i n i s t e r o f 

Her M a j e s t y ' s Government t o t a k e p a r t i n a d i s c u s s i o n o f t h a t n a t u r e 

i n t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s o r indeed anywhere e l s e o u t s i d e t h e U n i t e d 

Kingdom. Her M a j e s t y ' s Government r e c o g n i s e the deep i n t e r e s t o f I r i s h 

p e o p l e wherever t h e y may be i n t h e problems o f N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d . 

However, as I made c l e a r i n t h e statement I i s s u e d on 7 August 

f o l l o w i n g your own p u b l i c statement i n New York, the p o l i t i c a l f u t u r e 

of N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d i s a m a t t e r f o r n e g o t i a t i o n between Her M a j e s t y ' s 

Government, the P a r l i a m e n t a t Westminster and t h e p e o p l e o f t h e 

P r o v i n c e . 


Thank you f o r coming t o see me - I enjoy e d what was f o r me a v a l u a b l e 

d i s c u s s i o n when we met i n London, and I l o o k f o r w a r d t o s e e i n g you 

a g a i n . 
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