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1. FOLLOWINGIS TEXT OF MY MA IN STATEMENT IN THE SECUR ITY COUNCIL

ON 1 ,APR IL:

AS MEMBERS OF THE COUNCIL WILL BE AWARE, THERE HAVE BEEN DIFFERENCES

FOR MANY YEARS BETWEEN MY GOVERNMENT AND THE GOVERNMENT OF THE

REPUBLIC OF ARGENT INA_ CONCERN ING THE FALKLAND ISLANDS. MY

GOVERNMENT HAS. ASKED FOR TH IS EMERGENC'Y MEET ING OF THE COUNC IL

BECAUSE IT NOW' HAS REASON TO BELIEVE THAT THE GOVERNMENT OF

ARGENTINA IS PLANNING TO ATTEMPT TO INVADE THESE ISLANDS.

THE FALKLANDS ARE S ITUATED IN THE SOUTH ATLANT IC, SOME 770

K ILOMETRES NORTH EAST OF CAPE HORN. THEY HAVE A POPULATION OF

ABOUT 1900 PEOPLE. THESE ARE PEOPLE OF MA INLY BR ITI SR OR IG IN,

MCST OF kliOM HAVE BEEN BORN THERE TO FAMIL I ES ,WH ICH HAVE LIVED

THERE FOR GENERAT IONS. THERE IS NO S IGN IF ICANT ARGENT INE ELEMENT

IN THE POPULATION. THE UK HAS EXERC ISED SOVEREIGNTY OVER THE"

FALKLAND ISLANDS SINCE EARLY IN THE 19TH CENTURY AND CONT INUES

TO DO -SO TODAY.

FOR SEVERAL YEARS, THE AFFA IRS OF  THE FALKLANDS HAVE BEEN DISCUSSED

BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY.. THE FALKLANDS. ARE ONE OF THOSE

TERRITORIES ABOUT 4141CH THE UNITED KINGDOM REPORTS TO THE UNITED

NATIONs. UNDER ARTICLE 73(E) OF THE CHARTER. AT-THE MOST RECENT

SESSION OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, A DECISION  WAS  ArOPTED TO:THE

EFFECT THAT. THE COMMITTEE OF 24 SHOULD KEEP THE SITUATION IN THE

TERR ITORY UNDER:REV! EW. THE 1SSEMBLY HAS NOT ADOPTED A RESOLUT ION

ON  THE SUBJECT_FOR SEVERAL YEARS BUT HAS CONTENTED  ITSELF WITH

TAK ING NOTE OF  DEVELOPMENTS.

MY GOVERNMENT AND THE GOVERNMENT OF ARGENTINA HAVE HELD A SER IES

OF MEETINGS TO DISCUSS THE SITUATION IN THE FALKLAND ISLANDS.

IN THESE MEETINGS, ELECTED REPRESENTATIVES CF  THE LOCAL

POPULAT ION  HAvE REGULARLY TAKEN PART. REPORTS HAVE BEEN SUBMITTED

TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY ABOUT THESE mEETINGS, MOST RECENTLY  IN

NOTES DATED  1 APR IL  1981 (DOCUMENT A/36/156). IN THIS NOTE,  IT
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'BOTH DELEGATIONS'  WEED THAT- TH  IS 'QUESTION SHOULD BE EXAMINED
-IN FURTHER NEGOTIATIONS AT AN EARLY DATE": -

SUCH DISCUSSION DID IN FACT CONTINUE, MOST RECENTLY IN WEw YORK'
AT THE END OF FEBRUARY. REPRESENTATIVES OF_THE.U0 GOVERNMENTS'

CONFIRMED ON THAT OCCASION 'THEIR-WISH TO CONTINUE THEIR''DISCuSSIONS!
WITHIN THE NEGOTIATING FRAMEwoRK REFERRED TO IN TH,E,RELEVANT .
RESOLUTIONS oF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY. BUT -RE:GRETTABEY THE ARGENTiNE
GOVERNMENT APPEARS TO HAVE DECIDED, FOLLOWING THOSE DISCUSSIONS,

THAT IT DiD NOT WISH TO CONTINUE ON THIS •COURSE. THE J0eNT -

COMMUNIQUE wHICH HAD BEEN AGREED AT THESE TALKS IN NEw YdRK wAS
NOT PUBLISHED IN BUENOS AIRES.

RECENTLY, RELATIONS BETWEEN THE UN.ITED iiNGDCM  -AND, ARGENT_INA
DETER IORATED AS A RESULT OF AN INCIDENT isetn,  GEORGIA, 9NE. OF.
THE DEPENDENtIES OF THE -F-ALKLAND ISLANDS, wm ICH IS OVER 1390
KILOMETRES FROM THE FALKLAND  ISLANDS-THEMSELVES.'TKE UNITED
KINGDOM HAS•EXERCISED SOVEREIGNTy OVER SOUTH GEORGIA SINCE 1775
wiliEN THE ISLAND WAS DISCOVERED BY CAPTAIN COOK.,A BRITISH

GOVERNMENT STATION,HAS EXiSTED-ON SOUTH GEORGIA S.INCE 1939.

AT PRESENT A BRITISH ANTARCTIC suRVEy BASE PROVIES_AN ALL:-
THE YEAR ROUND BRITISH PRESENCE. THE ARGENTI.NE CLAIM TO SOUTH
GEORG IA DATES ONLY FROM :1-927 AND I S -PRESUMABLY BASED ON THE .
ISLAND'S ALLEGED PRO-X11,-fITY TO 1:HE ARGE4T1NE MONLAND.,

THE COMMANDER'a THE BRITISH AN-tACRTIC SURVEY tASE AT GRYTVIKEW
ON SOUTH GEORGIAREPORTED ON 19 MARCH THAT AN ARGENTINE:NAVY
CARGO VESSEL WAS ANCHORED IN NEARBY LEITH HARBOUR AN.D THAT A
LARGE.'PARTY OF ARGENTINES WERE SETTING UP" CAMP; THE ARGENTINE.
FLAG HAD BEEN HOISTED. THE BASE COMMANDER TOLD THE MEN THEY HAD
NO RIGHT TO LAND,ON SOUTH GEORGIA WITHCUT SEEKING pERMIStION
FROM THE BR IT IN . AUTHOR IT I ES AND ORDERED THEm E ri-HgR  TO SEEK THE
NECESSARY CLIARANCE-OR TO LEAVE.j.THE UK GOVERNMENT:.:_61GHT
IMMEDIATE CLAri IF I C-AT ION :FROM THE 'ARGENT! NE":GOVERNMENT, BOTH IN

BUENCSIAIRES AND LONEkik; AAKING CLEAR iHAT• WE .REGARDED THIS AS
A POTENTIALLY- SERIOUS INCIDENT AND 'ASKING THE ARGENTINES TO
ARRANGE FOR THE IMMEDIATE DEPARTURE OF THE SHIP -AND PARTY. -
HMS ENDURANCE, A LIGHTLY-ARMED ICE-PATROL VESSEL, WAS ORDERED
INTO THE AREA.

THE ARGENTINE SHIP:AND  MOST OF THE PARTY LEFT ON 21 MARCH.
BUT ABOUT TEN ARGENTINES R'EmAINET. THE ARGENTINE GOvERNMENT,
WHO CLAImED TO HAVE HAD No PRIOR KNOWLEDGE OF THE CANDINGI,
ASSURED US THAT NO SERVING MILITARY PERSONNEL wER:E INVOLVED: t.'



-- ARuENTINE"C-ITIZENS—IN SOUTH GEOR-a1A—I-3UT—PRESSI'NG INSTEAT-FOR

DISCUSSION NOT ONLY OF'THIS ISSUE BUT ALSO OF THE'wIDER'

SOVEREIGNTY ISSUE.

1,40.10")
ON(.70 MARCH, STATEMENTS IN BOTH HOUSES OF PARLIAMENT IN

LONDON MADE IT CLEAR THAT THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT HAD NO WISH:TO

INTERFERE WITH A STRAIGHTFORWARD CWIMERCIACCONTRACT BUT THAT

WE COULD NOT ACCEPT AN ILLEGAL UNAUTHORISED PRESENCE ON.BRIT4Si4

TERRITORY. THE STATEMENT EMPHASISED OUR WISH'TODEFUSE fHE

ISSUE AND TO PURSUE A DIPLOMATIC SOLUTION TO IT.

ON 31 MARCH THE BRITISH AMBASSADOR IN BUENOS-AIRES PROPOSED

TO THE ARGENTINE FOREIGN MINISTER THAT A SENIOR OFFICIAL SHOULD

VISIT BUENOS AIRES TO DISCUSS A DIPLOMATIC SOLUTICN, ADDING

THAT THE DEFUSING OF THIS INCIDENT WOULD HELP PREPARE THE'wAY

FOR A RESUMPTION OF A DIALOGUE ON THE BROADER SOVEREIGqTY ISSUE.

EARLIER TODAY, THE ARGENTINE FOREIGN MINISTER-GAVE 'THE

REPLY OF HIS GOVERNMENT TO THE BRITISH AMBASSADOR-IN BUENOS AIRES.

HIS REPLY WAS NEGATIVE. HE DECLINED TO DISCUSS FURTHER

THE PROBLEMS OCCASIONED BY THE ILLEGAL PRESENCE OF ARGENTINE

NATIONALS ON SOUTH GEORGIA, HE SPECIFICALLY STATED THAT HE NO

LONGER WISHED TO USE DIPLOMATIC CHANNELS TO DISCUSS THE

SITUATION IN SOUTH GEORGIA.

MR PRESIDENT, I HAVE-DESCRIBED IN MORE DETAIL- THIS RECENT INCIDENT

AFFECTING SOUTH GEORGIA. BUT THE PURPOSE OF mY GOVERNMENT iN

CALLING THIS MEETING OF THE SECURITY COUNCIL IS.TO-CONSIDER THE_.,
THREAT NOT TO SOUTH GEORGIA BuT TO THE FALKLAND ISLANDS, VHICH,

k AS

I HAVE ALREADY SAID, ARE MORE THAN 1303 KILOMETRES'AWAY.-

WE HAVE EVIDENCE THAT THE ARGENTINE NAVY IS ABOUT TO LAUNCH AN

INVASION, POSSIBLY AS EARLY AS TOMORROW mORNING THE ARGENTINE

PRESS HAS FOR SEVERAL DAYS BEEN CARRYING NOT ONLY.DETAILED

ACCOUNTS OF ARGENTINE NAVAL MOVEMENTS "IN READINESS FOR

OPERATIONS IN THE SOUTH ATLANTIC" BUT ALSO STATEMENTS ABOUT-THE

SIGNIFICANCOF THESE MOVEMENTS BY THE ARGENTINE1AINISTER-OF

DEFENCE. ON 28 MATCHALL NAVAL LEAVEWAS. CANCELLED. IT iS
ii"-

CLEAR THAT ALMOST i,LL THE ARGENTINE FLEET, INCLUDING AN

, AIRCRAFT CARRIER; DESTROYERS, CORVETTES .AND SUBMARINES, IS'NOw

b",:e AT SEA. YESTERDAY ALL ARGENTINA'S C130 TRANSPORT AIRCRAFT LEFT

THEIR BASES. THEIR DESTINATION wAS NOT REVEALED BUT ACCORDING

TO THE ARGENTINE PRESS THEY ARE BEING PREPARED TO AIRLIFT
...A041•-•7

TROOPS TO THE SOUTHERN PART OF THE COUNTRY. ON 30 MARCH,#

AT LEASTTwO AIRCRAFT OF THE ARGENTINE AIR FORCE-OVERFLEW THE

FALKLAND ISLANDS, WITHOUT DIPLOMATIC CLEARANCE HAVING BEEN



FALKLAND ISLANDS, WITHOUT DIPLOMATIC CLEARANCE '4Avii;4G BEEN--
SOUGHT IN ACCORDANCE WITH NORMAL INTERNATIONAL PROCEDURES, ONE

OF THESE OVERFLIGHTS WAS By NIGHT AND THE AIRCRAFT CARRIED NO
LIGHTS. ALL OF THIS ACTIVITY, AND THE STATEMENTS By ARGENTINE
MINISTERS THAT HAVE ACCOMPANIED IT, HAVE GIVEN my GOVERNmENT

4‘REASON To BELIEvE THAT AN ATTEMPT IS ABOUT TO mADE TO USE

FORCE TO CHANGE THE ADMINISTRATION oF THE FALKLAND ISLANDS

AGAINST THE WISHES OF THE INHABITANTS.

MR PRESIDENT, MY GOVERNMENT VIEWS THE PRESENT SITUATION

WITH THE UTmOST SERIOUSNESS. WE CALL ON THE SECURITY COUNCIL
TO TAKE IMMEDIATE ACTION IN ORDER TO PREVENT AN INVASION. wE
ASK THIS COUNCIL TO EXERCISE ITS RESPONSIBILITY UNDER THE

CHARTER TO MAINTAIN INTERNATIONAL PEACE AND SECURITY. WE ASK
THIS COUNCIL TO CALL UPON THE GOVERNMENT OF ARGENTINA TO

REFRAIN FROM THE THREAT OR USE OF FORCE AGAINST THE FALKLAND

ISLANDS AND TO EXERCISE RESTRAINT. I CAN ASSURE THE COUNCIL
THAT MY GOVERNMENT HAS CONDUCTED THE RECENT NEGOTIATIONS IN
pERFECT GOOD FAITH AND THAT THE BRIEISHGOVERNMENT STANDS READY
TO CONTINUE THESE NEGOTIATIONS IN THE FUTURE. WHAT IS
UNACCEPTABLE IS AN ATTEMPT TO CHANGE THE SITUATION BY FORCE.

THIS MORNING THE SECRETARY GENERAL SUMMONED THE

' DISTINGUISHED REPR TATIVE OF ARGENTINA AND MYSLEF SEPARATELY
TO EXPRESS HIS DEEP CONCERN OvER THE SITUATION IN THE SOUTH
ATLANTIC AND TO URGE RESTRAINT ON BOTH SIDES. AT NOON TODAY HE
ISSUED A STATEmENT URGING THE T$60 GOVERNMENTS TO CONTINUE TO

USE DIPLOMATIC MEANS TO RESOLVE THE OUTSTANDING ISSUES BETwEE_N
THE MO COUNTRIES. I Am AUTHORISED TO INFORM YOU MR PRESIDENT
AND MEMBERS OF THE COUNCIL THAT IT IS THE FERVENT WISH OF my
GOVERNMENT TO USE DIPLOMATIC CHANNELS TO RESOLVE OUTSTANDING

- ISSUES AND TO •AVERT A CRISIS. AS I HAVE JUST DESCRIBED TO THE
COUNCIL, MY GOVERNMENT HAS MADE REPEATED EFFORTS TO ENGAGE THE

' ARGENTINE GOVERNMENT IN THE SEARCH FOR A DIPLOMATIC SOLUTION,
THOSE EFFORTS HAVE BEEN REBUFFED THIS MORNING IN BUENOS AIRES.

IT IS THIS REFUSAL OF THE ARGENTINE GOVERNMENT TO PURSUE

THE TH oF NEGOTIATION, COMBINED WITH ITS DISTURBING NAVAL ARD

MILITARY PREPARATIONS, wHICH HAVE LED MY GOVERNMENT TO REQUEST
THIS URGENT MEETING OF THE SECURITY COUNCIL. wE ASK THE

COUNCIL TO CALL UPON THE GOVERNMENT OF ARGENTINA TO
EXERCISE THE UTmOST RESTRAINT AND TO REFRAIN FROM THE USE OR
THREAT OF FORCE IN THE SOUTH ATLANTIC. THIDS IS THE wAY FOR THE
COUNCIL TO GIVE AN APPROPRIATE RESPONSE TO THIS MEANACING
SITUATION IN THE AREA. PAho r\i


