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LEADER'S STEERING COMMTITTER

Minutss of the 40th Meeting held at 5.00 p.m,
on Monday, Sth March 1976, in the Leader's
Room at the House pf Commonse

Prepent : Mrs. Thatcher (in the Chair)

¥Mr, Whitelaw, Sir Keith Joaeph
LTord Carrington, M¥r, Maudling

Sir Geoffrey Howe, Mr. Pym (item 3)
Mr. Gilmour, M. Peyton

¥r. Maude, Mrs. Oppenheim

Kr. Atkins

Tn ettendence: Mr, Stanlaey, Mr. Petten
Mr. Ridlaey, Mr. Nicholson

Apologies: Mr, Pricr, Lord Thorneycroft

Southern Africa

Mr, Maudling reported on the situation in Southern Africa
and there wes a discussicn. 1t was agreed that:

i) We should condemn any provision of British aid to

Mozambique which migh' be used tc ansist aggression.

ii) We wished to see the state of war existing between
Mozembique and Rhodesia referred teo the Security Counecil.

iii) We should press the Goverpment to do everything
possible to assist a scttlement in Thodesiz between Mr, Smith
and Mr. NEomo.

iv) We should at present avoid answering hypothetical
questions about arma supplies and what we would do if white
or Asien refugees from Rhodesia gought t¢ come to thia country.
We should, however, ilnvestigate our obligations in international
law towards the white end Asiam population of Bhodaais and
congider how we should eventuzlly respond to this question.

Hetrication

Mrs, Oppepheim introduced her paper (LSC {76) 48) to
which was atiached her esrlier paper on metrication {ICC/T5/85 ).
There was £ g@ipcussion and it wap pgreed that:

1) We would regret that there had never been a vote on
the floor of the House on the subject while pointing out that
we had allowed two debates in Government, and that the present
Government had had plenty of time to hold & debate on a
planned timetalble for metrication, of safeguards, and on &
cut=off date, but had not hithertc taken the opportunity.

ii) We should vote against the Government *s Bill on a
reagoned amendment. There would be a further discussion cn
the precise terme of the gmendment in the backbench Prices
and Conbumer Affairs Committee and at Wedneeday's Shadew Cabinet

meeting.



3.

&ggicultura Egg the Eég

¥r, Bym introduced Him piper (156-{76) 46) on New York
fressed Powitry and also referred to the prablen of the surplus
of skimmed milk powder which had developed under the CAP.
There wag a disciesion. M¥r., Fym's paper on New York Dressed
Poultry was Eﬁﬁﬂaﬂ' T+ was alsc agreed to vole againat the
Governmentts Ton Lo FAke note ol %ﬁﬁ propoged EEC directives
relating to the skimmed surplus on & three line whip on the
evening of Wednesday, 1Oth March, and thet we would ask for
time for & debate on ggricultural affairs.

The meeting cloged 2t 6.13 DPafl.
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