
10 DOWNING STREET 


From the Private Secretary 9 November 1979 

DR. IAN P A I S L E Y 


We spoke on t h e t e l e p h o n e l a t e l a s t n i g h t about t h e q u e s t i o n 

of a m e e t i n g between t h e Prime M i n i s t e r and Dr. P a i s l e y t o 

d i s c u s s s e c u r i t y i n N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d . 


I e n c l o s e f o r y o u r r e c o r d s a note of t h e c o n v e r s a t i o n w h i c h 

took p l a c e on t h e t e l e p h o n e e a r l i e r y e s t e r d a y e v e n i n g between 

Dr. P a i s l e y and Nick S a n d e r s of t h i s O f f i c e . F o l l o w i n g r e c e i p t 

of Dr. P a i s l e y ' s message, I spoke w i t h Ken Stowe and t h e Prime 

M i n i s t e r . The Prime M i n i s t e r s a i d t h a t , n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g t h e l i n e 

i n h e r l e t t e r t o Dr. P a i s l e y of 5 November, she would be p r e p a r e d 

to s e e Dr. P a i s l e y , Mr. Molyneaux and Mr. F i t t s e p a r a t e l y . I 

t h e r e f o r e r a n g Dr. P a i s l e y a t home a t 2245 l a s t n i g h t and, h a v i n g 

a p o l o g i s e d f o r any l a c k of c l a r i t y t h e r e might have been i n t h e 

t e x t of t h e Prime M i n i s t e r ' s l e t t e r , s a i d t h a t t h e Prime M i n i s t e r 

and t h e S e c r e t a r y of S t a t e would, of c o u r s e , be p r e p a r e d t o s e e 

him on h i s own. Dr. P a i s l e y s a i d he would g e t i n t o u c h w i t h me 

on Monday t o f i x a t i m e . He added t h a t i n the l i g h t of my c a l l , 

t h e way was now c l e a r f o r him t o meet t h i s morning w i t h t h e 

S e c r e t a r y o f S t a t e f o r N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d a s p l a n n e d . 


I made i t c l e a r t o Dr. P a i s l e y t h a t t h e Prime M i n i s t e r would 

be o f f e r i n g t o s e e Mr. Molyneaux and Mr. F i t t on t h e same s u b j e c t 

and t h a t t h e o r d e r i n w h i c h t h e m e e t i n g s took p l a c e would depend 

on d i a r y c o n s i d e r a t i o n s . Dr. P a i s l e y r a i s e d no o b j e c t i o n to t h i s 


Roy H a r r i n g t o n , E s q . , 

N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d O f f i c e . 



