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LEADRER'S CONSULTATIVE COMMITTER

Minutes of the 95th Meeting held at 5.00 p.m. on
Wednegday, 4th February 1976, in thé Leader's Room
at the House of Commons.

Present ! . Myd, Thatéher (In the Chair)
Mz, Whitelaw, Sir Keith Joseph, )
Lord Hailsham, Mr. Prior, Mr. Fya,
Mr. Gllmour, Mr. Jenkin, Mr. Peyton,
tMr., Raison, Mr. Msude,
Mr. Buchanan-Smith, Mr. Edwards, -
Mr. Neave; Mrs. Oppenheim {items 1 and 2),
© Mr. Biffemn. :

My, Atkins,

In attendance: Lord Abevdare, Mr, King (item 3),
Mr. Butler, Mr. Stanley, Mr, Patten,
Mr., Ridley, Mr. Nicholson. Il
Apclogies: Lord Carrington, Mr. Maudling,
- Sir:Geoffrey -Howe, Mr, St. Jehm=-Stevas,
Mry Heseltine, Loxd Thorneyeroft.

1. Proposed Buginess for the Week 9the16th Pabruary

On Monday, 9th February, there would be Private Membars!
Motfons, the Motions being those of Mr. Mewens on Foreign Policy
and Morality (Mr, Hurd) and of My, Carter on The Need to Establish
Industry a6 the Country's Fivst Prioxity {(Mr. King). This would be
followed by a Motion on the Select Committee on rtion (Mr, Jenkin).
on which there would be a free vote.

On Tuesday, 10th February, Mr, Douglas-Maon would seek leave
to introduce his Criminal Apgeal {Amendment) Bill under the 10
Minute Rule, This would be followed by the Second Reading of the
Dack Work Regulation Bill (Mg, Pricr, Hr., Hayhoe).

*On Wednegday, llth.Pebruary, Sir John Langford-Holt would seek
leave to introduce his Sbn{a {Amendment} Bill imder the 10 Minute
Rule and this would be followed by & half Supply Day, with subject
to be decided. AL 7.00 p,m, there would be Cpposed Private
Business: tha Second R.eading of the West Midlands County Council
3111 on which Mr, Speed would intervene from the Front Bench.

On Thursday, 12th February, there would be the Second Reading
of the Water Charges Bill, (Mz. Speed, Mr, A, Jones) and this woulc
be followed by Metions on EEG Documenta on Agriculture (Mg, Pym).

On Friday, 13th February, there would be Second Readings of
certein Private Members? Bills, the first Chree bills being
Mr, Corbatt's Sexual Offences tm'nendment) Bill, Miss Richardson's
Domestic Viclence Bill and Mr. Callaghan®s Chrenically Sick end
Disabled Persons (Anendment) Bill.

On Monday, l6th February, there would be the Second Reading of
the Fair Employment (Northern Ireland) Bill {Mr. Neave, Mr. Biggs~
Davison), and of the Road Treffic (Drivers! Ages and Hours of
Work) 3111 (Mr. Fowler).

eeenad 2. Matters
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Matters Arising on Busfness

It was agreed that:
(1) There would be a very styong three line whip oo the Dock Work
Regulation Bill.

CHTTYL L .

(11) While we did rot need“to -say ‘that we -would-xvepeal this Bill,
i{f it was enacted, Mz, Prion.would fodicate where and how we would
change it on our refurn TO:RIWELy; LT .
Subjects for the Supply Day ~ o

There was a discussion. It was agreed that we should debate

i

the Government’s fallute to obserwe thelr owniguldelines -for helplig

industry in relation to, State investment In the motor industry, on
a Motion te geduce the ‘salary of the' Becretary of State for
Industzy. There would be a three line whip at 7.00 p.m.

FRV

House of Lords Business -

)

.‘Lotd. Aberdare ,a.nd].apd H;ilsham gxplained the problems that he

arisen with vegard to Lord Goocdman's attitude Lo the amendments he
had previously moved to the Trade Union and Labour Relatlons

(Amendment) Bill, and set out a nusber of possible couwrses of action

for Conservative Peers to take in considering the BLll., There was
a discussion. - . -

1t was gpreed thaty. 1
(1) The Lords should not vote

R

agai:nstt:he Bill on Second Reading.

(i1) It was not deskrable -du.;ing \this-waeaaidn to have the BI1l
passing frequently between the Lords 'and Commons,

(111} No decision on the, right tactics for handling the 3ill
during its Committed Stage in'the'lords was fyet necessary; the
Shadow. Cabinet would discuss.this.guedtlop ggali before the
Committee Stages . . ;.. LTk : :

. ‘

Ather Business. . - o TR )
© It Ea yreed that welwould-support the Scottish Haticnalist
Hotion Ea :

pree

e salaxry of theSecretary of State for Scotianc
the following evening, Thursday 5th Februzry, on a two 1line whip,
but that we shodld not, vote on Plaid Cymru's Motion that same
evening. [ (R S

[

. -3 .

Mrs, Thatcher reportedon a vémark made by Mr, Gyril Smith
on teleylsion the previous evening relating to the Conservative
Paxty, and on a statement that' had been made that day in reply by
Mr. Atlins., It'was agreed that, while supporting Mr. Atkins?!
statement and Beering to set the ‘recovd straight, we should aveid
making any sthtements in public about the Preds reports relating

to the Liberdl leaders -

Mr, Pym reported on a possible new clause to be introduced
by the Goverument Lnto the AZrfculture (Miscellaneous Provis lons)}
Bill on hereditary tenancieg wiiich might. threaten property righty,

generally, It was spreed that'we'should watch developments very
carefully and That Mr, Fym would report when further details were
availablie! |, @0 7 e SR m e e :
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