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LEADER'S CONSULTATIVE COMUTTTEL

Minutes of the 230th Heeting held at 5.00 p.m.
on ¥Monday, 2%th January, 1979, in the Leader's
Room at the House of Commons.

Present: ¥rs. Thateher {in the Chair}
Hr. Whitelaw, Sir Kelth Joseph,
Lord Hailsham, Lord Thorneyeroft,
Sir Geoffrey Howe, Mr. Prior,
Mr, Pym, Sir Ian Gilmour,
kir. Jenkin, Mr. Neave,
Mr, Heseltine, Mr. 5t. John Btevas,
Mr. Haude, Mr. Edwards,
Mr. Nott, Mr. King,
Mr. Taylor, Mr, Carlisle,
Wr. Biffen.

¥r. Atkina.

In attendance: Sir Michasl Havers, Mr, Stanley,
Mr. Butler, Mr. Wolfson,
Lord Denham, Mr, Ridley,
Mp, Nicholson, Hr, Bleck.

Apolegles: Lord Carrington, Mrs. Oppenheim,
ilr. Peyton.

1. FReport of the Rawlinson Committee (LCC/78/191)

There was e short discussion on the Committee's recommendetlons
and on Lerd Hailsham's comments, whien had been cirsulated as
LCe/78/192. It was adreed tha:t the words "or equivelent' should
be inserted after "Lord of Appvsal in Qrdinary" in the last line
of Page 1 of the paper.

It was glso anresd that we should have the Report published

with & suitable introguction, «Ar, Maude and Sir Hichael Havers
were invited te make the appropriate arrangements.

2. The Referendum and the Constitution

Mr. Edwards Introduced a discussion on the Report of his
Committee, which had been published on 12th September, 1978 as
an 0ld Queen Street paper. The followlng points were agreed:

(i) 1t was not desirable to encourage the belilef that the
use of referendums could entrench institutions or constitutional
prectices, as it was clear that ene Parliament could not bind
sugceeding Parliaments. We would therefors not propose the
introduction of an Enabling Bill, but would reserve the right
to introduce a provision for a referendum in any Blll where we
thought 1t might be helpful. Ua would envisage using 1t for
legislation which had very substantial support in the country but
which might be resisted by a mineority.



(11} “e should, howsver, talkie nose 27 the nroblem $hat
upwo—tier” legislation mifht bDe created if we had refersnduns
for mome Bills and ret for others, and of the Zanger that =
Labour Government might use the referendum tu sgcurs popular
endorsenent for certsin superficially sppealing Soclalist
measuyres.

{111} We would Insert a paszage in ihs Manifesto for the
pext Election indicating that we mccepted that the referendum
could be an extTemeiy useful device.

Krs. Thatcher thanked Fe. Fdwards tor the work of s
Conmittee, and 1t w3a agreed that she would write %o the members

af the Committee to thank them for their valusble work.

The Current Indugtrial Crisly

There wes a dlscusslon, =nd reports ware mede of the
11kely developments in the various dispetes, The Tpllowing
polate were apreed!

{1} #r, Jenkir ané Wr. Saviisle wera invitad to Le
prepared to reag: to developments during the wesalk as hosnitels
ané schoole ware affested by industrial aceion,

{11) We shouli say thab we ware gratefuvl that so many
pscpla hed volunteersd t3 help in the hospitnl s, but we would
ot publiely encourage more volunteers Lo uome forwurd as this
might be unhelpful,

{1i1) Th: backbenchars at the Businecs Comniftee would be
asked to continue to pass on nows Ifrom thelr constitusncies to the
vhips' 0fflce as scon a# posaible.

tiv' The Attorney Gimerel would he asked 'f he would
catine the legel positicr releting to restriceicns on the 1se of
strike action by certain gioups of workers. It was noted that
Bection §& of the 10475 Jongpiraey and Protection of Prapevty Acc,
which mravented industrial action likely to cawse loss of 1ifc o7
severe -amage to heslts, was s%ill in force. It was sugsested
that Labour's 1374 &ot, which repealed the whoie of the
Conservative 1871 Act, hed not, in fact, reinetatcd the clause
in the 1971 Act repealing the ben on industrial action oy Jas.
Tlectricity ond Water workers.

(v} We should consider tabling a Private Motlice Questlen
to btir. Rodgers about Iis speech on Sunday in which he threntened
a possible pay and prices freeze, and we should press the Prime
Minisier a3 to whether this speech repracents Government policy.

{vi) 1In 211 public statements it was esseniial To
sontinue to emphasise the ovev-riding nationel interest.

The mesting clesed at £.10 p.&.
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