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iME MINISTER 


V i s i t of Premier Hua 


I understand from C l i v e that you are not keen on the 


reception you w i l l be g i v i n g Premier Hua on the evening of 


Monday, 29 October, being held at the Banqueting House, and 


that you would pr e f e r to have i t at Lancaster House. 


The d i f f i c u l t y i s that Premier Hua w i l l be attending a 


lunch (probably hosted by the Foreign and Commonwealth Secretary) 


at Lancaster House the same day. The meal w i l l f i n i s h at 1400 or 


thereabouts. Your reception i s due to begin at 1730. I f 


your reception were to be held at Lancaster House i t would mean 


that Premier Hua would be t4ae guest twice w i t h i n three hours or so 


Lancaster House. Apart from the d e s i r a b i l i t y of varying 


Premier Hua's programme, GHF w i l l have very l i t t l  e time to 


prepare properly f o r your reception. 


I f , i n the l i g h t of the above, you would l i k e me to pursue 


the question of switching the reception from Banqueting House, 


I w i l l , of course, do so. But you may prefer to leave the programme 


in i t s present form. 


24 September, 1979. 




PRIME MINISTER 


Your Reception f o r Premier Hua 


I have been i n t o the question of whether a venue other than 


the Banqueting House could be found f o r your reception on 


29 October f o r Premier Hua. 


Marlborough House would not be po s s i b l e . I t i s reserved 


with some s t r i c t n e s s f o r Commonwealth occasions. I do not think 


that Hong Kong provides a s u f f i c i e n t excuse. (I imagine that 


Premier Hua might i n any case regard your reasoning as somewhat 


double-edged! ) 


The other p o s s i b l e venue would have been St. James's Palace. 


But I am t o l d that t h i s would only be a v a i l a b l e i f Royalty were 


involved. Since you are g i v i n g a dinner at which Royalty w i l l not 


be present i t would hardly be f e a s i b l e to i n v i t e a member of the 


Royal Family to the reception. 


We seem to be l e f t , therefore, with the Banqueting House. 


I am not sure why you d i s l i k e the Banqueting House. I am assured 


that great care w i l l be taken with f l o r a l decorations and the l i k e . 


My own experience has been that, provided the guest l i s t i s 


s u f f i c i e n t l y large to f i l  l the Banqueting House (and i t w i l l be 


on t h i s occasion),the o v e r a l l e f f e c t i s not unimpressive. 


26 September 1979 
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