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e ' QENDA
1. Asscssment of policy position
}d and future programme.

2. Any other business.
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Minutesz of the 57th Mesting held at 5,00 p.m.
on Monday, 12th June 1978, in the Leader's
Room at the House of Commons.

Present: Mre. Thatcher {in the Oralr)

My, Whitelaw, Sir Keith Josenh,

lord Carrington, Lord Thorneyerott,
gip Ceoffrey Howe, Mr, Prior,

Mr. Pym, Sir Ian ciimour, Mr. Peyton,
My, Davies, Mr. Maude,

Mr. Atkinsa,
. in attendance: Wr, Butler, Mr. gtanley, Yr. Wollsopr,
tr. Matten, Mr. Ridley, Miss Bulloch.

1, (eneure Debate on 14th June

There was a discuzaion on the terms of the motlon %o he
tebled, Mr., Atkins sald that the Liberals were likely to abhnTaln
on a motion of confldence, but there was & possibilaty thzs ther
and the Scottish Nationallete might vote with us on a motinn
ceppuring r. Healey alone. The prese reports that we wWereg 1iel’s
to propose that the chancellor's salary should be cut had bech
based merely on assumption and not on briefing.

It was Bgreed that we ghould takle a motion to halve the
Chancellor's salary.

. 2 Assessment of Peljcy Positlop and Futupre Fro-ramme

{a) Polioy pecsitlon. The policy proposals that had 56111 %o

be discussed, either by the Leader's Consultative Commities or
the Steering Committec, Were reviewed., The pollcy grout report
on nationaliszed induscries had been discuased at an ad hoc
committes, but had still to be considered by the LCT. Propooaly
on rates had been diecussed by the Steering Commititee. &

paper on yrglonal pollcy was in preparatlon: {t had sti1ll tc tr
decided whether epecial measures nould be proposed for Seot]ared,

sty Ceoffrey Howe sald that he had held an all-day meahinr
the previous day on taxation and soclal security propesals.
They had reached gsefal conclusions on taxetlion of shert-Lerm
benefits, and on pensioner credlita. Mre. Thatcher sald that
we #ghould draw up a8 definltive statement on tax credits leavind
the option to intreduce them open, but avolding erterinsz into
a commltment to do S0, we should then be careful to spoak with
sne voaice on the auhject.

¥ra. Thatcher said that we should make no roft rehoe Lo &
constitutional conference TIOW or in the Manifesto: any aonetl-
tutional proposals chould be brought forward when we were 1n
government.

fos. Mr. Davies




Fr. Davies aaid that there were several EEC issues to be
declided: fisherles, the CAP, trade and meonstary pollicy.

(b)Y FPuture Programme. Mr. Pym said that some 20~24 1lssues on

the Scottish Devolution Bill would be hrought back to the Commocns,
embodied in about a hundred amendments. They would probably be
debated about the third week in July. The Government were
unliikely to get the Bill through before the end of the sesslon
unless they introduced a gulllotine motion. We had still to
decide what our next move should be. An October electlon would
nake 1t necessary to change the plans for a referendum.

Mr. Whitalaw saild that 1t was not now possible to have s
debate on ilmmigration, but he intended to make a statement makirne
clear our Intention %o stand firm on our proposals.

It was impertant that we should aveld glving prounds for
allegations that the Pariy was disunlited in 1ts attitude fo
proposals for a referendum on capital punishment, We should
say that a pollicy group was at present considering the whole ‘
suhject of referenda. Mr., Whitelaw would draft a statement Uo
e considered by the LCC the followlng week, makine clear that
we balleve capltal punishment -aa an lasue con which individuzal
members chould reach theilr own decieglonz: 1t was net an

approprliate subjest for a referendum, which weuld, In any caee,
only be adviszory.

Mrs. Thatcher sald that she would welcome a debate or oro-
tection, because the lssue was very likely to arlse at the Bonn
summit meeting.

Sir Ian Gilmour said that he had weltten to Mr. Mulley
about the case of Alr Vice Marshal WwWilliamson.

3. ODther Business

Sir Kelth Joseph reported that senior front bench colleagu
invited to the Prime Minister's dinner for the NEB had all b
refused the invitation. It was agreed that any Junlor spolesmen
-dnwited should also refuse.

The meeting closed at 5.35 p.m.
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