
APPOINTMENTS IN CONFIDENCE 


10 DOWNING STREET 

From the Private Secretary 4 October 1979 

As I have a l r e a d y mentioned t o you, t h e Prime M i n i s t e r and 

t h e C h a n c e l l o r d i s c u s s e d membershio of t h e NEDC when t h e y met 

t h i s morning. The C h a n c e l l o r e x p l a i n e d t h a t t h r e e members -

Mr. M i c h a e l Shanks, L o r d R o l l and S i r L e s l i e Murnhy - were coming 

up f o r r e n e w a l . The C h a n c e l l o r proposed - and t h e Prime M i n i s t e r 

a greed - t h a t t h e Governor s h o u l d r e p l a c e L o r d R o l l . The 

C h a n c e l l o r went on t o s a y he would not w i s h t o r e a p n o i n t Mr. Shanks; 

i f Mr. Shanks was not r e a p p o i n t e d , t h e r e was t h e a u e s t i o n of 

whether he s h o u l d be r e p l a c e d by someone e l s e r e n r e s e n t i n g 

consumers o r by a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of s m a l l b u s i n e s s . As f o r 

S i r L e s l i e Murphy, he would p r e f e r t o r e a p p o i n t him f o r one more 

y e a r . 


The Prime M i n i s t e r a g r e e d t h a t Mr. Shanks s h o u l d not be 

r e a p p o i n t e d , and s u g g e s t e d t h a t he s h o u l d be r e p l a c e d by a woman 

r e p r e s e n t i n g r e t a i l i n g and/or consumers. She s u g g e s t e d t h a t 

Ms D a i s y Hyams of T e s c o would be an e x c e l l e n t c h o i c e . But she 

a l s o thought t h a t s m a l l b u s i n e s s ought t o be r e p r e s e n t e d , and 

s u g g e s t e d t h a t a s m a l l b u s i n e s s r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s h o u l d r e p l a c e 

S i r L e s l i e Murphy - r a t h e r than k e e p i n g him on f o r a f u r t h e r y e a r . 

The C h a n c e l l o r s a i d t h a t he would c o n s i d e r t h i s n o s s i b i l i t y f u r t h e r 

i n c o n s u l t a t i o n w i t h S i r K e i t h J o s e p h - as w e l l a s t h e Prime 

M i n i s t e r ' s p r o p o s a l f o r a r e p l a c e m e n t f o r Mr. Shanks. 


M.A. H a l l , E s q . , 

HM T r e a s u r y . 




v. They d i s c u s s e d membership of t h e NEDC. My l e t t e r 
o f t o d a y ' s d a t e t o t h e T r e a s u r y r e c o r d s t h e i r 
c o n c l u s i o n s . 


