101 ALL MEMBERS OF THE LEADER®S CONSULTATIVE COMNITTEE

Following Wednesday's discussion on toll bridges in
Scotland, I enclose a paper by Mr. Horman Fowlser for
dlgcussion at the Leaderis Consultative Committee meeting
on Monday 3lst July at the end of the main discussion
on the Manifesto.

CHRIS PATTEN

ot AL )

Conservative Research Department CFP/arg
24, 0l1d Queen Street, London, 3Wl 28.7.78
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GOFY NO:.I..
. TOLL CROSSINGS
A Paper by Norman Fowler
1. It hes been the policy of successive governments that

large and expensive estuarial creasings which produce
considerable gavings in time and ¢ost to users should be
subject to tolls. These have not been impessd however,
where construction costs and likely traffic flow are too
small te justify the cost of collection, or where charging
would cause sxosasive diversions of traffic to ather
rosds. There are 1l major crossings of this kind.

(Table 1).

2. Host of the crossings are in major financiel difficulties.
(Table 2). As 8 result * the Mersey, Tyne, Dartford and
Humbar crossing suthorities have joined in & consortium
with the sim of getting help from central government,
Basically they are asking for help wilth the burden of loan
debt and interest charges. They are nct asking for the
crossings to be made foll=free, bBut they estimate that

for sbout £10 miilion a year of govarmment help mest of the
crossings could be made viable and that steep Increases In
toll charges could be avalded, AS Tobles 2 and 3

suggest, the cost of making 8l1 toll crossings free would
te enormous = the major part would consist of writing off
1sana.

3. The current government have reslzted any attempt to

make all crossings free. The Secretary of State's policy,
set out in January 1978, 1s thatz wgers of estuary croBsings
1ike the Mersey turmels recelve exceptional berefits from
these expsneive fecilities and I, llke my predecassory, .
think it right that those who benefit should meet tha cost™,

4. The cbvisus difficulty in making a pledge to gerap all
tolls in Scotlsnd is that it would be extremaly difficuls
o resist the cese for doing 1t elsewhere. At pregent

a plsdge to review the position generally would be waleomed
by the English authoritles particyularly if we egeced to the
proposals to help autharities with thelr interest charges.
On the other hand if we abolish tolls in Scotland and do
not do the same in Fhgland, then we are unlikely to receive
any pralse, end eimply to be accused of ineoonsistency.

It ghould be added that the Tay Bridge 18 one of the few
viable bridges.

5. The total cost of abollshing tolls in Scotland should
take sccount of £30 million of loans outatending on the
three bridges; #£14 million in interest which has not
been paid as well as the operating seBts of around £1.5
million.

6. Clearly we weuld like to meet tha case of Scotland
put we should alsc seek to take into account the interests
of cther parts of the country. It is propesed therefore
that we should pledge a review of the position of all toll
oreasings in Britain, and 1n principle say that we will
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give help with the burden of loan debt and intersat
aharges. In addition we aould argue thet in the case oi‘
the Epskine Bridge in Scotland and the Cleddau Bridge in
Wales the toll income ia now 5o small that 1t hardly Y
justifiss the cost of eollectien. In these two cases E4114
could be sbolished Immedlately and pricr te the general
review.

Conservailve Research Department, NF/arg
24, Old Queen Street, London, SW1 28.7.78
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B Current Toll Lavel Anvst | Asnual
: [ “motar- Tight heavy Trathic Toll
cycle ears goods gocds Incomae
Corsartivm -
Marsty Turmels 977" 16p 25p 2%p 60p 20m £5.3m
Dartfort Tunnal | 1978% 10p 26p atp €0p 1om E2.8m
Tyne Tunmal 78" 5p 15p 40p 40p T Ef.4m
Humbar Bridge | 1579° 40pf BOp/ | E1EG/ | £3.00/ | 4m £4.0m
{estimatech stp E1.20 | £280 | £850
#lm | €135m
Other Crosings
Savern Bridge 1968" Sp 12p 12p 12p 1tm £13m
Erkine Bridga | 1471 e | 1t E0p 50p 3m £05m
X Yames Bridge a1 4p 15 40p Mo 8m £10m
- Forth Bridge 1968 free 16p 500 50 am £1.5m
l Tay Bridge 1956 Sa _12vp 50p 5op Sm £0.8m
Itchen Bridge 1977 5p [10porisp| 250 | E1erf10| 4m £0.4m
: Claddau Brigga | 1976 15p 300 30 &0p 1in £0.4m
TeMRL P OWTI AN MGy ol
N . Grants . Loans
Cromi "
é ™ Govi. L Govt, Other || T Cont
Lonsorsivm _ Em &m fm
Warsey Tunnate— B
Livarpool/Birkenhsad 2% B% | . B
Liverpool/Wallasey - AR B
Dartford Tusnels . B .
" Tsttube % % - 1%
20d tuba® - - 3n . n
Tyne Tunnel 3 1 .7 4 13%
Humbes Bridga® - - 4% 5% 7]
. . [ W |..8z. 6% 183
Cthar Crosslngs .
Severn Bridge - - 12% - 1%
Erskine Bridgs - - %) - ™
Taear Brioge - - - 2 Py
Forth Bridgs % % 15% - 20% .
Tay Bridge - - a 4 7
fichen Bridge - < - t2 1”2
* Cledduy Bridga - - - 12 12
2% 2 130% 9% 738%
“Estimated, ) o
L T T L L e T - : b -
SEERATind LosSES B matmranl i Ik L]
. Expenditure Toll Deficit
Lrasing Oparating | Dabr Tor brought | carded
Costs | Charges | ToW! | locome | W | oeatt | s
I £m €m’ fm £m £m £m £m
Comortium .
Merey Tunnels 28 &1 87 53 3.4 1956 729
Dartford Tuneal Nl 18 50 24 2.2 32 54
Tyna Tunnsl 0. 1.6 24 14 1.0 65 76
Humber Bridgs - 5.0 5O - 5.0 7.0 120
topening 1978}
orenied iw | 165 | @ 5 | "o | %z | %78
Qther Craxsings
Erskine Bridga 0.8 23 05 1.8 8.3 10.
Forth Bridge 06 20 16 [ 53 3z
lichan Bridge Doy 1.4 04 10
] {opened July 1877} - ]'inane-d by chtagayers
Cloddau Bridgs 02 : 1.7 0.4 w3t
| &t 224 28.5 12.4 478 | to1s |




