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ME'.ERICATION

{A Hote hy Geuffrey “Howe }

Foll Pt ng our, p d,:.‘ecuas:.on gbout the legislation
which the Government 'ie Tikely o introdiuce on metrigation,
thig note is intended to £ill in a littk&'of the background
wh:.ch wa uu@h‘b ta he.va in

i\ ? (- digcugaion, tha wey in which

HHis au‘oject has. heen handled dogs not do a grest deal of
crpdit_tjo our system of 26 ‘vq ent . Even s0, I feel that
that myaten might .y eell’ be, Egn’ﬁged if wa were not to lock
as though we wera cl :;; posltmn solely for reasons
of apparent elsc'ﬁn X .

We cannct disrega,rd fie fa.ct that’ the last Conaerva‘twe
Government (after an understandgble pericd of snguish) published
a White Paper {Cmnd..4880) ppout this and was following the
:Elicy 8ot oyt in that Whitg Pﬁ.per. I'attach a copy-of the

ree.pages containing “the @ ¥ and zonclusions séefion
to that docyment. . . colleaguee who can face the prospect -
could “folilow’ th araament Tfyrtheér in my aspeach of 24th July 1973
{Columns 1424 ‘$o 143 )] hm speech begina on

Column 1434,

v

The reply alwaya given about ‘the coat of metricatmn is
that '"no well~forped estimate exists or could exist"., Ko
statistical bagis has .ever been ‘given for the figure of
£5,000 million, but.i% jis wildly impfobable, if enly becesuse,
at the.ttue when it wag firsf put. forward, it -must have rep~
regented. gomething, like 10 per cent Of.the entirs GNP, The
BSC and the NGB, havammmg, od that’ the cpst to them of
metrication woyld- emonni, gq about.0.23% of' one year's turn—
oye¥, .. If ons applied this. figure. to. th,e econ,onv a@s a whole,
0,23%:-would amo! o gbout.. r.zop millicp.. . When ome remembers
that,mgtricaﬁo,&;i&ai dy. & ed a s long way, that
figare,would . seeqm. to ba neare; the right order of magnitude,
4ind a great deal of the coet iz not true extra cost. The
sugar induetry, for example, have held up their capital re-
eguipment programpe for,some, years, nnrder to ensure that
their new machinery can be installed on 'a metric basia,

The extent to- wb,icb. the pmceas now gone can be seen
from the following extmelta from a noit‘%gthat I have received
fmm the' h‘brmx .

"in conau.mar gpoda, there :'.s npw iy :Long limt of items
which arg ava:.lablg‘ in mqtric measp.ras.h Fabrics, clothing,
carpeds, beds and bedding,. aoap a.nE rQi,gatez'gez:.ts, hzrdwara,
de—it-ypuraeli’ {tems,. icald,” toiletries, knitting
WOOLE,: PAper pattema, ‘e 31-2 1 papsdd their M-duy.  Pre-
packed eopfectfqnery chgpgqp fram Avgust 1976 and wei ed
out confectionery from December 1976. In the parti
cese of prescribed quantity foodstuffs, whaére Orders are t
having -to be: mage to am.snﬂ. the \ﬁeighfﬁ: .And, Measures Act,
Tooss e b ERp e e e vk

ablos, Q\u‘ ' cqrenl hreakfas ocda,
and oat prgﬁots. X‘.{i‘ il g
a8 quickly as pousi‘hle ws.th ethei‘s. s fer ad resistance
in the retail tra.c}u is congerned, . I only kmow of the butchers
who have actually ;gone .on.; qx*d, ag aayi,ng ‘they will not
- -~unienn . fnm:ad 4 ?@ bub fiskmongers efe 'in sympathy
with thom,. . The Lrewers. afe lr %a;iqg g retall’ change, -but

5

in"%kis they have government su



-2 -

"The energy induetries had d vo-0rdinatoed pwegmomme of
change planned For lat April 1974, but all the fuel programmes
were deferred because of the fuel crisis, The plans did not
include retail sale of petrol, and though the petroleum industry
has just announced metrication of bulk eale from January 1976,
this does not affect retail sales. The electriclty supply
industry has gons metric internally, and power statione were
plerned on the aasumption that Britain would be metric in
1975,  They now have metric equipment but receive their fuel
in fmperial ‘quantities,

"The achools certainly teach the metric system ez
"mother tongus" epd &t primary level the children ers allowed
to become "biiingual" ‘merely from . the home ‘and ‘shopping environ=
ment and are not taught imperizl. At secondary level and
beyond there atill hase. to be = certain amount of preperation
for youagetera going inte non-meiricated Jfobs. The teaching
profession appeare to be reasonebly content and weuld just
1like more money for metricated eguipment. The NUT say that
they have hed no letters cf com;:laint, nor haeg metrication
been raised at any conferancea. L

Matrm;t:.on haa, of cuu.rse mceeded 8 very long way in
all the old Whitequmonwealth coultries,  Even the South Africap
Rughy P:‘tch ig tel bﬁ meﬁﬁcated wha.ie‘Ver that may meen exactly)
from, the beginni .0f na {e g, And although the position
in the THited Statea {g ptill not’ entirely elear; the only
other countriss that have s%ill %0 annouhcé plana for o change-
over are Brunesi, Burma, Liberia, Naru, Sierra Leone,-Tonga,
Western Semoa and-the fwo Yemen Republics.

The.. 1egislat;.q1; ‘which ‘we; expect to be :.ntrcauced shortly
was more, or; less precié;ﬂ ;Eors_aha &d 'in Pgragreph 66 of
OUT OWL, Hhite FPapet. - EL: mean that we should |
remain mibe.  The pint and the milé are obvicus aepecta on
which we can, preas the" Qo ermnent W clarify” thelr pasition.-
The ]h;rppsap Compnisy allowed us to:defer eny change in these
areap. &t lepst, ﬂ)r 8 gybetantial 9and Bnd I 5ee 06 reason
why, We shoyld " Hot” have, en 'exténsion, if necessary indefinite.
S0 fer ae pintp of hedr bnd. mjlk ere. cdncerned, Alan Willisms
has elready. echoad what.I had to say in’ihe House by asserting
thet g.uy change in ths pint of bear wnuld take place over hig
rlearl ody .

O'n road signa, the’ ]:.!.hrary note ia as follows.

i

#I-think thers mey posaibly be some reconsideration taking
place. ,pt officiml levels there I ”s‘, yaoluately no comment but
T have the impression thet rumours '6f & chaige in yroad signs. -
are circulating in the Transpert Induetries Dapartmant. “Asi -
to costs, I have ma§ geen any estimete but comparison with
Weish languags gighs ie nob reany posai‘bla Because entire new
large signe Lo ta}:

to be provided for them.

Por =' change to° ]Liloglgﬁ‘a the figures will only be painted
out, or covered oyer, witg 5 Bmall platg showing new figures,
on distance aigasy .

limit signe will have to be changed
-cha.nge covexhup aeviaed 80 that they’

Toe. referenca tu. ths cost of imtallmg Walsh language
pigns wap o thd figird ul;ick I recu’lled'[: during our pericd of
Goverament wap £2 .million: ' Wut t.he,y really ere ‘magsive new aigna
going t:ar bayond, rg-p&inting, o X

on th:&s ba.aiq- 8}1’.0“1& 'hope W cen agree net to vote against
the legislatign ‘foreanhgdonad but certa:.n.ly to press for wuch
grepter opéness and tl: lard s.boutr '$he Government's intentions and
for the reamssurances whielh, ghould d'learly te forthcoming on
certain apecific points.’




SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS

Internationsl trade snd metrication

1. The adoption of the metric syetam cf weights and measurements
is spreading rapidly thrgughput:..the.world. Nearly every coumtry
elther has already.changed ox.is about, to, change 10 it. The
continent of: Europs upes. it exclusively;  sll the chief
Commomwealth ‘countries. and .South Africa heve changed or ere

‘8t the: moment wowing over to if.. .And in the United States

of America the Government hap ,racam::ly recommended the cliange.

If we kept. %o the impsarial system we could soon bacome the

only major trading couxnt:

a,ing Ad. -

2, Between them, the coun’cries which have gore or are shortly
t0 g0 metric are elready taking more-than.80 per pent of our
exporte. Ta preserve imperinl specificaticns for home orders
while an increasing proportion of our exports must bte made

to metric standardaey. would add o the coet .of mammfacture and
make mz-q .ﬂiﬁ‘a.ou.‘l,t ou.rmanqtmt 2y uf overseas markets,

3. T ta :the:.r recqgmtio of the fact and extent. of metrication
in countrifes fo-which they must- gell that has led wide aress

of Britisk industry.volunterily. to, pdopt it for the home market

a3 well, The competitive advapiages of doing 8o were appre=
ciated in Europe many years ago. The member countries of

the Eurcpean:Beonomic Community :havae;now..decided to regularise

and compleye the process and for thie. purpose have r-centl,x)z
ratified a directive setting a target date (L January 1976

after which only a presgribed system af metric unita mzy be .

used throug!:.out the Comm\mit;.es. -

4. In due COUrge, ‘B8, a-‘member of the enlarged Communities,
ths terms of the:directive will ggme to be applied here a=
well. But we shall npiurelly. need a.longer paried in which
to complete the changeover. -Arrangements negotiated with
the Commuriity will ensure that unite used in our legislation
ere retained until 31 December 1979, Where: there are special
reasons theqf may bs retaiﬁed “for everr longer. .

S For +the reassna. already mentioned, British indubtry

- volunterily has. gone s long way towerds. gdopting metric speci-
fications for home' production as well as for exportas.
was expocted that in -thesmain the broad programme for the pro-
cens would be completed by the end of 1575, Thig atill deema
a ressonsble aim and it is cne which has the support of the
Government, but it is recognised that detailed examination
of particular industries’ probleme may mske en earlier or’
later date pr-femble. .

6. ?rogresa 0 me‘tmcatiun us.n.nm‘s be a haphazard affair,

left to individual whim and dscigion. If that were %o happen

it could cause confusion throughout industry and would present

untold difficulties~to-the gonsumer. It ie im sverybhdy's

interests therafore 4¢.enmure that it telfes place in g well-

ordersd and properly-regulated :manper. To see to shia ie

the job of thae Metricsiion .Boaxd, The Board acte under the

am?hurity of Govermment-.and will contimue to do 80, concentrating
~ : LAt e .



"7. fn ‘recuﬁ; yea::a

ii

on 1te dual role of coordinating the process of changeover
in particwlar sectors of industry end.givloe general publ:l.c:l.ty
to 1%,

8 have bean prapared
ering%nd”othar industries. There
! Hiuatriés' conasider that the changeover
is coptributing sigr ricantly ‘to’ their greater efficiancy. -
and ’b’qm,pqt i'venen| Dipcuseions with the traneport industry
‘and t1p Users, for- axp.mpl'e', “have 'shown that they would welcome
& changeoVer ‘b4 ‘metric "tariffs ‘for overevas freights, becausa
British goods are increesingly!being oarried to countries
using or changing to the ‘_mstric syetem.

for the building - engi
i3 no dbilyt that the

8. The Yresant Elystom for’ thowing spaed limits and other
Togd eighs is gn:l}lgl_gg_ly_‘ o ‘ne changea Tor e long Sime %o come.
9. The [ aclmnw sdgs ‘and Buppert the progress
that 4as alréady Ween medeo, 0! 'They will not, howévér, use
public purchaging, gong' aelﬂqerately %o hagten the ehangeovar
from imperial tc metric units, ¢ In their -own purchasing
tliaw will use me‘tric ‘and interdational standards only when
their dimcusaions with mpliars show that thara will be -
genaral 'haneﬁt rrom dning sd. -

10, Meamwhile" tha mora inﬂustzy a,dupts metric unita; the
more. will™the gansral putiiie become lavolved in the whale
procesg, - The- rénge’ of producte covered will grow and there
will be no clesr boundayy betweeh metric and non-metric parts
of the economy. In these circumstances.to attempt to .keep
imperial ugits for the individuel shopper while industry was
oh ' metric wpuld ‘be both eon:using and coptly. Tt would
alpo ‘deny us” the vary yeal'savings which-stand to.be gamad
whey turn; 1 _aly to metnc.

P

1l. There is nothing new about ueing the metric asystem in

the United Kingdom} it is not some sudden inmovation or recent
discovery. If has been lawful here foy ail but o few

purpoges, at least gince the Weighte and Yenpures (Métric
Syatem) - of" 189‘.’. "« Bothere can be. absolutely no question

of "metricetion by':steal¥h™y not ie there any lack of parlie-
nentary authority for the Way it has baen becoming more generally
edopted.  This has beeén'a gradupX-process, proceeding item

by itemy n.mi that 'is the wa.y :Lt w111 continue. -

12. There W:Ll'.l. ba ng "M-de\v" for metrication. But people
will'become much more aewere of it = ‘and more familiar with
it = @8 foodstuffs and household goods measured in metric
alzes and quentitiea come into our ghopa from our own
mamfaoturare ‘ag ‘well a8 from the “continent: and from uther

13; ‘Some 'goods, ! Iika vegata‘bles that cgre’ anld loose by weight

ey rawiully ‘ba sold by the kilogramms. But under
the ?Igtghtg ‘Méggureg Act 196 3- many items: of foodetuff may
oily “be so ﬂ ‘Here. in imperial meagures, . -Steps. will haye ko

* ‘be taken ko allow’ the 'wider use of:bhe metric oystem, The

Government will therefore propose lagislation to permit the
gate of metric pecke in additlon to the existing eizes.



14, There will alsc need to Le some consequential legislation
since our lews include wary references to imperial units zlons.
Exact conversions to metric equivalents mey sometimee be
impractioable, but in those ceses the Government have no dount
that & satisfactory solutioan can be found.

15, The Government have mo wieh {0 discourage the sale of
draught beer by the pint, but equally if anyone wants to buy
it by the litre or half=litre that too should be lawful.

The Government have at present no plans for changing from
imperigl units for the sale of milk.

The chengeovar to mebtrication

16. Ko matter how carefully~prepared and well=regulated, the
changeover to a new eystem must inevitably cause some difficulties,
eppecially for older pecrle who have throughout their lives

¥nown only imperiml units of mesaurement: the younger generation
will find it less difficult. The education suthoritiss alzeady
give guidance and provide facilities to teachers and othere
concerned, sc thet those perts of the currieculum likely to

be affected ars medified in step with the increasing spread

of the metric system.

17. The Government recognise that the period during which

scme foodstuffs are sold in imperial quantities end some in
metric will present problems for many shoppers. The Government
intend t¢ teke action to ensure that the marking of sizes

and gquentities is gbeplutely clear emnd will consider how best
the housewife can be given informetion to enable her to continue
to judge value for money.

18, The move to mebrication has been taking place over meny
years, but the Govermment believe that the time has now come
when they mist act to angure the orderly completion of the
pProcesgs In @cing so they will not hesitate to take whatever
steps are necessary to protect the consumer during the period
of changeover and to reduce to & minimum any difficulties
which the introduction of the new system may cause.

Circuleted hy:

Conservative Research Dapartment
24 01ld Quesn Street, London SV



