CONFINERTIAL
COFY NO. l..

ER'S CQNSULTATIVE COMMITTEE
B7TE MEFTING

00 p.m,, Wednesday 10th December, 1

in _the Leader's Room at the House of Commons

AGENDA

1. Minutes of 86th Meeting = to follow
2. Future Businesa
3 Fortheoming Events
4. Metrication = LOC/75/90, a unote by

Sir Geoffrey Howe =~ attached
5.  Any other business
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e (75) 87 Mtg SECRET
COPY NO, }..

he" 87¢th Meeting held et 5.00 p,m.
10th December 1575, in the
t'the Houaa of CGmuwns’ - '

Presentt e, Thetoher (in the Chair)
;___._‘..%__.mb_mmmﬁmxmh doseph -
. Mr. Maudling, Sir Geoffrey Hows
' : Sl lme Lerd: c§rringtum :

3

" Mrat ' Dppenhidin, Tord: Thomeycruft
My, Atkins BTE R

1. Propesed Business for the Wesk 15—15th Decem‘ber 7

. m Nondey, 15th December thers ‘would:lje g_?b;aie o'n—fﬁe
H@ta p_pcl rapt Jrddrs for"]htglend ‘drid “Wales + -Bajson,

M;‘. ‘Spéed ) dnd - for *Scatiand {Mr v -Blcharian<Smith, Mr. Edwards).
wquld ‘e foilowed "ty amotit B8 approve the Firet Report
f!’d ‘ffhe Com:l:ttee -of ; paragraph ‘9, relating o
"'the exeIugisn :rom” r. Knight and Mr. Sc'hrelber
,.(Mr, Pb.y'ﬁtm).

On Tuesday) '1$th‘rrecembe.‘r therévwnuld be a Sup’pl,',' !Da,v when
the House would be asked to pess outstanding votes, There
:mould be & debete op & motign to teke note of she Firet, Secong
.. Third, n!ﬁ‘e ‘Ft Reporte in' thé 1574-5-5easion of the !
Pub1ie” Kccduntay!and the relevant - Treasury
1id would be’followed 'by & debate on
. Heseltine

'Tth Dec;mb r‘thera would’ha a"deha‘te on
t" t\u‘es‘fvr*ﬂav:.ng ~¥boe” (Sir. Geoffrey Howe,
Th_is MoUuLd B Tollowed: by Motions on the Hill
ana_gnmr.{ ‘AlloWences) Regulations gs peakers. to
)Pl e Winter: Keep-{Scotland) (Revocabion)
{Mr. Hicka. Sipr John Gilmour) and on ‘the Weights and Measures

Aot 1963 (Biscuits and Shortbread) Order (Mr. Lamunt).

dw, lﬁth pecember there would be. be = motion for
ﬁ cl\z'i ' Sedings on ths D’anaol:.dated

On Frid 19tk Decempber Christmaa Ad;oummeut Debates
would be cont m.\edw * The 'House would riese for the Christmas
Adjournment until Morday, 12th Jamary.

G T .
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2.

5.

l-ﬂatﬁars !rgsig on Business

1t wes agreed thet we should vigorously press for
publication of the.CPRS Eeport on the Motor Vehicle Industry
in time for the Chrysler debute. ~~~Rurther attacks on the
Government 's approach to Chrysler might be made in the debates
on the Adjournpent on. Thureday, 18th Decenmber,

It was agreed fnat ur, Whiteisw.and Mr. Buchanan-Smith
would discues how tc handle the four day debate on Develution
which was to take place in the week beginning 12th January
and report their viewa to the ICC,

Metrication:  paper by §ir Geoffrey Howe (18C/75790)

Sir Géaffrey Howe ijtroduced his paper, stating thet he
hoped we tould agree not tp vote againet the legimlation
foreshadowed, but to preug}or‘muph greater opennese and clarity
about the Bovernment's intentions and for reassurances on
certein epecific. pointe, It was agreed that s decision was
not yet urgent and that pe-would have to find e compromise
formuta to which pll members. of the LOC - and as many members
of the Parligmentexy Party s pogsible - could subscribe.

lords' Buginess

It wae agreed that we would have to decide which amendments
to the Trade Union and labour Relatiors (Amendment) Bill we
‘wished to press for in-the Iords: whether simply to seek to
retain.the Houghton/Goodman amendments on the press, or ko
make more extonsive smendments. ~ Mr. Prior and Mr, Hayhoe were
examining this subject.

Ofher Busineds P
Ta) Heacting: to Events - : ,
It .was agreeﬂiﬁi‘t’ we -should eeek.to improve the precess

whersby .any importent developments reperted in the media were
monitored and the. relevant Shadow spokesman alsrted, possible

via the desk qfficer at thq Research Pepartment, mo that, if
Xeeirable,  Bpeedy reaction might be made., It was also agreed
that Mr. Maude would present a paper, after discussing the

gsubject with Lord Thorneycroft and Mr. Johneon~Smith, add officials
in Cemtrsl Office and the Research Depeytment.

{b)+8IC Flections. - - . .

.My, Zaipon raised the questioh of how we should react 10
a Governwent order to postpons the GIC elections to 1977 rather
than-hedding them. ip. 1§76,  Although when in Gove ent we
had intended the elactione to-be in 1477, Bo &8 %o establish
o four-year cycle for GLC elections, there was a strohg
feeling among the Conservative. London MPs, GILC councillors
and constituenciss-that we should oppose any Goverzgent attempt
to delay the elsections, It was agreed, however, that no
decieier ¢ould be finalimed until Mrs,. Thatcher had dischizsed
the matter with Mr, Oraham Page snd further soundings of
opinion hed taken place. Lo o

Christmas Receas

Colleaguéa_ were. saked. to give %o, My, Atxins dates during
the Christmas Recews ou which they might be svaileblé in London
for commenting on eventa. : .

The ‘mesting clp-aaﬂ &t 6;;5 0. 1

Conservative Research Department bm/@ﬁi
24 01d Queen Street, London SW1 15.12.75



