g et T IMMEDIATE |
£ .-..\'u:?- o IRALFEAYD ISTANES (ST (SL{-) :

_ =/ L= y[eoscricZ
e

L LE R LAY 2o S

2%,

3

PS/S OF 5 7O 3TFZics

=3

Lt
o

e RN A e AL TN

T i A T —— ey
: S_’_'.'. o A NG
M2
T poemmAe
Ft I:.‘t'.'t P
P":"C':“‘-""'
— Nt e gl

o

Gy
|

i

- =F
{l

PR
<

R T S e
i
.
1
{
[
»
I

Beluiies

R e

TRETESAYY e Y niss
S

— e e e

B — s o —— ey m—

<0 L - L e ~ -

= £ I IF QR L e e 3

e Ea -t [
S = TmaAn

. e p
[T i et s A S el

i B T T S R S
L= T e LR, -
Sl e e e T =

EFmUs N HUONNG i =TT

AT S Lt TAMD 5
L Yo oy e e LT ) - o rT— e - n

2 i b TS R R

g e e m meme—  —— 5w

it

CONF IDENTIAL

DESKBY 0506302

FM BONN CL1520Z MAY 82

TO IMMEDIATE FCO

TELEGRAM NUMBER 400 OF O4 MAY

INFO PRIGRITY WASHINGTON PARIS. UKMIS NEW YORK UKDEL NATO UXREP
BRUSSELS

INFO SAVING DUBLIN ROME LUXEMBOURG COFENHAGEN THE HAGUE BRUSSELS
ATHENS

FALKLANDS

1. | CALLED THIS EVENING ON STAYE SECRETARY VON STADEN, A MEETING
ARRANGED BEFORE THE LATEST MILITARY DEVELOPMENTS IN THE FALKLANDS.
VON STADEN HAD JUST COME FROIM A VERY LONG MEETING WITH HERR

GENSCHER IMN WHICH THE FALKLANDS CRISIS AND THE DISCUSSION ON THIS
SUBJECT AT THE POLITICAL COMMITTEE MZETING TODAY HAD FIGURED
LARGELY. THE GERMANS WERE CONCERNED THAT THE IRISH POSITION WOULD
UNDERMINE UNITY. THE MINISTER HAD, HOWEVER, ALSO DWELT ON THE DISMAY
OF THE FEDERAL SOVERNMENT OVER THE SINKING OF THE ARGENTINE CRUISER,

b —

o, VON STADEN SAID THAT THE SINKING OF THE CRUISER WITH QUOTE A
LARGE L0535 OF YOUNS LIVES UNGUOTZ COULD CAUSE A FSYCHOLOGICAL COLLAPS
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LARGE LObS OF YOJ LIV" UNGQUOTE CJUL) CALUSE A P)YfP,LOH[LAL _ULL+\,
OF H“UCH OF GERMAN ,gthiOk. HITHERTO, DESPITE SOME DOUETS, Rx. 5
OPIN1ON ARD CERTAINLY THE GOVERNMENT HAD BEEN PREFPARZID TO SUPPORT
WHAT HE DESCRIBED AS A QUOTE CONTROLLED REACTION UNQUOTE

TO THE ARGENTINE AGGRES3ION. BOTH THE GOVERNMENT AND PUBLIC

OF 11 1ON HOWEVER HAD DOUBTS ABOUT THE OPERATIONAL JUSTIFICATION

OF SINKING THE CRUISER OUTSIDE .THE TwO HUNDRED MILE ZORE WITH SUCH
SERIQUS LOSS OF LIFE.

3. THE FEDZRAL REFUBLIC WAS VERY ANXIQUS TO 3EE THE UNITED NATIONS
BROUGHT IN TO BRING ABQUT A CEASE-FIRE AND NEGOTIATION. VON STADEN
AFPEARED TO HAVE THE IMPRESSION FROM THE ERIEFINGS GIVEN IN NEW
YORK THAT IT WAS THE UX WHO CONSIDERED IT TOO EARLY FOR A NEW UN
INITIATIVE.

4, | COUNTERED THESE ARGUMENTS REFERRING TO OUR STATEMENT OF 23
APRIL ABOUT HOSTILE ACTIVITIES BY ARGENTINE UNITS AWD DREW ATTENTION
TO THE NEED FOR THE COMMANDER OF THE TASK FORCE TO CONSIDER THE
THREAT. | EMPHASISED THAT NOTHING HAD BASICALLY CHANGED SIKCE WE
DECIDED TO DISPATCH THE TASK FORCE, AND REFERRED TN THE IKEVITABLE
CONSEQUENCES THAT FOLLOWED FROM TOTAL ARGEKTINE REFUSAL TO ACCEPT
ANY REASONABLE BASIS FOR NEGOTIATIONS. | ALSO UNDERLINED THE

IMPCGRTANCE OF HOLDING TOGETHER, AND OF ACHIEVING A SOLUTION THAT

DID NOT ALLOW THE ARGENTINES TO ACHIEVE THEIR OBJECTIVES THROUGH
AGGRESS ION: VON STADEN WOULD KNOW FROM BRIEF IN33 GIVEN BY

BULLARD THAT WE WERE PREPARED YO GO A VERY LONG WAY INDEED IN
NEGOTIATING APPROFRIATE ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE FUTURE OF THE FALKLANDS.
I ALSO POINTED OUT THAT WE HAD NO AUTHORATATIVE INFORMATION AROUT
LOSS OF LIFE AS A RESULT OF THE S INKING OF THE CRUISER SINCE WE WERE
AT PRESENT DEPENDING UPON ARGENTINE REPORTS. | HOPE ALL THIS MAY
HAVE A MODIFYING EFFECT ON THE STATEMENT THAT THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT
ARE PROPOSING TO PUT OUT THIS EVENING.
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CONCLUS 10H

5. ALTHOUGH THE GERMANS ARE STILL ON BOARD WITH US, THEY ARE

CLEARLY EXTREMELY CONCERNED ABOUT WHAT THEY REGARD AS A POSSIBLE

UNCONTROLLED ESCALATION OF THE CONFLICT. THEIR OWN HISTORICAL

BACKSROUND MAKES THEM WORRIED ABOUT LARGE SCALE MILITARY ACTION

WHICH RE INFORCES THE IR CONCERNS ABDUT REACTIONS IH THE THIRD WORLD

AND FOSSIBLE BENEFITS FROM THE PRESENT SITUATION FOR THE SOVIET

UNION. IT WOULD HELP STEADY THEIR REACTIONS IF WE WERE SEEN

TO BE HAKING A MAJOR EFFORT TO ENCOURAGE CFFOXTS FOR &

PEACEFUL SOLUTION THROUGH THE US, THE UN OR EVEM PERU: THIS WOULD
_HELP TO _OFFSET THE FEELING THAT THE MILFTARY CONFRONTATION 13
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W=l4 HELP TO OFFSET THL"FE UING THAT THE MILITARY GONFRONTATION I3
VELOPING A MOMENTUM OF ITS OWN. | HAVE REFORTED SEPARATELY THE

DIFFICULTIES IN ARRANGING A BILATERAL MEETING BETWEEN HERR
GENSCHER AND YOURSELF, BUT IT 1S QUITE CLEAR THAT THE MORE WE CAN
TAKE THE GERMANS INTO OUR CONF IDENCE BILATERALLY THE GREATER THE
CHANCE OF CONTINUED FUBLIC SUPPCRT FOR OUR POSITION FROM THE
FEDERAL GOVERNMENT.
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