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PUBLIC OPINION BACKGROUND NOTE  74

I attach a note setting out the main results from our latest
Gallup 'tracking study. The interviewing for this survey
was conducted from 15th until 20th July and found a sizeable
,jumo in the level of support for the Social Democrats. We will
be watching closely to see whether this marks the start of
a major movement of support to them.

D. K. Bri tto
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(produced 24th July 1981)

In_roducti n

Gallun conducted :he in7erviewing for our latest 'tracking study

fr= 157h until 70th July - mostly after the result of the -:iarrington

ty-e-1-07,on was known. Th,- survey found an increase in the level of

unflromo7,,d support frcr the Soc,al Democrats - it increased from

19% in 7he week 8/13 July to 17% in :he latest study. 7he eurvey

found a,mc=t no change in the level of support for the ?onser-,:at,ve

Party but a drop from 40%% to 36% in the level of support for labour.

The next effect of these changes was to reduce Labour's lead c7er the

:onservatives from 10X% in the week 8/13 July to 7% in the week

15/20 July. :t should be noted that these figures have been calculated

on :he same basis as the Gallup figures published in the Daily l'elegrach -

they exclude electors who claim they did not know hcw they would vote.

The tables below show the level of support (including don't knows as a

separate category) Gallup found in response to our three standard

*voting 1 tention questions:-

the standard v ting intention question

how electors claimed they would vote when the idea cf a Social

Democrat candidate was specifically mentioned.

how electors claimed they would vote when the idea of a Social

Democrat-liberal Alliance candidate was specifically mentioned.

•
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VOTIFIO INTENTJON
(includinv don't knowu)

Al Mar 8/13 15/21 22/27 29 Apr 6/11 13/18 19/26 26 May 3/8 9/15 16/22 24/30 1/6 July 8/1athoo6 Apr ALL Apr ALL' 5 M,ay May May May 1 June JOneJune June June % July Jul)/% % % % % % % % % % % % %
on:3ervaLye26 27 26 27 29 29 31 28 28 28 27 29 26 27 27 :06

,abour29 31 34 32 31 32 33 35 33 36 34 33 35 35 36 32

jheral15 13 16 13 15 16 16 14 17 13 16 14 15 12 13 14

Lhe1:33

ocialDemocraLic

2 2 2 0,_ 3 2 3 2 3 2 2 2 3 3 A

ParLy17

on't know/

17 16 14 12 10 10 11 12 11 11 11 10% 11 11 15

Idepen0:;10 16 9 12 11 9 8 9 9 10 10 10 10 11 11 10

VOTINCINTEE NTIONF_. SOCIAL DEMOCRATIC CANDIDATE








Con:-..;eryaLiy21 PP 22 23 25 23 25 23 21 22 23 23 21 22 21 21
Labour21 24 25 24 25 24 27 26 27 27 28 28 31 29 29 :)8

Liberal10 10 11 .9 10 11 11 10 12 9 12 11 11 8 9 It

OLlaro2 1 1 2 4 3 2 2 2 2 1 2 1% 2




ParIy26 27 22 24 21 21 20 21 20 23 20 19 19 PO 20 P3

;3ocial-DemoeraIic/











LiberalAllialwe











)on't,know/ 20 17 19 18 15 18 15 18 17 17 16 16 161/2 16 18 161tdepen(D1













VOTING INTENTION

8/1315/21

-1\F SOCIAL DEMOCRATIC/LIBERAL

6/11
May
%

CANDIDATE

13/18 19/26
May
%

26 MIly
1 June

3/8 9/15 16/22 24/30
June

1/6 

(%)

July 9,/p
July

11)//:0
/1107

31 Mar 22/27 29 Apr
6 Apr AprApr Apr 5 May May

%




JuneJunc
%

June




% % % % %




Conservat1ve20 21 21 22 21 PP 24 23 20 21 PP 24. 20 22




LabourPO 23 24 24 24 22 25 25 25 27 27 27 29 28 17




Liberal_ _ - - _ - _ _ _ _ - _ _ _




Others 2 1 1 2 1 2 2 2 2 ? 1, 2 1 2




Social Democratic











Party-




_ _




_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _




SocialDemocratic/
biberalAlliance

35 37 34 33 32 32 32 31 33 32 30 29




29 Al AA
Don't know/
it depends23 17 20 18 20 22 16 19 19 18 19 19 18
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7 Lnzenzion

- :able te'cw shows :he level of supporo for :he main parzz s when

don': knows are excluded. We will be monizcring very closely whe:her

:he upsurge of suppor: for :he Social Democrazs Gallup found ' :he

lazes: ss,-ady is main:ained.

"979

709I11017E7.1-21-0

(excluding don'z knows;

CON0431I3SOCIAL OTHER I7AD




:/0
D7MOCRAG




May (GE) 4 3.9 36.9 13.8




5.5 e7.:

13/18june* 42.0 43.5 17.0




5.0 -9.0

1981






31March/6 April 2 9.0 32.0 17.0 19.0 3.: -3.0

8/13 April 30.0 34.5 14.0 19.3 2.5 ....4.5*4

15/21April 28.5 37.5 17.5 15.0 1.5 -9.0

22 /27 Abrl 30.5 36.5 15.0 15.5 2.5 -6.0

2 9 April/5 May 33.0 35.0 17.0 13.5 1.5 -2.0

6/11May 32.0 35.5 18.0 11.0 3.5 -3.54"

13/18 May 33.5 36.0 17.0 10.5 2 .0 -2.5

19/76 May 31.0 38.0 15.5 17 .0 3.5 -7.0

2 6 May/1June 30.0 36.0 18.0 13.0 7 .0 -6.0

3/8 June 31.0 40.0 14.0 12.5 2 .5 -9.0

9/15 june 29.5 37.5 18.0 12.5 2.5 -8.0**

16/27„Tune 32.0 3 7.0 15.5 13.0 2.5 -5.0

7 4/30 June 29.0 40.0 17.0 17.0 2.3 -11.0

1/6•uly 30.5 39.5 14.0 13.0 3.0 -9.0

8/13 July 30.0 40.5 14.5 12.0 3 .0 -13.5++

15/20 July 7 9.n 36.0 16.0 17.3 2 .0 -7.0

7, rs: Gal'up Posz-7lec:ion survey
**

3. Govrnment Pecord

Mt= _ s:udy found nb chanoHe in he level of ,,.o'brovp

of :he Governme.-'= record 7C when -ompr,red ' :he pr-vious

weeks s:'Jdv - only 73 of zh,-, eleczoraze apbro-,-ed of ur re.:ort.
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