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Thank you f o r yo u r l e t t e r of 16 November about t h e 

q u e s t i o n o f r e p r e s e n t a t i o n of Members o f P a r l i a m e n t a t t h e 

I n t e r - P a r t y C o n f e r e n c e on N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d . 


I have d i s c u s s e d your l e t t e r with Humphrey A t k i n s . We 

were g l a d t o know t h a t you s u p p o r t t h e C o n f e r e n c e . I u n d e r 
s t a n d t h e p o i n t you make about r e p r e s e z i t a t i o n but i  t does 

p r e s e n t a v e r y r e a l problem. The b a s i s on w h i c h t h e C o n f e r e n ' 

i s t o t a k e p l a c e h a s been a g r e e d and made p u b l i c . To change t h e 

te r m s o f t h e C o n f e r e n c e w h i l e we a r e i n t h e p r o c e s s o f s e t t i n g 

i t up would l e a d t o u n c e r t a i n t y and I am r e l u c t a n t t o r i s k 

t h i s . 


I r e a l i s e t h i s w i l l be d i s a p p o i n t i n g f o r you but I want 

t o a s s u r e you t h a t your l e t t e r h a s been c a r e f u l l y weighed. 

S i n c e r e c e i v i n g i t , Humphrey A t k i n s h a s been g i v i n g c l o s e 

a t t e n t i o n t o t h e q u e s t i o n o f how b e s t to a s c e r t a i n t h e v i e w s 

of e l e c t e d r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s not p a r t i c i p a t i n g d i r e c t l y i n t h e 

C o n f e r e n c e and o f o t h e r s e c t i o n s o f o p i n i o n . You c a n be 

c o n f i d e n t t h a t a p p r o p r i a t e means of d o i n g t h i s w i l l be found 

and t h a t t h e v i e w s o f n o n - p a r t i c i p a n t s w i l l be g i v e n f u l l 

v/eight. 


/ W e s t m i n s t e r 
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W e s t m i n s t e r MPs w i l l , o f c o u r s e , have an o p p o r t u n i t y 

to e x p r e s s t h e i r v i e w s i n tomorrow's d e b a t e . They w i l l 

a l s o p a r t i c i p a t e i n t h e d e c i s i o n s w h i c h t h e House w i l l 

u l t i m a t e l y t a k e on w h a t e v e r p r o p o s a l s t h e Government p u t s 

f o r w a r d i n t h e l i g h t o f t h e C o n f e r e n c e ^ 


James K i l f e d d e r , E s q . , M.P. 



