FROM: THE RT.HON. SIE KEITH JOSEPH, Bt. MP.

KEJ/SMC 16th May 1978

Rt.Hon. Mrs. Margaret Thatcher, MP,
PERSONAL

I do not listen to the radio very much and
I do not have a television set. I am not, there-
fore, aware immedjiately when you are attacked.

This note is to say that I am alwayg ready
to pick up any attack that is made upon you and
to speak in your defence.

Would you be kind encugh to let your ocffice
know that 1f ever such an attack occurs which it is
thought should be answered, &t Y am available at
once to co=gperate in whatever way seems best.

I can always be found either through the
Centre or, 1f not at 351-3806, then through Hellen

at 352-9332.
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PRIVATE 17 kay 1978

M

| an writing to scknowledge your kind
 lotter of May 16th with your offer to speak
in Wrs. Thatcher's defence at any time. |
vill of course make eure she sees it as soon
as possible.

| have been very worrled for a long time

sbout the 1nadequate system for reacting to,
or in some cases aven inltiating, news over
the weckends. As far as | am awara, (entral
uffiee, and by that | wean the Chairman of the
Party, 1s responsible for waring sure that we

ars lirlr.tly sonitoring events and commenting
upon thes where applicable. Central Utfice
have oot alvays @ the greatest enthusiasa
to carry eut whot | have always regarded 2s
a fairly basic rale of thumb,

Richard Ryder
Private Office

The Rt Hen Sir Keith Joseph, Bt WP



