
Dear Prime M i n i s t e r : 


A l l i a n c e c o n s u l t a t i o n s ~ o  n ' t h~eater' riuc 1 ear'''f6rees 
have r e a c h e d a st a g e where I b e l i e v e i  t would be u s e f u l 
t o supplement t h o s e c o n s u l t a t i o n s w i t h b i l a t e r a l d i s 
c u s s i o n s . A c c o r d i n g l y , I would l i k e t o send my p e r s o n a l 
e m i s s a r y on t h e s e i s s u e s , D a v i d A a r o n , t o meet w i t h you 
o r w i t h your a p p r o p r i a t e C a b i n e t members t h e week o f 
J u l y 16, 1979. He w i l l a l s o c o n s u l t w i t h t h e F e d e r a l 
R e p u b l i c o f Germany, t h e N e t h e r l a n d s , I t a l y and Belgium. 

A l l i a n c e c o n s u l t a t i o n s so f a r r e v e a l a broad con

sensus t h a t S o v i e t n u c l e a r e f f o r t s , e s p e c i a l l y such 

l o n g - r a n g e t h e a t e r n u c l e a r f o r c e s as t h e SS-20, pose a 

m i l i t a r y and p o l i t i c a l c h a l l e n g e t o the A l l i a n c e . To 

meet t h i s c h a l l e n g e , t h e A l l i a n c e needs t o modernize 

by d e p l o y i n g l o n g - r a n g e n u c l e a r systems i n Europe c a p a b l e 

o f r e a c h i n g S o v i e t t e r r i t o r y , and by b e i n g p r e p a r e d t o 

n e g o t i a t e v i a b l e arms c o n t r o l agreements. T h i s would 

demonstrate A l l i a n c e u n i t y , s t r e n g t h e n t h e spectrum o f 

d e t e r r e n c e , and m a i n t a i n the p e r c e p t i o n i n both E a s t 

and West o f a f i r m U.S. and a l l i e d commitment t o t h e 

defense o f Europe. 


TNF m o d e r n i z a t i o n can o n l y be u n d e r t a k e n on t h e 

b a s i s o f A l l i a n c e c onsensus, and broad p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n 

t h i s e f f o r t . I t w i l l r e q u i r e s t e a d f a s t n e s s and d e t e r m i 

n a t i o n t o o b t a i n an A l l i a n c e consensus on t h e a t e r n u c l e a r 

m o d e r n i z a t i o n and arms c o n t r o l , w hich I hope can be a c h i e v e d 

by t h e end o f t h e y e a r . The work o f t h e h i g h l e v e l group 

on TNF m o d e r n i z a t i o n and t h e s p e c i a l group on TNF arms 

c o n t r o l i s p u t t i n g t h e A l l i a n c e i n a p o s i t i o n where such 

d e c i s i o n s a r e p o s s i b l e . 


I am ready t o do my p a r t t o l e a d t h e A l l i a n c e t o a 

consensus, but I w i l l need your s u p p o r t . D a v i d Aaron 

w i l l be p r e p a r e d t o d i s c u s s w i t h you i n d e t a i l our t h o u g h t s 

on how a common A l l i a n c e TNF m o d e r n i z a t i o n and arms c o n t r o l 

approach can be a c h i e v e d . In p a r t i c u l a r , he w i l l be p r e 

pared t o d i s c u s s p o s s i b l e s p e c i f i c r o l e s w h i c h t h e U n i t e d 

Kingdom might p l a y i n A l l i a n c e TNF m o d e r n i z a t i o n . The U.S. 

has under development t h e weapons system a p p r o p r i a t e f o r 

TNF m o d e r n i z a t i o n and i s p r e p a r e d both t o suggest the 

f o r c e mix and t o make t h e systems a v a i l a b l e . On t h e b a s i s 

o f h i s d i s c u s s i o n s w i t h you, we can move f o r w a r d w i t h f u l l 

A l l i a n c e c o n s i d e r a t i o n l e a d i n g t o c o n c r e t e TNF m o d e r n i z a t i o n 

and arms c o n t r o l d e c i s i o n s . 


S i n c e r e l y , 


Jimmy C a r t e r 




E M B A S S Y O F T H E U N I T E D S T A T E S O F A M E R I C A 


L O N D O N 


J u l y 11, 1979 


Dear Prime M i n i s t e r : 


I have been asked t o d e l i v e r t h e a t t a c h e d 


message t o you from P r e s i d e n t C a r t e r , w hich was 


r e c e i v e d a t t h e Embassy t h i s morning. 


Krngman Br 

Ambassador 


E n c l o s u r e 


The Rt. Hon. Margaret T h a t c h e r , M.P., 

Prime M i n i s t e r , 


10 Downing S t r e e t , 

London, S.W. 1 




l O D O W N I N G S T R E E T 

From the Private Secretary 11 July 1979 

I am w r i t i n g on the Prime Minister's 

behalf to thank you for your l e t t e r of 

11 July with which you enclosed a message 

to her from President Carter about Mr. David 

Aaron's v i s i t to London next week. 


I s h a l l bring President Carter's message 

to the Prime Minister's attention when she 

returns from Scotland t h i s evening. 


His Excellency The Honourable Kingman Brewster 




PRIME MINISTER 


TNF MODERNISATION 


In h i s message  t o you below, d e l i v e r e d by the American 


Ambassador today, P r e s i d e n t C a r t e r e x p r e s s e s t h e hope t h a t 


Mr. D a v i d Aaron, whom he  i s s e n d i n g on a t o u r of the r e l e v a n t 


NATO c a p i t a l s  to d i s c u s s TNF m o d e r n i s a t i o n , can be r e c e i v e d 


e i t h e r by you or by an a p p r o p r i a t e member of the C a b i n e t . 


Mr. Aaron  i s due  t o a r r i v e  i n London on the e v e n i n g  o f 


16 J u l y and has  t o l e a v e at 1600 on Tuesday, 17 J u l y . 

- in ii • » 


Arrangements have a l r e a d y been made f o r him  t o a t t e n d a 


meeting of s e n i o r e x p e r t s , under Mr. Wade-Gery's c h a i r m a n s h i p , 

i n the C a b i n e t O f f i c e  a t 0930_on 17 J u l y ;  t o c a l l on Mr. Hurd 


i n the FCO at 1115; and  t o meet, over l u n c h at the American 


Embassy, S i r John Hunt, S i r Frank Cooper and S i r Antony D u f f . 


I doubt whether you would w i s h  t o engage  i n a d e t a i l e d 


d i s c u s s i o n  o f TNF m o d e r n i s a t i o n w i t h Mr. Aaron at t h i s s t a g e 


and you would n o t ,  i n any c a s e , be f r e e  to do so on 17 J u l y 
you have a m e e t i n g of E Committee at 1000, i m m e d i a t e l y f o l l o w e d 


by a m e e t i n g  of E ( D L ) , f o l l o w e d by Q u e s t i o n s  i n the a f t e r n o o n . 


However,  i n view of P r e s i d e n t C a r t e r ' s message, would you l i k e 


t o ask L o r d C a r r i n g t o n (who has been t a k i n g p a r t  i n the TNF 


m o d e r n i s a t i o n d i s c u s s i o n s  i n NATO)  t o see Mr. Aaron  i n p l a c e 


of Mr. Hurd;  i f L o r d C a r r i n g t o n  i s not f r e e on the morning 


of 17 J u l y , the L o r d P r i v y S e a l c o u l d perhaps see Mr. Aaron 


i n s t e a d ? 


As you know, Mr. Pym w i l l be  i n Washington at the time  of 


Mr. Aaron's v i s i t :  i f you agree, I s h a l l s uggest t h a t L o r d 


^ S t r a t h c o n a might be p r e s e n t when L o r d C a r r i n g t o n sees Mr. Aaron, 


to r e p r e s e n t the MOD. 


11 J u l y 1979 




IO DOWNING STREET 


From the Private Secretary 12 J u l y 1979 

THEATRE NUCLEAR FORCE MODERNISATION: MR. DAVID AARON'S V I S I T 


As you p r o b a b l y know. Mr. D a v i d Aaron of the NSC i s coming t o 
London on 16/17 J u l y , as p a r t of a t o u r o f NATO c a p i t a l s , t o 
d i s c u s s TNF m o d e r n i s a t i o n and arms c o n t r o l . Arrangements have 
a l r e a d y been made f o r him t o a t t e n d a m e e t i n g i n t h e C a b i n e t O f f i c e , 
under Mr. Wade-Gery's c h a i r m a n s h i p , on 17 J u l y a t 0 9 3 0 ; t o c a l l 
on Mr. Hurd a t 1115; and t o meet, o v e r a l u n c h g i v e n by t h e 
American Ambassador, S i r John Hunt, S i r Frank Cooper and S i r Antony 
D u f f . 

The Prime M i n i s t e r y e s t e r d a y r e c e i v e d a message from P r e s i d e n t 

C a r t e r about Mr. Aaron's v i s i t , d e s c r i b i n g i t s p u r p o s e and a s k i n g 

whether Mr. Aaron c o u l d be r e c e i v e d e i t h e r by t h e P r i m e M i n i s t e r 

h e r s e l f o r by " a p p r o p r i a t e C a b i n e t members". I e n c l o s e a copy 

o f the P r e s i d e n t ' s message. 


The Prime M i n i s t e r c o u l d n o t , i n f a c t , r e c e i v e Mr. Aaron 

on 17 J u l y i n v i e w of h e r v e r y heavy commitments on t h a t day. 

I t i s i n any case d o u b t f u l whether i t would be a p p r o p r i a t e f o r 

her t o do so. H a v i n g seen P r e s i d e n t C a r t e r ' s message, however, 

t h e P r i m e M i n i s t e r would be g r a t e f u l i f t h e F o r e i g n and Commonwealth 

S e c r e t a r y c o u l d agree t o see Mr. Aaron h i m s e l f , i n p l a c e of t h e 

c a l l on Mr. Hurd a t p r e s e n t p l a n n e d . As the Defence S e c r e t a r y 

w i l l be i n Washington on t h e day o f Mr. Aaron's v i s i t , t h e P r i m e 

M i n i s t e r s u g g e s t s t h a t L o r d S t r a t h c o n a might be p r e s e n t when 

L o r d C a r r i n g t o n meets Mr. Aaron. You may a l s o w i s h t o c o n s i d e r 

whether, i n the i n t e r e s t s o f c o n t i n u i t y between t h i s m e e t i n g and 

t h e subsequent m e e t i n g o v e r l u n c h , Mr. Wade-Gery from t h e C a b i n e t 

O f f i c e s h o u l d a l s o be p r e s e n t . 


I s h o u l d be g r a t e f u l i f you would a r r a n g e f o r t h e American 

Ambassador t o be i n f o r m e d t h a t the P r i m e M i n i s t e r i s g r a t e f u l 

f o r P r e s i d e n t C a r t e r ' s message; t h a t she r e g r e t s t h a t i  t w i l l 

not be p o s s i b l e f o r h e r t o see Mr. Aaron h e r s e l f ; but t h a t she 

has asked L o r d C a r r i n g t o n t o do so. ( I f L o r d C a r r i n g t o n i s 


/not i n f a c t 
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not i n fact free to see Mr. Aaron on 17 July, the Prime Minister 

hopes that the Lord Privy Seal might be. able to do so instead.) 


I should also be g r a t e f u l i f consideration could be given, 

in the l i g h t of Mr. Aaron's discussions in London, to a reply 

to President Carter's message which the Prime Minister might send 

i n due course. 


I am sending copies of t h i s letter, and enclosure, to Roger 

Facer (MOD) and Martin V i l e (Cabinet O f f i c e ) . 


B. G. CAKTLEDGE 


Paul Lever, Esq., 

Foreign and Commonwealth O f f i c e . 



