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T H E P R I M E MINISTER 

Persona! Minute 


No. M i«*/7ST 


FOREIGN AND COMMONWEALTH SECRETARY 


THE RHODES IA CONFERENCE 


Today sees the s u c c e s s f u l c o n c l u s i o n of an e x t r a o r d i n a r y 

piece of diplomacy. The p e r i o d ahead i n Rhodesia i s not going 

t o bo easy but the si g n a t u r e of the Agreement at the end of the 


Lancaster House Conference l a t e r t h i s morning w i l l nonetheless 


bo a milestone of major s i g n i f i c a n c e . 


The e f f o r t to secure an agreement between the v a r i o u s 

p a r t i e s to the c o n f l i c t i n Rhodesia began not long a f t e r the 

present Government took o f f i c e and has continued almost without 


pause ever s i n c e . I t has been an e x e r c i s e not. only i n n e g o t i a t i o n 


at Lusaka and Lancaster House, but a l s o i n i n t e r n a t i o n a l 

persuasion and has i n v o l v e d Embassies and High Commissions a i l 

over the world. I t must have t e s t e d the resources of the 


D i p l o m a t i c S e r v i c e to the f u l l . C l e a r l y the Se r v i c e has been 

equal to the task. 


You are w e l l aware of my admiration f o r the way you and the 


Lord P r i v y Seal have conducted the n e g o t i a t i o n as a vhoie and 

the Conference at Lancaster House i n p a r t i c u l a r . But I should 


be g r a t e f u l i f you could arrange f o r my g r a t i t u d e to be conveyed 

to everyone e l s e who has played a part i n the e n t e r p r i s e . They 


a l l have reason to be proud of what has been achie 


1 ! 


l i t  , ,  u s 
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