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LEADER'S $TRERING COMAITTCE

rlinutes of the 62nd MHMeetinp held at L.00 p.m.
on Honday, 22nd Jonuary 1972, Irn the Lepder's
foom at the House of {ommons.

Present: Arg,. Thatcher (L the Chair)

M. Whitelew, Sir Kelth Joezeph,
Lord Carrinrton, Lord Thorncycroft,
fir (eoffrey Howe, Mr. Prior,

8ir Ian Cilmouxr, Ar. Fewton,

Yr. Dt Johinn Stevas, ir. faude.

Mr. Atlkins.

In Mtendance; Mr. Jenlkin, Jr. Heseltine,
ilr, #Mott, lirs. Opnoenheim,
HMr. Butler, or. Stanlev,
ilr. Patten, v, YWolfson,
v, Ridley, e, Micholseon.

Apologies: M. Pin.

Business

Mra. Thatcher reported that there had heen 10 applications
for emerpgnney debates under $.0.9 that evening and tne Spealer
had arreed that there should be 2 debate at 7.00 p.m. on an lssue
raised Wy M. Shelton, relatinz to the increasing deprivation and
nardshis caused by the cucrent industrial unrest. There was a
short diszcusslon and the followinn points wers arreed:

{1} our backbenchers should refer te theo problems In their
ronttitvencies and Mr. Whitelaw would speald briefly at the end of
the debate.

(11) “e would vipurously redect any Government claim that it
was our defecat of nay sanctions that had helped to bring about the
present crisils with feference to verlous arguments, 1In particulnr
to the fact that CGovernment hackbenchers had constantly pressed
the case of those who were taking industrlal 2ction.

(1ii) we would vote on a 3-line whip.

There was falsc a short discussion on the suhject for our
Supply Deyr on ThUrsday, 25th Janwvary. LE was arrred that we
would chanpge the subject; instead of debating the halving of the
value of the pound se we had previously proposed, we would
debate the effects of the current industrial situation on
Britain's sconomic proepests, in partlcular the nrospecces for
Anflstion. The debate would be on thn adjournment and we would
voke on a 3-1ine whin., 9ir Gecifrey Howe znd ile, Mottt would be
our speakers ond “r. Atkins would 1nfoim the Lord Presldent of
our changed decision., 1In this debate we woirld emphasise that
the Government's plans, as set out in the latest dhlte Paper,




were based on an over—optimistic assessment of the prospects for
the econory, even before the current rash of disputes. Hith the
dislocation caused by those disputes and the inflationary
settlements in the public sector likely to incrense Government
spending and borrowing, the targets set out In the White Faper
were rendered even more conspicucusly invalid.

The Local Authorlty Workers'! Pay Claim

Mr. Heseltine reported on the latest developments In the
discussions between the leaders of the local authorities and
dr. Shorve snd wr. Booth. there was a discussion and it was

agreed that we would view with concern the Government compelling

the local authorities to agree: (a} to a serles of stafed
increases which would create problems for an incoming Convervative
fovernment; and (b)) toc 2 comparabllity study whileh would Turther
increase costs 1in this area. Any such comparability study should
consider not only comparative pay but such things as compzrative
job security, pension rights, holidays and manrcing.

There was & diascussion and the followlng points were agreed:

The Current Crisis

(i) We should continue %o conecentrete atientlon on guestions
relating to the balance of power Iin industry ard the ghuse of the
law on picketing. We should avoid the debate belng switched to
the issues of pay and prices sanctions, which was what the Labour
Party were clearly trylng to do.

(i} We Should criticise the apparent acceptancs by the
Covernment that pickets had the right to stop lorries and we
sheuld - mssert the ripht of those who wished to work or pass
plcket lines to do s0.

(111} We should also reiterate the Conservative Party's
of fer to help the Government take the appropriats measures on
plcketing, secret ballots, the closed shop and ne-stirlke agreemens

{iy} These points would be pursued at Prime Minizster's
Questicn Time during the week and in speeches.

(v} We should otherwise attack the zeneral cncouragement
glven %o militancy and te extfavagant pay claims by the Labour
Party over the years and in particular at the present time, and
thelr discourasement of anyone who tried to stand firm against
union milltancy.

(vi} It was impartant to keep open our contacts with some
unlon leaders.

(vil) When we came to revise the Manifesto draft it would
be necessary to glve greater emphasis to the problem of union
power and our propasals for remedyinp that problem than we had
in the draft the previous autunn.

The meeting closed at 5.20 p.m.
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