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5 L I A M E N T A R Y 1. The Cabinet were in formed of the business to be taken i n 
FAIRS the House of Commons in the per iod 2 - 9 June. 

JEIGN 2. T H E F O R E I G N A N D C O M M O N W E A L T H S E C R E T A R Y said 
FAIRS that the latest posit ion on the boycott of the Moscow Games was 

d iscourag ing . B r i t i s h sw immers had now said that they intended 
; y i o u s to part ic ipate i n the G a m e s . S i r Den is Fo l l ows , C h a i r m a n of the 
t rence ' B r i t i s h O lympic Assoc i a t i on , had been unresponsive to the latest 
80) 19th letter he had rece ived f r o m the P r i m e M i n i s t e r . F r a n c e and a 
elusions, number of other countries had fai led to respond to the lead given 
iite 2 by the dec i s ion of the West G e r m a n National O l ymp ic Committee 

not to go to the G a m e s . T h i s dec i s ion had only been taken as a 
resu l t of considerable persona l efforts by die P res ident , 
Chance l l o r and F o r e i g n M in i s t e r of the F e d e r a l Republ ic of 
G e r m a n y . The West G e r m a n Government was now start ing to 
feel i so lated . In view of the robust pos i t ion in favour of the boycott 
which the B r i t i s h Government had assumed, he bel ieved that it would 
be helpful to B r i t i s h re lat ions with the F e d e r a l Republ ic of G e r m a n y 
i f senior B r i t i s h Ministers could be seen to be s t i l l t ry ing to 
dissuade the C h a i r m e n of the var ious B r i t i s h Sports Federa t ions 
f r o m part ic ipat ion i n the Moscow O l y m p i c s . 

T H E F O R E I G N A N D C O M M O N W E A L T H S E C R E T A R Y said that 
the B r i t i s h dec i s ion not to make economic sanctions against Iran 

vious ret rospect ive f r o m 4 November 1979 had caused some i r r i t a t i on 
t rence : o n t r i e pa r t of the United States and our Commun i ty pa r tne r s . He 
SO) 19th had spoken to the A m e r i c a n Sec re ta ry of State, M r Muskie who 
elusions, seemed to understand the pos i t ion. But a p rob l em remained over 
iite 2 making the nece s sa ry O r d e r s i n Counc i l . Our European partners 

who were implementing the sanctions by administrat ive action 
were doing so f r o m today. It seemed l i k e l y that the equivalent 
B r i t i s h measures could not be taken before the P r i v y Counc i l had 
met in the following week, poss ib ly on Thur sday 29 M a y . 

In a b r ie f d i scuss ion i t was agreed that it was probably necessa ry 
for O r d e r s to be made under both the 1939 A c t and the new 
leg is lat ion, and that i t was essent ia l to get the procedure r ight 
f i r s t t ime . Neverthe less there was no need to delay making the 
O r d e r s for as long as the F o r e i g n and Commonwealth Secre ta ry 
had feared, i n view of the poss ib le adverse effects among our 
European partners and in the United States. 

T H E P R I M E MIN ISTER, summing up the d i scuss ion , said that the 
O r d e r s should be made as soon as they were ready, i f possib le on 
F r i d a y 23 May . 
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T H E F O R E I G N A N D C O M M O N W E A L T H S E C R E T A R Y sa id that he 
had met M r G r o m y k o , the Soviet F o r e i g n M i n i s t e r , i n V i enna and 
they had d i s c u s s e d Afghanistan . It seemed c l ea r that the Soviets 
wanted to achieve a p o l i t i c a l sett lement, but the t e r m s they 
appeared to have i n m i n d invo lved a recogn i t ion of P r e s i d e n t B a b r a k 
K a r m a l ' s r e g i m e , and guarantees of non - in te r f e rence f r o m 
Afghanistan ' s ne ighbours , without dea l ing with the need for the 
withdrawl of Soviet t roops f r o m the country . Thus the Soviet and 
Wes t e rn view of tile p r o b l e m were st i l l a long way apart . 

sident G i s c a r d ' s 
to Warsaw 

T H E F O R E I G N A N D C O M M O N W E A L T H S E C R E T A R Y said that the 
news of P r e s i d e n t G i s c a r d ' s meet ing with P r e s i d e n t B r e z h n e v i n 
Warsaw had been genera l l y badly r e c e i v e d i n the West . The fact 
that he intended to make the v i s i t had been known du r ing the meet ing 
of F o r e i g n M i n i s t e r s i n V ienna even though there had been no 
spec i f i c F r e n c h announcement. Nothing s igni f icant had emerged 
f r o m the meet ing of the two P r e s i d e n t s . 

T H E F O R E I G N A N D C O M M O N W E A L T H S E C R E T A R Y said that i t 
was not c l e a r what was happening i n Uganda since the d i sp l acement 
of P r e s i d e n t B i n a i s a , but there did appear to be a strong probab i l i ty 
e i ther of the r e tu rn of D r Obote to power o r of the country s l id ing 
into c i v i l d i s o r d e r . 

1 Korea T H E F O R E I G N A N D C O M M O N W E A L T H S E C R E T A R Y said that 
although ser ious r io t ing was taking p lace i n severa l c i t i e s i n South 
K o r e a these appeared to be caused by student discontent . T h e r e 
were no indicat ions that they had been de l i be ra te ly caused , o r of 
N o r t h K o r e a n invo lvement . 

The Cab inet 

T o o k note. 
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(UNITY 3. T H E F O R E I G N A N D C O M M O N W E A L T H S E C R E T A R Y sa id 
S that the i n f o r m a l mee t ing of F o r e i g n M i n i s t e r s i n Nap l e s had made 

v e r y l i t t l e p r o g r e s s . The F r e n c h and G e r m a n F o r e i g n M i n i s t e r s 
we re not w i l l i n g to d i s c u s s f i gu re s i n advance of a mee t i ng of the 

unity C o u n c i l of M i n i s t e r s (Ecof in ) now schedu led fo r 27 M a y . Whi le 
t the re had been some g rea te r r e a d i n e s s to a ccep t a se t t l ement 

c o v e r i n g three y e a r s , the o f f e r s made i n L u x e m b o u r g for a l i m i t 
JUS on ou r net con t r i bu t i on i n 1980 had b een w i thdrawn and we would be 
tnce: expected to pay m o r e this y ea r i n any a g r e e m e n t c o v e r i n g three 
119th y e a r s . T h e E c o f i n C o u n c i l would be c o n s i d e r i n g the l a t e s t 
isions, C o m m i s s i o n e s t i m a t e s about the s i z e of the C o m m u n i t y Budget and o u r 
i 3 Level of cont r i bu t ion , but i t was u n l i k e l y that this mee t ing would make 

any p r o g r e s s towards a so lu t ion . T o make p r o g r e s s , there would 
need to be a mee t i ng of the C o u n c i l of M i n i s t e r s ( F o r e i g n A f f a i r s ) , 
w i th F o r e i g n M i n i s t e r s hav ing a mandate to negotiate f r o m the i r 
H e a d s of G o v e r n m e n t . In the m e a n t i m e , the F r e n c h and p robab l y 
o ther M e m b e r States were c o n s i d e r i n g nat iona l m e a s u r e s to r a i s e 
the i n c o m e of the i r f a r m e r s by the equiva lent of the p r i c e i n c r e a s e s 
w h i c h we w e r e cont inuing to b l o ck . T h u s ou r ba r ga in ing strength 
would be l e s s a fter the end of M a y . 

T H E M I N I S T E R O F A G R I C U L T U R E , F I S H E R I E S A N D F O O D sa id 
that tha F r e n c h G o v e r n m e n t had p r o m i s e d he lp to the i r f a r m e r s i f 
there was no a g r e e m e n t on a g r i c u l t u r a l p r i c e s be fore the end of 
M a y . Whethe r other M e m b e r States would fo l low suit wou ld depend 
on the st rength of t he i r f a r m i n g l obby and t h e i r d o m e s t i c budgeta ry 
s i tua t ion . T h e r e was l i k e l y to be d i s t o r t i o n o f t rade wi th in the 
C o m m u n i t y and i f na t iona l a ids l e d to i n c r e a s e d p r o d u c t i o n the c o s t 
of add i t i ona l su rp l u se s would s t i l l f a l l on the C o m m u n i t y Budget . 
We we re e x a m i n i n g the l e ga l i t y of the p r o p o s e d F r e n c h m e a s u r e s , 
but they m i g h t not be i l l e g a l un less condemned by the C o m m i s s i o n , 
and there were s igns that the C o m m i s s i o n would connive at what the 
F r e n c h intended to do . 

In a b r i e f d i s c u s s i o n i t was suggested that i t should be po s s i b l e to 
ach ieve set t lement on acceptab le t e r m s . C o n s i d e r a b l e p r o g r e s s 
had a l r e a d y been made - m u c h m o r e than would at one t ime have 
been thought p o s s i b l e - and an e a r l y se t t l ement would be i m p o r t a n t 
f o r the un i ty of E u r o p e . B u t the p r o s p e c t s f o r the next E u r o p e a n 
C o u n c i l on 12 and 13 June would not be good u n l e s s F o r e i g n M i n i s t e r s 
had negot iat ing mandates wh ich would enable them to come c l o s e , i f 
not a l l the way, to a set t lement . Wh i l e there was some r i s k that a n 
a r r a n g e m e n t fo r on ly three y e a r s would r eopen the budget i s s u e jus t 
at the t i m e of the next e l ec t ions to the E u r o p e a n P a r l i a m e n t , i t was 
m o r e than l i k e l y that before then the C o m m u n i t y would have had to 
make m a j o r changes i n i t s budgetary a r r a n g e m e n t s because of the 
exhaust ion of i t s ex i s t ing f i nanc i a l r e s o u r c e s . O n the other hand, 
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even i f we were able, as we should seek, to achieve a settlement 
which was an improvement on what had been on offer at Luxembourg , 
we should st i l l be the second la rgest contributor after G e r m a n y which 
had for long been gaining at our expense not only through the 
Communi ty Budget but through the offset ar rangements , and we 
should a lso s t i l l be making a substantial ly l a r ge r net contribution 
than F r a n c e . National ag r i cu l tu ra l measures of the kind proposed 
by the F r e n c h would not n e c e s s a r i l y help our objective of re forming 
the C o m m o n A g r i c u l t u r a l P o l i c y : they might even help to entrench 
i t . Neverthe less we should not be unduly concerned about the threat 
which they represented to our negotiat ing posit ion on the budget issue 
i f the F r e n c h were to act i l l ega l ly , that would create a c l imate in 
which it would be l e s s difficult for the Government to give further 
considerat ion to the withholding of our Value Added T a x ( VAT ) 
contribution. 

T H E P R I M E MIN ISTER , summing up the d i scuss ion , said that i t 
was right to use the Counc i l of F o r e i g n M i n i s t e r s to t ry to reach 
an ea r l y settlement before the European Counc i l . She would be 
d i scuss ing further with the F o r e i g n and Commonwealth Sec re ta ry 
h is negotiating mandate for such a meet ing . 

The Cabinet -

Took note. 
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4. The Cab inet cons ide red a m e m o r a n d u m by the Chance l l o r of 
the Duchy of L a n c a s t e r (C(80) 28) about the cost of P a r l i a m e n t . 

T H E C H A N C E L L O R O F T H E D U C H Y O F L A N C A S T E R said that he 
had examined the d i r e c t cos ts of running P a r l i a m e n t and. with the 
help of the M i n i s t e r of State, C i v i l S e r v i c e Department , some « f the 
i n d i r e c t cos ts f a l l ing on Gove rnment Depa r tment s . H e had 
suggested i n h i s m e m o r a n d u m ways i n which i m p r o v e m e n t s might be 
sought i n the cont ro l of expenditure and for secur ing economies . 
L a s t year , die running of P a r l i a m e n t had cost £44 m i l l i o n . The 
c u r r e n t y e a r ' s est imate was £51 m i l l i o n . T h e m a i n i t ems of 
expenditure were M e m b e r s ' s a l a r i e s and a l lowances (£16 m i l l i o n i n 
the c u r r e n t year ) . House o f C o m m o n s A d m i n i s t r a t i o n and cater ing 
(£11 mi l l i on ) , House of L o r d s expenditure ( £ 5 mi l l i on ) , the P a l a c e 
of Wes tmins te r (£8 mi l l i on ) , and H a n s a r d , p r in t ing , stat ionery and 
computer costs (£8 mi l l i on ) . He had p rov ided f igures i n Annex C , 
showing the growth s ince 1973-74 of House of C o m m o n s and House of 
L o r d s expenditure: i n r e a l t e rms i t had r i s e n by about 60 pe r cent 
due to i n c r e a s e s i n a l lowances (although not pay), ex t ra staffing and 
po l i c ing , and the new a r rangements for House of C o m m o n s ca te r ing . 
The r ema in ing costs of P a r l i a m e n t , inc lud ing the Pa l a ce of 
Wes tmins te r , H a n s a r d , p r in t ing and stat ionery, had fluctuated i n 
r e a l t e r m s i n recent y e a r s and had amounted to some £14 m i l l i o n i n 
the p r ev i ous f inanc ia l y e a r . T h e c u r r e n t y e a r ' s es t imates d id not 
make fu l l p r o v i s i o n for the mos t recent commi tment s , inc lud ing 
i m p r o v e d s e c r e t a r i a l a l lowances and pens ions , and extended f ree 
t r a v e l for M P s . The extra cost might be £3 m i l l i o n . T h e r e were 
e lements of uncer ta in ty about future y e a r s . H e had d rawn at tent ion 
to l i k e l y i n c r e a s e s i n pr in t ing costs , and i n pens ions for M e m b e r s 
who had r e t i r e d before 1964. The va r ious systems of cont ro l which 
operated ove r di f ferent s ec to r s of P a r l i a m e n t a r y expenditure were 
de s c r i b ed i n the m e m o r a n d u m . The Cab inet had recent ly agreed that 
P a r l i a m e n t a r y pay and a l lowances should continue to be dec ided after 
independent rev iew. He would be c i r c u l a t i n g to h i s col leagues 
p roposa l s for i m p r o v i n g the accountab i l i ty of M P s for the i r c l a i m s 
for a l lowances . He proposed no changes i n the contro l o f works at 
the P a l a c e of Wes tmins t e r . He had, however , made p roposa l s for 
a rev iew by the House of Commons C o m m i s s i o n of the sy s t em of 
cont ro l over staffing and admin i s t r a t i on . S i m i l a r mat te r s i n the 
House of L o r d s might, i n addit ion, need to be looked at . He 
proposed that P a r l i a m e n t ' s p r int ing , s tat ionery and computer 
r equ i r ements should be obtained on a repayment ba s i s , so that 
f inanc ia l cont ro l would r e s t with the two H o u s e s . P a r l i a m e n t was, 
of course , h igh ly sensit ive about i ts constitut ional pos i t ion , and 
intense ly jea lous of i t s independence. It was essent ia l to p roceed 
d ip l omat i ca l l y . T h e r e would need to be ea r l y i n f o r m a l ta lks with 
the Speaker , the Oppos i t ion and, l a t e r , with the House of C o m m o n s 
C o m m i s s i o n . He did not favour a comprehens ive i nqu i r y into the 
cost of P a r l i a m e n t . It might we l l be counterproduct ive , l ead ing to 
strong demands for better accommodat ion and more generous 
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f inancia l treatment. Some improvements were needed, however, 
and he sought the Cabinet ' s agreement to the ser ies of init iat ives 
set out i n paragraph 12 of h i s paper . 

T H E M I N I S T E R O F S T A T E , C I V I L S E R V I C E D E P A R T M E N T , said 
that the ind i rec t costs imposed by P a r l i a m e n t on Government 
Departments were diff icult to quantify. Cos t s of answering 
P a r l i a m e n t a r y Quest ions had been est imated as l e s s than £2 m i l l i o n 
a year ; and a s i m i l a r estimate had been made of the cost for 
Departments of deal ing with Select Commi t t ee s . The ove ra l l f igure 
of £10 m i l l i o n for P a r l i a m e n t a r y Quest ions, Select Commit tees and 
M P s ' l e t te rs was lower than he would have expected. It would be 
expensive to conduct a thorough survey a c r o s s a l l Departments . He 
therefore suggested that S i r De r ek Rayne r ' s recommendat ion should 
be adopted and that one Department should be asked to keep a r e co rd 
next sess ion of the r e sources committed i n support of P a r l i a m e n t a r y 
work. In the case of Select Commi t t ee s , i t was not s imp ly a matter 
of the costs themselves so much as the fact that the burden fe l l on 
M i n i s t e r s and senior o f f ic ia ls . A n immense amount of br ie f ing was 
undertaken for those attending the T r e a s u r y and C i v i l Serv ice 
Select Commit tee , for example, and much of i t was on matters which, 
i n the event, were not r a i s ed . A s for P a r l i a m e n t a r y Quest ions , he 
suggested that the £50 l i m i t set i n 1965, ie the l i m i t above which 
M i n i s t e r s should consider refusing to answer a Quest ion on grounds 
of disproportionate cost, should be r a i s ed to £100. The present 
l eve l was unrea l i s t ic and, in h is exper ience, no longer observed . 

In d i s cuss i on i t was noted that the increase in the d i r ec t costs of 
P a r l i ament since 1973-74 had been substantial ly greater than the 
rate of inf lat ion and that this inc rease was continuing at a t ime when 
the Government were curta i l ing the growth of other publ ic expenditure. 
Pub l icat ion of the re levant f igures and of examples of apparent abuse 
or extravagance would cer ta in ly attract publ ic attention; but i t would 
be a mistake to stimulate an t i - P a r l i amenta ry feelings by so doing. 
It was i n P a r l i a m e n t ' s own interests to make such changes as were 
neces sa ry . It would be better to concentrate, as the Chance l l o r of 
the Duchy of Lancas te r had proposed, on par t icu la r e reas where a 
more effective and coherent sys tem of contro l of expenditure was 
des i rab le . P a r l i a m e n t a r y expenditure should not be immune f r o m 
questioning: there seemed to be a number of sacred cows. A des i re 
to avoid the c r i t i c i s m of M e m b e r s might i n the past have led to 
inadequate scrutiny of proposed expenditure. The r e seemed to be 
grounds for concern over the inc reases i n the staff employed in the 
two Houses ; and the need for major expenditure on computers was 
not sel f -evident. The House of Commons C o m m i s s i o n , who had 
statutory respons ib i l i ty for the administ rat ion of the House, would 
need to undertake any review of staffing, but they might be encouraged 
to ask the C i v i l Serv ice Department to a s s i s t i n a review, as the 
House of L o r d s Off ices Committee had a l ready done in the case of 
their staff. 

6 

C O N F I D E N T I A L 



C O N F I D E N T I A L 

T h e fol lowing were among the points made i n further d i s c u s s i o n of 
the d i r e c t cos ts of P a r l i a m e n t : * 

a . T h e r e was no r e a l i s t i c po s s i b i l i t y of l eg i s l a t i on to 
reduce die total number c f M e m b e r s of P a r l i a m e n t and 
thereby the cost of s a l a r i e s and a l lowances . T h e Boundary 
C o m m i s s i o n s were rev iewing const i tuency boundar ies , but 
the House of C o m m o n s (Red is t r ibut ion of Seats) A c t 1949 
stipulated that there must be at l eas t 71 Scott ish M e m b e r s 
and 35 W e l s h M e m b e r s and these numbers , i n p r a c t i c e , 
b r o a d l y de te rmined the number of E n g l i s h M e m b e r s . 

b . T h e i n c r e a s e i n the number of staff employed i n the 
L i b r a r y of the House of C o m m o n s , and other Depar tments , 
re f lected the i n c r e a s e d demands of M P s for r e s e a r c h 
f ac i l i t i e s and admin i s t r a t i ve support , and betokened a change 
i n the attitudes of M P s to their r o l e . Signi f icant economies 
would be secured only i f this new fashion were cha l lenged. 

c . Respons i b i l i t y for the maintenance of the Pa l ace of 
Wes tmins te r r es ted at p re sent with the S e c r e t a r y of State for 
the E n v i r o n m e n t . It was argued that the P r o p e r t y S e r v i c e s 
A g e n c y of the Depar tment should act so le ly as cont rac to r s 
and that r e spons i b i l i t y for dec id ing on the wo rk to be done 
should r e s t with the L e a d e r s of both Houses o r with the 
House of C o m m o n s C o m m i s s i o n and the House of L o r d s 
Of f ices C o m m i t t e e . Such a change would be i n l ine with the 
changeover to a r epayment ba s i s for P a r l i a m e n t a r y p r in t ing , 
stat ionery, etc . r e commended by the Chance l l o r of the Duchy 
of L a n c a s t e r . On the other hand, the L e a d e r s of the two 
Houses had no staff to c a r r y out such functions and the cont ro l 
of expenditure would he l e s s effective than at p resent i f 
r e spons i b i l i t y were t r ans f e r r ed to P a r l i a m e n t i t se l f . C o n t r o l 
was l i k e l y to be best e x e r c i s e d by a junior M i n i s t e r i n the 
Department of the E n v i r o n m e n t as pa r t of h i s r egu la r duties . 

d . E x a m p l e s were quoted of apparent abuse of t r ave l at 
publ ic expense, i n this country and abroad, by m e m b e r s of 
depar tmenta l Se lect C o m m i t t e e s . In such ca se s , a s u m m a r y 
of the facts ought to be brought to the notice of the House of 
C o m m o n s C o m m i s s i o n o r the L i a i s o n Commi t t ee , which had 
l a i d down ru l e s about t r ave l by m e m b e r s of the C o m m i t t e e s . 

e. A l though i t was stated i n the m e m o r a n d u m that a r r a n g e ­
ments for dec id ing the l e v e l of po l i c ing were sat is factory , the 
Met ropo l i t an P o l i c e cons ide red that there were too many 
po l i ce engaged at the Pa l ace of Wes tmins t e r . It might be 
poss ib le to reduce the number , o r to rep lace some by 
secur i ty guards . The H o m e Sec re ta ry undertook to examine 
the s ituation. 
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In further d i scuss ion i t was suggested that the f igures quoted in 
Annex D of the memorandum se r ious ly underest imated the costs 
imposed cn Departments by Pa r l i amen t . Cons iderab le numbers 
of staff were engaged in deal ing with le t ters f r o m M e m b e r s of 
Pa r l i ament , the number of which appeared to be inc reas ing . Much 
work was also being created by Select Commi t t ee s . The preparat ion 
of unnecessary br ie f ing ma te r i a l had been r e f e r r ed to. The p rob l em 
also arose as a r esu l t of the use of " open " P a r l i a m e n t a r y Questions, 
which the Speaker was now d iscourag ing . The extent of P a r l i ament ' s 
influence on the work of Departments was inherent i n the constitutional 
re lat ionship of P a r l i ament to the Execut ive . Nonetheless, there was 
a need to quantify the ind i rec t costs involved so far as possib le and 
for individual M i n i s t e r s to d iscourage the p reparat ion of unnecessary 
background mate r i a l when their Departments advised on the answers 
to P a r l i a m e n t a r y Quest ions and M P s ' l e t te r s . The l i m i t of £50 on 
the cost of answer ing a P a r l i a m e n t a r y Quest ion was a useful r eminder 
of the need for economy and i t would be a mistake to increase i t at 
present . 

T H E P R I M E M I N I S T E R , summing up the d i scuss ion , said that the 
Cabinet were concerned at the inc reases in the d i r ec t costs of 
P a r l i a m e n t and i n the burdens imposed by P a r l i a m e n t or. Departments . 
The increases i n costs and staffing, and the apparent l ack of effective 
contro l , r a n counter to the Government ' s genera l po l i cy of reducing 
publ ic expenditure and manpower. The Cabinet agreed that a w ide -
ranging enquiry was not appropriate and recognised that account must 
be taken of the constitutional pos i t ion of P a r l i a m e n t and the statutory 
respons ib i l i t ies of the House of Commons C o m m i s s i o n . They 
therefore supported the proposa ls made by the Chance l lo r of the Duchy 
of Lancas t e r as a means towards improv ing the posit ion i n the House 
of C o m m o n s . In h i s in fo rma l talks with the Speaker, the 
Opposit ion and the House of Commons C o m m i s s i o n , he should s t ress 
that P a r l i a m e n t i t se l f would be damaged i n the public eye i f i ts 
expenditure were thought to be exempt f r o m the constraints applying 
to other expenditure of t ax -paye r s ' money. The damage would be 
the greater i f there appeared to be no effective contro ls against 
abuses, for example, as regards t rave l at publ ic expense. M in i s t e r s 
should l e t the Chance l l o r of the Duchy of L anca s t e r know of any 
specif ic and wel l - founded examples of abuse so that he could take 
them up with the L i a i s o n Committee or the House of Commons 
C o m m i s s i o n as appropr iate . A review of the staffing of the House of 
L o r d s was i n hand, with the help of the C i v i l Serv ice Department , 
The House of L o r d s Off ices Committee should be asked to accept that 
pr int ing, stationery and computer requirements should be obtained on 
a repayment basis* The Cabinet accepted the offer by the Sec re ta ry 
of State for Soc ia l Se rv i ces that his Department should keep a r e c o r d 
of the r e sources committed next Sess ion i n support of the 
P a r l i a m e n t a r y work of M i n i s t e r s and senior o f f ic ia ls . M i n i s t e r s 
should seek, so far as pract icab le , to reduce the work of their 
Departments i n dealing with Pa r l i amenta ry Questions and M i n i s t e r i a l 
correspondence* 
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T h e Cab inet -

1. Invited the C h a n c e l l o r of the Duchy of L a n c a s t e r 
to hold i n f o r m a l ta lks with the Speaker , the Oppos i t ion 
and the House of C o m m o n s C o m m i s s i o n to seek their 
support for the steps set out i n pa rag raphs 12(a), (c) 
and (d) of h i s m e m o r a n d u m . 

2. Invited M i n i s t e r s to i n f o r m the Chance l l o r of the 
Duchy of L a n c a s t e r of any spec i f i c examples of apparent 
abuse of t r a ve l a r rangements by Depar tmenta l Se lect 
C o m m i t t e e s , 

3. Invited the L o r d P r e s i d e n t of the Counc i l to ask the 
House of L o r d s Of f ices C o m m i t t e e to accept that 
p r in t ing , s tat ionery and computer r equ i r ement s for that 
House should be obtained on a repayment b a s i s . 

4. Invited the S e c r e t a r y of State for Soc ia l S e r v i c e s , 
i n consultat ion with the M i n i s t e r of State, C i v i l Se rv i ce 
Depar tment , to a r range for a r e c o r d to be kept next 
Ses s ion of the i nd i r e c t costs of P a r l i a m e n t imposed on 
h i s Depar tment . 

Cab inet Office 

22 M a y 1980 
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