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T: SOUTH GEORGIA
LOWING IS TEXT OF MY MESSAGE TO HAIG.
INS: :
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YOUR CHARGE D'AFFAIRES IN LONDON WILL YHAVE REPORTED TQ YOQU
E

BE
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HT SERIOUS SITUATION WHICH HAS DEVELOPED 3EZTWZEN OURSELVES AND
HE ARGENTINE GOVERNMENT FOLLOWING THE ILLEZGAL LANDING AT LEITH
HARBCUR ON THE BRITISH ISLAND OF SOUTH GEORGIA LAST WEEK OF

3

A PARTY OF ARGENTINES. THE ARGENTINES HAVE A LONG-STANDING
CLAIM TO THE FALXLAND ISLANDS AND THEIR DEPENDENCIES AND,
DESPITE ALL CUR ZFFORTS TO RESOLVE THE DISPUTE BY PEACEFUL
NEGOTIATION, THE ARGENTINES HAVE RECENTLY BEEN MAKING IT CLEAR

THAT THEY ARE PREPARED TO USE OTHER MEANS TO ACHIEVE THEIR AIM
OF A FULL TRANSFER OF SOVEREIGNTY. THE WHOLE QUESTION OF THE
FALXKLANDS IS A VERY SENSITIVE ONE FOR US, OUR PUBLIC OPINICN AND
CUR PARLIAMENT. ' ]

A4S SOON AS WE DISCOVERED TKE PRESENCE OF THE PARTY, WE SOUGHT
TO PERSUADE THE ARGENTIMNE GOVERMMENT THROUGH DIPLOMATIC CHANNELS
TO RE¥OVE THEM. BUT THEY HAVE REFUSED TO DO THIS. INSTEAD THEY
APPEAR TG HAVE CONSOLIDAIED THYE PARTY'S POSITION 3Y LANDING
FURTHZR EZQUIPMENT AND HAVE ISSUED A STATEMENT THAT THE MEN ON
SOUTH GEZORGIA WILL BE GIVEN ALL NECESSARY PROTECTION.

I HAVE MOREOVER, JUST RICEZIVED AY UNCOMPROMISING AMND NEGATIVE

’
MESSAGE FROM THE ARGENTINE FCREICGN MINISTER ABQUT TEE
PROBLEM. IT QFFZRS NO CONSTRUCTIVE SUGGEZSTIONS AND SEEMS
LIKELY QLY TO AGGRAVATZ THE PROBLEIM.
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TET ROYAL NAVY ICIT PATROL SHIP, =M3 INDURANCEZ, IS AUCHORID
YTARSY IN GRYTVEXEZH HARSOUR. 4 NUMBER COF ARGINTINZ NAVY VISSELS
ARS SZADING FOR TES AREA AND WS CANNOT EXCLUDE THE POSSIBILITY
TZAT, IF WE ATTZINPT TO REMOVE THE UEN CURSELVES, THEY MAY
RETALIATE.
TT TS QUR FIR! WISZ TC 32$OLVE THIS PROBLIM PIZACEFULLY. 7O
THAT TND, WE HAVE DONE ZVERYTHING WE CAX TQ PIRSUADE THI ARGENT-
THSS TO FIND A WAY OUT: WE ART PREPARED TO IXAMINT IVERY AVENUE
wTTY THEM. 30T THE CONTINUSD PRESENCI OF THESE MEN IS 2N .
INFRINGSIZNT OF 3RITISHY SOVIREIGNTY AND YOU WILL UVDERSTAND THAT
WE CAMNOT ACQUIZSCE IN THAT.
T APPRZCIATE TEAT THIS DISPUTE WILL SEEM TO OTHERS A
3TLATERAL MATTER FOR THE SRITISH AND ARCENTINT GOVERNMENTS. -
SET DESPITE ALL MY GOVERNMENT'S ZFFORTS TO FIND AN ACCEIPTABLE
SOLUTZON, WE EAVE NOW REACHED A STAGE WHERE THZ SITUATION WILL
SQ0i STCOME VERY DIFFICULT. I DO NOT, HOWEVEIR, SELIEVE THAT IT
IS IN ANYONE'S INTERESTS TO ALLOW-THEIS INCIDENT TQ 3E TEE CAUSE

EST
ARME
?

QF WHZAT MAY BECOME ! D CONFLICT I¥N THZ SCUTH ATLANTIC, AND I
WISE TO SXPLORZ IVERY POSSIBLE AVENUE WHICH MIGET HEIL? US TO AVQID
TEIS.

T SHOULD ACCORDIMGLY BE GRATEFUL IF YOU WQULD CONSIDER TAKING
THE 4ATTER UP WITH THZ ARGENTINES, STRESSING THE MEED TC DETUSE
THE SITUATIQON AND FIND A SOLOUTICHI WE CAH ALL ACCEPT. IF THE
ARGENTINES MAINTAIN THAT THEY WILL NOT 3EMOVE THZ MEN THEMSELVES
AND THAT THESY WILL RESIST ANY ATTEMPT 3Y US TC DO SC, THE USE OF
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A THIRD £0U
* TEE

SEI® MIGHT BE

PROBLEY OOULD- ALSQ BE RESOLVED BY TUE ARCENTINZS AGREEING TEAT

A COMPROMISE THEY

CCGLD

THEIR XEN SHOULD SEEK THE NECESSARY PERXISSION FROM 5 BRITISE
AUTEORITIES AT GRYTVEXEN IN ORDER TO REGULARIZE TFEZIR PRESENCE. *

I SHEQULD BE VERY GRATEFUL FOR ANY ESLP YOU CAN GIVE US OF THIS,

F

TE DO NOT FIND A SOLUTION SOON, I FZAR TZ= GRAVEST CONSEQUENCES.

ENDS
CARRTHGTCN .
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