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LEADER'S _CONSULTATIVE _COMMITTER

Mirutes of the. 89th Meeting held at 5.00 p.m.
on Wednesday, 17th December 1975, in the
Leaderts Room at the House of Commons

Prescnts - ¥re, Thatcher (in the Chair)

Mr. ¥hitelaw, Sir Keith Joseph
Wr, Mawdling, Sir Geoffray Howe
Mr. Gilmour, Lord Carrington

¥r, Jenkin, Mr. Peyton

¥r,” 5t. John=Stevap, Mr, Heselting
¥r. Maude, Mr. Buchenan-Smith

¥, Edwerde, Mr. Heave

¥r. Younger, Hr, Fowler

Mr. Jopling, Lord Thornmeycroft

¥z, Atkine

Apelegies: - - Lord Hailsham, Mr. Prior
L . .. Mr. Belscn, Mrs. :Opperheim

In attendance: Ur, Rossi, Mr. Higgina
¥r. Montgomery, Mr, Butler
Mr. Patten, Mr.. Bidley .
Nicholeon

Iro mseﬂ Busineaa for ths Waak 12-15th January

On Mundny, 12th Je.mm.ry there would be a debate on the
NorthernIreland Conatitutional Convention (Hr, Neava,
Mr. Bigas-Devisen),” " This would be followed by & motion on
the: Umolicitad Gooas and Bervices (Nortkern Ireland} Order.

On ?ueaeay, 13th Jamzar,x; thara would ba a debate on “"Qur
5 2 ing Democrac;,r. Devulutiun to. Scntlam and Walss" (Cmmd
384 ). o B

On Wednesday, 14th Janusxy the debate on Devolution would
be coptinued. -

On Thuradgy, 15th January there would be an Opposition
Supply Day, devoted to the third day of the debate on Devolution.
This would be followed by a Prauyer on the Income Tax (Sub=
Contractors in the Gongtruciion Industry) Order.

On Friday, 16th Janusry there would be Private Memberas!
Metions « those of Mr. Kilroy-Silk, Mr. Hemilton and Mr. Neubert.

On Monday, 15th January there would be the fourth and final
day of the debate on Devolution.

Matters Arising on Business

It was undeprstood that neither the Prime Minister nor tha
Law Officers were propoeing %o teke part in the debete on
Devolution, We should meke etreng representations about this.
It was agreed, pro tempors, that Mre. Thatcher and Sir Michael
Havers would ape: on January, Mr. Bucheran-Smith and
Nr, H,:l.ﬂrind would fpeak on léth Januery, which wourld be devoted
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to the Bcottish espect of devolution; Mr. Edwards and Mpr. Roberts
would spesk on 15th Jamary, which would be devoted to the

Welsh aspect of devolution; and Sir Devid Renton and Mr, Whitelaw
would speak on 13th Jamuary,, o

It wae agreed that the LOC would meet on 6th January to
discuse what, cur approach should be in the debate on the
Nerthern Ireland Conetititicnel Convention, and to decide on
an emendment at the end of the Devolution debate,

It was agreed to vote on a three line whip et 10.00 =15
and 11.30 p.m. that same right, 17th December, Thers wag a
short discussion about:Mr,.Heseltine's costings of the Government's
Chrysler plans. - T

The E¢onomic Proapocts end the Party's political pogition

Sir Geoffrey Howe introduced hie paper, drawing attention
+to his propoesls on page. 5. Thers was a discuasion, It was
agreed to:discuse the ratter further.wt a Menday meeting of
the Shedow Csbinet., Mearwhils it waa agreed thet wa should
consider how best to put our case on.mocial security bemefit
to strikerat families. We also needed to develop end com~
mnicate our angwer to the: frequantly asked question, "how
would the Conservatives.deal with militant uniona?W.

GIC Flections o

~ 2 T .

Mro. Thatcher reported on her.discussion with Mr. Graham
Fage, who would nct be oppomed if . the»Party resiated the
Government's attempt to postpone the GIY eleckions to 1977,
It was mgreed that we should cppose this; Mr. Atkine would
talk %o Mr. Geoffrey Rippon, who was.Secretary of State for =

the Envircnment whan the original postponement wes proposed.

. . Lo . '
Parliasmentery Tectios -:Paper by Patrick Jenrin fec/v5/92)

My, Jebkin introduced his .peper in-which it wag suggeated
that the Party would find it @ifficult to become more affective
in Parlimment.until .it decided whether to upgrade the statua
and bridfing.Tor our rspresentetion on Selsct Committees and
drew more attention to their proceedings, or downgrade Select
Committee work and mseck to retbre the limelight to proceedinga
on the flooriof tha House, Thers was a. discussion. It was
agreed that the subject should be discussed again at & Mondsy
meeting of the Shadow Osbinet.

'The meeting 'clulséd- at 5.15 p.m.
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