LCC/TT/155th Meg. SECRET

COPY NO.

LEADER'S CONSULTATIVE COMMITIEE
Minutes of the 155th Meeting held at 3.00 p.m.
on Wednesday, 18tk March 1377, io the Leades's
Asom at the Houss of Commens.

Present: Mra. Thatcher {in the Chair)

Mr. Whitelaw, 5ir Geoffray Howe,.

Mr. Pricp, Mr. Pym, S5ir Imn Gilmour,
Mr, Jenkin, Mr. St. John Stavas, o
Mp, Heseitine, Me. Maude, Mr. Naave, ~
Nr. Edwards, Hre. Oppenhelim,
Mr. King, Mr. Noti, Mr. Tayler,
Lord Thorneycroft.

In attendance: Sir Michasl Havers, Mr. Stanlay,
Mr, Patten, Mr. Hidley, Mr, Nicholmen.

Apologian: Lord Hailsham, My, Psyton, Mr. Davies.

Future Businese for the Week 2lat-2ath March

Future Businese for A8 O o e

On Monday, 21lst March, there would e the Sscond Reading of
the Redundancy Rebates 311l (Mr. Hayhoe, Mr. Madel}. This. would
be follawed by the Sscond Resding of the Police (sestland) Bill
{Mp. Taylor, Mr. Younger} and by = Motion on BEC Documant R/2633/76
on Coking Ceal for the Steel Indusiry.

On Tuesday, 2&nd Mmrch, Mr. I. Clemitson would sesk leave to
introduce his Auditing Reform Bill under the "10 Mimute Rale, This
would be followed by a Motionr on the Dafence White Paper and by
a Motion on the Londonderry Port and Hurbour Comaisaionsr Acts
(Anendnent} Noerthern Ireland Order. .

On Nednesday, 23rd March, Mr. B, Grocott would seek lcave to

- intpoduce his Peanal Refoyw Bill urder the 1¢ Ninute Rule. This

would be folicwed by the second day of a Motien on thes Defence
White Paper and by a Mctlon on EEC Documents R/1668/76 mnd
A/2578/78 on Animal Heslth.

On Thursday, 24th March, there would be a debate on the
thairman of Ways and Heans Ruling of Thursday, 10th February.
Thim would ba followed by Motions on the Eurgpean Commmunitiss
(Definitien of Treaties) Orders ard by Opponsd Private Business
{Merseyside Bill).

On Friday, 25th March, there would be the faollowing Private
Members' Motiona: Mr. P, Milla's Direct Elsctions to the
European Parliament and those of Mr. Bryan Gould and Mr. A. Jones,

On Monday, 28th March, there would be the lords Amerdments teo
the Social Security (Miscellaneous Provisiona) Bill. These worskd
ba followed by o Motion on the Family Incoms Supplements { Compu~
tatiem) Regulations and by Oppostd Private Business {8t., FPaul's
Playing Fislds Bill).

seaasd 3. Matters



2. Matters Arising on Busineas

There was a dizcussion on varioue points and the following
was agréed:

(1) With repard to the Government's failure to table a
Mption to enable the House to approve, or even take note of the
Public Expenditurs White Paper, we should make maxinum use of
the fact thaet the Government Wes now incapable of obtaining the
consent of the House for its own policies. We should conbult our
procedural experts to see if Shepe was any device which might enable
us to vote on the ¥hite Paper after the debate. -

(18} Mr. AtRI7# vetld-sesk to obtain m nalf Supply Day on
the propoged gas price increases, If this wask not posaibls, we
should sbEk to téii"u'\ mergenty half Supply Day. If the
Governidnt gave ub’a whidie Bupply Day. we should debate gas in
the first half and the hroposed: closurs of certain Scottish
teacher training cellegeds in’ the second half. C¢n gas, our Epealers
would be Mrs. Obpépheim and M. Teylor. We should concentrate
our mttack on e Govermment’s failure to observe its own Price
Code, and in particular on Mr: Hattersley, end we should not
mcek to involve Mr. Benn in the debate.

(f11) We should not vote on the Second Reading of the (
Aedundancy Rebates B111.

{iv} There would b¢ a 2 line whip on the Police {Scotland)
Bill.

(v) Our speskere in the two-day defance debafe would be
83ir Tan Gilmour, Mr. Davies, Wr. Churchill and on¥ of tlie vice-
chairmen of the Defence Committee. There would be a 3 line
whip at the Glose of the debate on 26th March. N

(vi} We should object very strongly to the proposal to
debate the ruling of - the.thairman of Ways and Means on 24th Nareh.

3. othar Businews ...

(1) Thare was a short discussian on Parlimmentacy tactics.
1t was reed that, while we should make no offer at present to
_The Porthern Iféland MPé we should show our comoorf at the
deteriorating stats of security in Norfharn Ireland and underline
the atrength of our cemmitment to a Speaker!s Confarencé ta
dismcuas the number of Northern Ireland MP%, We should awalt a
suitable occaslon fer a Motion of Mo Confidence in the Government.

{51 Mr. Whitelaw peported on the ldkely recommendations of
the Annan Commlttes on broadcasting which was expected to report
the following week. ' He explalned hia proposed reactions, viz.
that to svoid a furthér increase in the television licence o in
submidies from the taxpayer, the proposed fourth televiplon
channal should be cpened to bids from such private companis= and
inter as were in ‘ed. This was agreed.

The mesting closed at §.15 p.m,
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