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TO IMMEDIATE FCO

TELEGRAM NUMBER 133 OF @5 MAY 1982

REPEATED FOR (NFO TO IMMEDJATE WASH INGTON AND UKMIS NEW YORK

IMMED IATE INFO TO PARIS, COPENHAGEN, BRUSSELS, ROME, BONN, ATHENS,
LUXEMBOURG, THE HAGUE, UKREP BRUSSELS AND UKMIS GENEVA

MY TELNOS 124, 125 AND 128: FALKLAHDS: [RISH GOVERNMENT ATT ITUDE

1. DESPITE THE IRISH GOVERHMENT®S SYATEMENTS OF 2 AND 4 MAY

(MY TELNOS 124 AND 124) THERE HAS NOW BEEN A SLIGHT EASING OF THEIR
PGSITION. THE TAOD ISEACH TOLD THE DAIL YESTERDAY THAT COMMENTS
MADE AT A LOCAL FIANNA FAIL PARTY MEETING BY THE (RISH

DEFENCE MINISTER ON 3 MAY (THAT ‘?BRITAIN WAS NOW THE AGGRESSOR™!
IN THE FALKLAND ISLANDS CRISIS) HAD BEEN A SPONTANEOUS REACTION TO
THE SINKING OF THE GENERAL BELGRAND, ASSOCIATED IN MR POHER'S




CEHTTHE FALKUAND ISLANDS CRISTS) HAU BEEN"A "l‘;i*Ui‘l'l:ﬁ;tli?;UUb l’-‘!.'.ﬂ't.—i Ve
THE SINKING OF THE GENERAL BELGRANO, ASSGCIATED IN MR POWER’S‘ i
MIND WITH THE ACCIDENTAL SINKING OF THE IRISH TRAWLER SHARELGA BY

A BRITISH SUBMAR!ME (SEE MY TELNO 126, NOT TO ALL), MR HAUGHEY
SAID HE WOULD HOT ACCEPT STATEMENTS FROM MINISTERS THAT WERE WNOT IN
ACCORDANCE WITH GOVERNMENT POL ICYe

2.  EXPLAINING THE IRISH GOVERNMENT®S ATTITUDE TO EC SANCTIONS
DURING A TV [NTERVIEW LAST HMIGHT, THE TAOISEACH SAID: **SANCTIONS
DID NOT SUCCEED I THEIR OBJECTIVE, WITHDRAWING COULD CREATE A
BETTER ATMOSPHERE®®. WHEN HE WAS ASKED WHETHER IT WAS RIGHT TO
SINK THE BELGRANO, MR HAUGHEY REPL IED: *?) WOQULDN®T PASS ANY
JUDGEMENT ON THAT .ecoe IN A WAR SITUATION WHO CAN SAY WHAT 1S

RIGHT AND WHAT 1S WRONG,’?

3. WE CAN TAKE SOME ENCOURAGEMENT FROM MR HAUGHEY®S STEADIER L INE
AND THE CHANGE IN DIRECTIUN WHEN HE SAID THAT [RELAND WOULD NOT
UNILATERALLY ABANDON A COMMUNITY L INE ON SANCT IONS BEFORE THEY
EXP{RE ON 17 MAY (MY TELNO 128). THE EVENTS OF THE LAST FEW

DAYS SHOW THAY HE ALONE IS RESPONSIBLE FOR FOREIGN POLICY. THERE
WAS EVIDENCE FOR THIS YESTERDAY WHEN THE FOREIGN MINISTER ATTACKED
ME IN EMOTIONAL TERMS AT A RECEPTION FOR PRESIDENT REDDY. AS HE
REPEATEDLY SAID THAT HE WAS SPEAK ING PERSONALLY KIS REMARKS ARE

KOT WORTH REPORTING. | HAD THE CLEAR IMPRESSION THAT HE COULD OKLY
SPEAK AS HE DID BECAUSE HE HAD WO RESPONSIBILITY FOR POL ICY MAK ING
IN THIS MATTER.
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