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LEADER'S STEERING COMMITTIEE

6073 MEETING

5,00 p.m., Monday, 4th pecember 1978, in the
Leader's Room at the House of Commnuns.

AGENDA

1, Disperssl of Clwil Servants: A FPosltlon
Paper by the Research Department, LEc{78)74
- attachad.

2. Any other business.

Conserverailve Research papartment, SFP MHM
24 0ld Gueen Street, London, 3Wl. A40.11.78



Lec(78)50tn Mtg. SECRET
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LEADER'S STEERINC COMMITTEE

Minutes of the 60th Meeting held at 5.00 p.m.
on Monday, 4th December 1978, in the Leader's
Room at the House of Commons.

FPresent: Mrs, Thateher (in the Chalr}

Mr. YWhitelaw, S5ir Kelth Joseph,
Lord Carrington, Lord Thorneyeroft,
gir Ceoifrey iiowe, Mr. Pym,

g4y Ten GCilmour, Mr. Peyion,

HMr. Maude.

Mr. Atkins,

In attendance: Mr. Younger, YMr. Butler, Mr. Pattaen,
Ar. Yolfson, Mr. Ridley,
* My, Micholson, Hr. Rlock.

Apclogies: 4r. Frior.

1. Perty PFubilclty

irs. Thatcher reported on the cutcome of & meeting belbtwean
herself, certain colleazues, and offinials from Central Office
and the Research Depariment. It was agreed that:

(i) All Cront Lench spokesmen, including non-Aembers of
the Shadow Cabinet, would now receive the Calendar of Forthocoming
Events produced by the Research Department.

(11} The Communications Department, 1n consultation wikh
the Research Department, wou.d declds which snokesmen should be
invited Lo giva comments to the press and on televisicn and
radlio on the varlious events during the week. A record would be

; xept of cases where our offers to provide comment on televislon
. and radleo had been declined by the broadcasting authorities.

(i1} 3ic Géaffrey Howe would be making our main comments
on the outcome of the EEC heads of government summit on EHMS, andd
My, Pym, Mr. Lawson and others would also be commenting.

(iv} The Communications Department would invite other
spokeamen to react Lo other events during the week.

2. Digpersal ot Civll Servankts, LSc{73)74

There was z discussion on the basis of the nosition papsr
prepared by the Research Department. The suggested options set
out on page G of the paper wgre agreed. We would, in particular,
review the dispersal of posts already situated cutside Londeon,
guch as the nropeosed removal ol ROSLE from Bath and Glouvcestershire
to Glasgow. Weg would emphasize that we were not able in Opposition
to arrive at more definite Judgemsnts az to the desirability of
veriocus proposed moves. We wounld also emphasise the 1ikely
importance of the information contained in the forthcoming
stratholyde survey of the coonomic and social effects of dlspersil.

It was alsc agresd that there was no need €or the paper to
pe discussed by the tull Shadow Cabinet.




3. Hate Support Grant

Thera was a short dlscussion of the pburdens likely to be
imposed on the shire countles A5 & result of Mr. Shore's
declalons.

4., Developments Tollowing the Bingham Report

Mre., Thatcher reported that Lhe Quvernment was likely to
ingigt on a proposal to Set up a speclal Commission from bBoth
Youses of Parliament, chelred by a judge, to examine further
evidence and guestion witnesses as appropriate, There was a
digcussion and 1t was sgrecd that Mrs. Thatcher would seek &
further private neeting with the Prime Minister to ¢Xpress Qur
grave doubts as te the wisdom of proceeding on the lin2s the
Government were proposing.

The meeting ¢losed et 6.35 p.m.
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