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PRIME MINISTER 

STRIKERS AND SUPPLEMENTARY BENEFIT 

W h i l e s u p p o r t i n g the package o f p r o p o s a l s f o r f u l f i l l i n g our e l e c t i o n 
commitment on w h i c h t h e S e c r e t a r y o f S t a t e f o r I n d u s t r y m i n u t e d you 
on 2 8 November, I f e e l s t r o n g l y t h a t the q u e s t i o n o f when t h e s e p r o p o s a l s 
s h o u l d be made p u b l i c s h o u l d be d i s c u s s e d a t C a b i n e t and n o t s i m p l y 
c l e a r e d by c o r r e s p o n d e n c e , i n v i e w o f the v e r y d e l i c a t e s i t u a t i o n i n t o 
w h i c h we a r e g e t t i n g w i t h the t r a d e u n i o n s . The TUC a re c a l l i n g a 
c o n f e r e n c e o f u n i o n e x e c u t i v e s f o r 2 2 J a n u a r y . Mr M u r r a y and Mr U r w i n , 
a t my m e e t i n g w i t h TUC r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s on t h e f o r t h c o m i n g i n d u s t r i a l 
r e l a t i o n s l e g i s l a t i o n , b o t h s t r e s s e d the i m p o r t a n c e o f t h i s c o n f e r e n c e 
f o r the q u e s t i o n o f t he who le f u t u r e a t t i t u d e o f t h e t r a d e u n i o n movement 
towards the Government . 

Supp lemen ta ry b e n e f i t and s t r i k e r s i s a v e r y s e n s i t i v e a r e a f o r the 
t r a d e u n i o n s and i t i s c r u c i a l t h a t we s h o u l d n o t cause them 
u n n e c e s s a r y o f f e n c e by m i s h a n d l i n g our p r o p o s a l s . F o r t u n a t e l y we 
jiovf have room f o r manoeuvre__bo t I i_as_ j^a rd^ - ^he - ^ i jn ing__and . t he method 
o f i m p l e m e n t i n g them. These a r e m a t t e r s f o r c o l l e c t i v e d e c i s i o n 
and I s t r o n g l y u r g e t h a t we s h o u l d d i s c u s s them i  n C a b i n e t . 

I am c o p y i n g t h i s t o a l l C a b i n e t c o l l e a g u e s , Norman F o w l e r , M i c h a e l 
J o p l i n g and S i r R o b e r t A r m s t r o n g . 
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