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DICPCDAL OF NEW TOWN ASSETS 


"ou v.roto to me on 15 August nsking what c o n t r i b u t i o n the f i v e S c o t t i s h 

e / Towns might make $rx 1979/BO to the programme f o r the d i s p o s a l of 

p u b l i c r e c t o r a s s e t s . T am assuming th a t t h i s request r e l a t e s to 

i n d u s t r i a l m<d conmercli.l h o l d i n g s , s i n c e ac> >uiit has already been taken 

of the piOopects i n the housing f i e l d , and that you are c o n s i d u i i n g 

d i s p o s a l s a d d i t i o n a l to those f o r which p r o v i s i o n i s already made i n 

the C o r p o r a t i o n s ' e s t i m a t e s . 


I have now hsd d i s c u s s i o n s with the f i v e S c o t t i s h New Town Development 

C o r p o r a t i o n s , us a r e s u l t of which I propof <; to ask then to aim to pl a c e 

on the market t h i s year a s s e t s t o t a l l i n g £.r,i, i n a d d i t i o n to s a l e s already 

plf.nned: I would expect cash r e c e i v e d w i t h i n the cu r r e n t f i n a n c i a l year 

to be over £lm. 


I am s a t i s f i e d t h a t , given the l i m i t e d time a v a i l a b l e f o r a d d i t i o n a l 
r e a l i s a t i o n s w i t h i n the c u r r e n t year, i t would not be reasonable to expert 
the C o r p o r a t i o n s to achieve a h i g h e r f i g u r e than t h i s without severe 
finane ial p e n a l t i e s i n the way o f f o r c e d s a l e s ( t h e r e i s no pent-up b a c k l o g 
of demand i n Sc o t l a n d , where s a l e s were not so s e v e r e l y r e s t r i c t e d under 
the p r e v i o u s A d m i n i s t r a t i o n as i n England and Wales). In any comparison 
of these f i g u r e s with those s e t by Michael H e s e l t i n e f o r the E n g l i s h New 
Towns, i t i s important to bear i n mind the very great d i f f e r e n c e between 
the p o s i t i o n north and south o f the border. In England, a programme o f 
d i s s o l u t i o n f o r both Mark I and Mark II new towns i s now w e l l under way and 
the Commission f o r the New Towns, e s t a b l i s h e d as long ago as 1959, and which 
i s to c o n t r i b u t e some £40m o f the £100m, has a completed and mature range 
of commercial and i n d u s t r i a l a s s e t s to o f f e r . A f u r t h e r £44m i s , I understand, 
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to be c o n t r i b u t e d by the Mark II towns of Stevenage, B r a c k n e l l and 

Harlow. In S c o t l a n d , we are nowhere near t h i s stage of development, 

with o n l y East K i l b r i d e (expected to reach i t s t a r g e t p o p u l a t i o n i n the 

l a t e 1980s) being w i t h i n s i g h t o f the end of i t s r a p i d growth p e r i o d , 

and marketing w i l l i n any event be l e s s easy than i n the r e l a t i v e l y 

prosperous South Ea s t of England. What I have o f f e r e d i s , i n my view, 

an ambitious o b j e c t i v e , more than p r o p o r t i o n a t e to the c o n t r i b u t i o n 

expected from New Towns i n England which are i n f u l l process o f 

development. 


I t Is my i n t e n t i o n to maintain p r e s s u r e upon the New Town C o r p o r a t i o n s 

to achieve a maximum d i s p o s a l s programme. The C o r p o r a t i o n s are already 

aware of the Government's requirements i n t h i s r e s p e c t and are going 

forward v i g o r o u s l y with t h e i r p r e p n r a t i o n s f o r s a l e s . 


I am copying t h i s l e t t e r to the r e c i p i e n t I o f yours. 


George Youngar 
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