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By Julia Largdon,
Poltical Ceare:..pordent

Trw Cal:died
:come,

1()0 L new attetmo,
des nSa e nuts,. er to 7,,.17-7h€-:7..
Ireland, bu he immod:a-i.
encountered serious criteii-
from seine backbench Con-

The Northern Ireland Secre-
t2ry is to make a statement in
ihe Commons on Monday.
when it is expected that the
White Paper setting cut his
proposals will will be pub-
lished, subject only to the exi-
gencies of printing. What is

, less certain is the timing of
the publication of the proposed
bill.

This may also be produced
next week, possibly on Wednes-
day or Thursday. but because

Ulster prison transfers ruled
Out. page 4.

of tile cppii,iiion in the Tory
pLoiy, the ri,..-.-«briment may

.Z  tie V;hitt.e.
Papei.

One of the main sources of
criticism aimed 2t Mr Prior
yesterday was his failure to
consult Tory MPs sufficiently
before pressing his plans.

Mr Prior won an overwhelm-
ing majority from Ministers,
however, with an eloquent de-
fence of the need for action on
the grounds of th2 economic
devastation in the province.

He also laid out for his col-
leagues the importance of giv-
ing power to local
representatives in n'orthern
Ireland before the memory of
the responsibility involved in
eoercistag bower was forbetten.

It is stiii the Government's
intention to go ahead with the

:
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Mr Prio: is bob,rst, •
hatie suggested that. ifans- par-
ticular matter is held to have ;
" cross-community '' basking but
might not win support in tne
assembly even with a wei ghted
majority, the Secretary of
State should use his authority.

It is proposed that the minis-
ter would he obliged to put an
Order before the House of
Commons to give effect to the
proposal, although in such cir-
cumstances the Government
would not be under any obligar
tier as to its own corruiatment. '

Mr Prier will also atteinTt to
recto, e optoosit ion it- -

npeict.t•
assembly, once elet teu,
establishing a relatkeiy :tocis
number of paid rtsta.

He :s enpected te
that 18 of the 'ifiz memaers if
the aiseruhly should
salaried positions as chairn7en
or deputies of committee.;.

At the Northern Ireiartd
committee of Tory MPs last •
night there was outspoken cri-
ticism of the plan. A majorit:.
of the 15 to 20 members
present expressed their doubts
about proceedings and it was
suggested that Mr PoMr wbuiti
be forced to concede defeat.

The legislatior. becs:use of its
con,e,ltutlobt naldre.

Turn to hack page. col. 5
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fused Tory MR, ;even'.
wt-ekc ls the role of
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This !iiic aroused speculation
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