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C O N F I D E N T I A L 

MENTARY 1. The Cabinet were in fo rmed of the bus iness to be taken i n 
S the House of C o m m o n s dur ing the week beginning 14 A p r i l . 

ecurity 

i l l T H E P R I M E M I N I S T E R , summing up a b r i e f d i s cu s s i on , said that 
the M i n i s t e r s concerned should cons ider further , i n consultat ion 
with the Chance l l o r of the Duchy of L a n c a s t e r and the P a r l i a m e n t a r 
Sec re ta ry , T r e a s u r y , which Depar tments should be represented on 
the Standing Commi t t ee on the Soc ia l Secur i ty (No. 2) B i l l , and who 
should wind up the Second Reading debate. 

The Cabinet -

Invited the S e c r e t a r y of State for Soc ia l S e r v i c e s , i n 
consultat ion with the S e c r e t a r y of State for Emp loyment , 
the Sec r e t a r y of State for Scot land, the Sec r e t a r y of 
State for Wa les , the C h a n c e l l o r of the Duchy of L a n c a s t e r 
and the P a r l i a m e n t a r y Sec r e t a ry , T r e a s u r y , to give 
fur ther cons ide ra t ion to h e choice of Gove rnment 
spokesmen for the Soc ia l Secur i ty (No, 2) B i l l on 
Second Reading and i n Standing Commi t t e e , and to r epor t 
the outcome to the P r i m e M i n i s t e r . 

2. T H E F O R E I G N A N D C O M M O N W E A L T H S E C R E T A R Y 
S said that on the p rev ious day i t h a i looked as though tha United 

State* hootag»j» i n T e h r a n \rere about to be t r ans f e r r ed to the 
I ranian Gove rnment ' s cont ro l , but P r e s i d e n t B a n i - S a d r had now 
sa id that the l a tes t United States statement on the subject had been 
inadequate. The situation was there fore confused. In the view of 
H e r Ma jes ty ' s A m b a s s a d o r , however , some p r o g r e s s towards a 

e: sett lement of the p r o b l e m had p robab ly been ach ieved . 
Ith 
>ns, 

T H E F O R E I G N A N D C O M M O N W E A L T H S E C R E T A R Y said that the 
Schmidt recent v i s i t to B r i t a i n of the Chance l l o r of the F e d e r a l Republ ic of 

G e r m a n y , H e r r Schmidt , and h i s SLoreign M i n i s t e r , H e r r G e n s c h e r , 
had been notable for i t s exce l l ent a tmosphe re . D i s c u s s i o n of 
subjects other than the Eu ropean C o m m u n i t y had concentrated on 
Iran, on E a s t - W e s t re la t ions and on the Midd le E a s t and A f r i c a . 
T h e meet ing had ind icated a complete identity of views on these 
topics and had estab l ished a re lat ionship which would be of major 
value i n the future . 

The Cab inet -

T o o k note. 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

3. T H E P R I M E M I N I S T E R sa id that, although i t was c lea r 
f r o m he r talks with Chance l l o r Schmidt , and the F o r e i g n and 
Commonwea l th S e c r e t a r y ' s p a r a l l e l d i s c u s s i o n with H e r r G e n s c h e r , 
that i t would be unduly op t imis t i c to count on other M e m b e r s of the 
E u r o p e a n C o m m u n i t y ( E C ) be ing w i l l ing to f ind the amounts of money 
that would be r equ i r ed for a sat i s factory solution of the p r o b l e m of 
B r i t a i n ' s net contr ibut ion to the E C Budget, the talks had taken p lace 
i n a good a tmosphere . On the re la ted i s s u e s , she had r e s i s t ed 
Chance l l o r Schmidt ' s p r e s s u r e for any package to inc lude a se r i e s of 
p r i n c i p l e s for so lv ing the f i s h e r i e s p r o b l e m . But she had accepted 
that i t was reasonab le to t r y to settle other outstanding p r o b l e m s i n 
wh ich other countr ies had an in te res t , l i ke sheepmeat and poss i b l y 
a g r i cu l tu r a l p r i c e s , within the same t imesca l e as the budget i s sue , 
p r o v i d e d that they were dealt with on their m e r i t s . 

In a b r i e f d i s c u s s i o n i t was repor ted that P r e s i d e n t G i s c a r d 
appeared f r o m a recent statement to have abandoned the idea of a 
l i n k between f i sh and the budget; and that, a fter consul t ing the 
L o r d P r i v y Sea l , the M i n i s t e r o f A g r i c u l t u r e , F i s h e r i e s and F o o d 
had responded favourab ly to a r ecen t approach f r o m h i s F r e n c h 
counterpart suggesting b i l a t e r a l ta lks on matters of mutual in te res t 
before the next E u r o p e a n C o u n c i l . 

The Cab inet -

T o o k note. 

4. T H E H O M E S E C R E T A R Y said that there was a pos s i b i l i t y 
o f i ndus t r i a l ac t ion by Scott i sh water wo rke r s , who unl ike their 
counterparts i n Eng l and , had not yet reached ag reement with their 
e m p l o y e r s . T h e danger point was s t i l l p robab ly a week o r m o r e 
away. The C i v i l Con t ingenc i e s Unit had met and the Sec re t a ry of 
State for Scotland had d i s c r e t i o n to take ce r t a in p recaut ionary steps, 
i n consultat ion with other M i n i s t e r s concerned , i f they should prove 
n e c e s s a r y . A further meet ing of the Unit would be he ld i f r e q u i r e d . 
In h i s absence abroad the S e c r e t a r y of State for E m p l o y m e n t had 
k ind ly agreed to act as i ts c h a i r m a n . 

The Cab inet 

T o o k note. 

Cab inet Off ice 

3 A p r i l 1980 




