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24th October 1979 


NEDC 


I n my l e t t e r o f 17 Octo b e r , I s a i d t h a t I would 

w r i t e to you a g a i n about the p o s s i b i l i t y o f the Prime 

M i n i s t e r t a k i n g the c h a i r a t a meeting o f NEDC e a r l y i n 

1980. " 


The C o u n c i l w i l l be meeting on t h e a f t e r n o o n of 
9 J a n u a r y and i n the morning o f 6 F e b r u a r y and 5 March. 
The agendas have not y e t been f i x e d and i t s h o u l d be 
p o s s i b l e to t a k e account of the Prime M i n i s t e r ' s w i s h e s i  f 
she d e c i d e s to a t t e n d one of t h e s e m e e t i n g s . The major 
i t e m s i n p r o s p e c t f o r t h e s e meetings a r e a c l u t c h o f 
r e l a t e d p a p e r s by the Departments o f Employment and 
I n d u s t r y , NEDO and the TUC on t e c h n o l o g i c a l change, 
i n c l u d i n g m i c r o - e l e c t r o n i c s , i n d u s t r i a l a d j u stment and 
employment. which c o u l d p r o b a b l y be t a k e n i n J a n u a r y 
or F e b r u a r y ; a paper by the Department o f I n d u s t r y on the 
F i n n i s t o n Report on the s u p p l y and use o f e n g i n e e r s , 
which s h o u l d be a v a i l a b l e f o r J a n u a r y or F e b r u a r y ; and 
a paper on c o m p e t i t i o n p o l i c y by the Department o f Trade 
which they hope to have ready f o r a meeting i n F e b r u a r y 
or March. The f i r s t i t e m i s l i k e l y t o produce the most 
s u b s t a n t i a l d i s c u s s i o n i n C o u n c i l and w i l l a t t r a c t most 
o u t s i d e i n t e r e s t . I n a d d i t i o n to one of t h e s e i t e m s , 
we would e x p e c t the meeting to i n c l u d e a r e p o r t hx 
the Chairman o f a S e c t o r Working P a r t y , which i s a 
r e g u l a r f e a t u r e of meetings and which we t h i n k would be o f 
i n t e r e s t t o the Prime M i n i s t e r , and a t h i r d i t e m which 
would p r o b a b l y c o v e r some more d e t a i l e d a s p e c t o f i n d u s t r i a l 
performance. 

There i s , as I have i n d i c a t e d , some f l e x i b i l i t y 

about the t i m i n g o f the major i t e m s and i f you c o u l d l e t 

me know ve r y soon which date would be c o n v e n i e n t f o r the 

Prime M i n i s t e r and whether she has a p r e f e r e n c e f o r one 


/ o f them 


T L a n k e s t e r E s q . 




of them we w i l l seek to s e t t l e the agenda w i t h the o t h e r 

p a r t i e s to the C o u n c i l a c c o r d i n g l y . 


I am c o p y i n g t h i s l e t t e r to I a n E l l i s o n , I a n F a i r , 

S t u a r t Hampson, B i l l B u r r o u g h s , and M a r t i n V i l e . 


M.A. HALL 
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From the Private Secretary 2 November 1979 

The Prime M i n i s t e r h a s now c o n s i d e r e d y o u r l e t t e r o f 

25 O c t o b e r about f u t u r e m e e t i n g s o f NEDC. 


The P r i m e M i n i s t e r would l i k e t o t a k e t h e C h a i r a t .the 

NEDC m e e t i n g on 9 J a n u a r y on t h e b a s i s t h a t t h e agenda f o r t h a t 

m e e t i n g w i l l be t h e p a p e r s mentioned i n you r l e t t e r on t e c h n o l o g i c a l 

change, i n d u s t r i a l a d j u s t m e n t and employment; a r e p o r t from t h e 

Chairman o f a S e c t o r Working P a r t y ; and some d e t a i l e d a s p e c t of 

i n d u s t r i a l p e r f o r m a n c e . No doubt t h e s e p a p e r s w i l l be c i r c u l a t e d • 

w e l l i n advance, but t h e Prime M i n i s t e r h a s s p e c i f i c a l l y a s k e d 

w h e t h e r we c o u l d s e e an o u t l i n e of t h e SWP Chairman's r e p o r t 

b e f o r e he makes i t . 


1 would be g r a t e f u l f o r b r i e f i n g i n due c o u r s e . I f f o r any 

r e a s o n t h e agenda h a s t o be changed, p l e a s e c o u l d you l e t me 

know i m m e d i a t e l y . 


I am s e n d i n g a copy o f t h i s l e t t e r t o I a n E l l i s o n (Department 

o f I n d u s t r y ) , I a n F a i r (Department o f Employment), S t u a r t 

Hampson (Department o f T r a d e ) , B i l l B u r r o u g h s (Department o f 

E n e r g y ) and M a r t i n V i l e ( C a b i n e t O f f i c e ) . 


T. P. L A N K E S T E R 

M a r t i n H a l l , E s q . , M. V. 0. ,

HM T r e a s u r y . 



