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P r e s i d e n t C a r t e r ' s Energy P r o p o s a l s 


Dr. Ruhfus t e l e p h o n e d at 1245 t o l e t us know the l i n e 

on P r e s i d e n t C a r t e r ' s energy p r o p o s a l s which i  t was b e i n g 

recommended t o C h a n c e l l o r Schmidt (who i s on a v i s i t t o 

Norway) t h a t t h e F e d e r a l German spokesman s h o u l d t a k e at 

h i s r e g u l a r p r e s s b r i e f i n g i n t h e e a r l y p a r t o f t h i s a f t e r n o o n . 

The F e d e r a l Government welcomed P r e s i d e n t C a r t e r ' s d e c l a r a t i o n 

on energy p o l i c y . H i s announced i n t e n t i o n t o reduce American 

o i l i m p o r t s by h a l f by 1990 was i n l i n e w i t h t h e r e s p o n s i b i l i t y 

f o r t h e s t a b i l i t y of the w o r l d economy which the U n i t e d S t a t e s 

bore as the l a r g e s t o i  l consuming c o u n t r y of the w o r l d . 


The F e d e r a l Government was c o n v i n c e d t h a t t h e energy 

problem c o u l d be s o l v e d i n t h e l o n g - t e r m o n l y i f t h e major 

i n d u s t r i a l s t a t e s made g r e a t e r e f f o r t s t o save energy and 

i n p a r t i c u l a r t o reduce o i l consumption and to make more use 

of a l t e r n a t i v e s o u r c e s of energy. P r e s i d e n t C a r t e r ' s s t a t e m e n t 

was an i m p o r t a n t c o n t r i b u t i o n t o t h e achievement of t h e s e 

o b j e c t i v e s . H i s p r o p o s a l s f o r t h e i n d u s t r i a l p r o d u c t i o n of 

s y n t h e t i c f u e l , f o r the r e d u c t i o n of the use o f o i l i n 

e l e c t r i c Dower p l a n t s and f o r the energy s a v i n g i n p r i v a t e 

accommodation \ess courageous. 


The F e d e r a l Government was c o n v i n c e d t h a t t h e a c t i v e 

i m p l e m e n t a t i o n o f P r e s i d e n t C a r t e r ' s p l a n s was of g r e a t 

i m p o r t a n c e f o r t h e w o r l d ' s energy s u p p l y and f o r t h e 

development of the w o r l d economy. They hoped t h e r e f o r e t h a t 

h i s programme would be s u p p o r t e d by the U n i t e d S t a t e s Congress 

and the American p e o n l e . 


In r e sponse t o a q u e s t i o n from me Dr. Ruhfus s a i d t h a t 

they had d e c i d e d not t o i n c l u d e a c r i t i c a l comment about 

P r e s i d e n t C a r t e r ' s apparent f a i l u r e t o do a n y t h i n g t o r a i s e 

t h e d o m e s t i c p r i c e of o i l . In coming t o t h i s view they had 

t a k e n account of <**±r u n d e r s t a n d i n g t h a t P r e s i d e n t G i s c a r d 

was g o i n g t o make t h i s o o i n t i n h i s p u b l i c comment. 


Dr. Ruhfus 
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Dr. Ruhfus added t h a t t h e Germans were s t i l  l c o n s i d e r i n g 
t h e i r r e a c t i o n t o the p r o p o s a l t h a t t h e r e s h o u l d be a m e e t i n g 
of Energy M i n i s t e r s t o r e v i e w the f o l l o w - u p t o Tokyo. I t o l d 
him t h a t t h e l i n e which was l i k e l y t o be put t o you f o r 
a p p r o v a l was t h a t we a c c e p t e d t h a t such a m e e t i n g was i n e v i t a b l e 
now t h a t b o t h the F r e n c h and Americans had agreed upon the need 
f o r one but t h a t we would want i t t o t a k e p l a c e i n the l a t e 
autumn r a t h e r than i n e a r l y September, as t h e F r e n c h were 
o r o p o s i n g . Dr. Ruhfus s a i d t h a t the Germans would t a k e account 
of our views (which we know are c l o s e t o t h o s e of o f f i c i a l s i n 
the F e d e r a l M i n i s t r y o f Economics) i n d e c i d i n g what t h e i r l i n e 
s h o u l d be. 

16 J u l y 1979 



