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LEADER 'S _CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE
2E0SS o SOPVITATIVE COMMITTEE
Minutes of the 2061st Meeting held at 5.00 Pm.
on Wednesday, 26th April 1978, fn the Leader's

Foom at the House of Commone.

Present: ¥rs. Thetcher (in the Chair)

Mr. Whitelaw, Sir Keith Joseph,
Lord Hailsham, Lord Thorneycroft,
Sir Geoffrey Howe, Mr. Prior,

Mr. Pym, Sir lan Ciimour,

Mr. Peyton, Mp. Devies, Mr. Jenkin,
Mr. fleseltine, Mr. St. John Stevas,
Mr. jlaude, Mr. Edwarde, Mr. Nott,
ra. Oppenheim, Mr. King,

Mr. Taylor.

Mr. Atkins.

In attendance: 8ip Michael Havers, Mr. Butler,
Er, Stanley, Mr. Pattan,
Mr. Ridley, Mr. Nicholasorn.

Apologles: Lord Carrington, Mr, Meave.

1. Propostq Business for the Wesk 2na-8th May

®
-y

On Tueaday, 2nd May, Sip Anthony Keyer would seek leave to
intreduce his Bank Hotidays {Amendment) B111 under the :0 Minute
Rule. Thiz would be followed by a Supply Day and by Debates on
she Enlargement of the European Commmunity (Mr., Hurd and
Hr. Rippon), on EEC Document R/5/77 on Commercial Agemts and on
& Motion relating to the Milk (GB) {Amendmont} Order (Mr. Jopling}.

On Mednegday, 3r¢ May, Mr. R. Adley would seek leave to
introduce his Trades Unlons {Fresdem of Polltteal Assoclation)
Bi11 under ths 10 Minute Rule. This would be followed by the
Bepart Stage of the Wales Bill {Mr, Pym anc team) .

On Thursday, 4th May, there would be a4 Motion te refer to
tht Committee of Privileges the Leeues relating to the Speaker's
ruling on 218t April., This would be followed by & debate on -
Rhodesia.

On Friday, Sth May, thepe would he the Private Members' Biils
of M. T, Fletcher, Mr., T. Skeet and Mr. 5. Roes,

On Monday, 8th May, there would be the lst day of the
Committee Stage of the Flpance Bill (S1ir Geoffrey Howe and team} .

Hattvers Arieing on Business
There wae s digcussion and the following pointe ware apreed:
{1} We should seek to have the Motion on the Speaker's
ruling or 21kt April and the Committee of Privileges mopved to
Tussday, 2nd May.
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{1i} Witk regard to the Committee of Privileges issue we
should seek to Keep the guestion of the future of the 0fficlal
Secrets Act out of this debate. While we noted that Kembers
were at liberty to refer tc alleged breaches of rules of the House
by four individual Labour Members until the lssue had been
referred to the Committee of Privileges, once the Motion had
been accepted by the Heuze we mhould exercisc restraint on
this subject.

{1ii) We should not vote In the debate on Rhodesia on
Thursday, 4th May. Hr. Davies wag invited to be prasant at the
Business Committes after the meeting of the LCC to explain our
poeition 1n that debate. Hembera were invited to read
Lord Home's speech on the subject delivered that afternoom
in the House of Lords.

{iv) We ghould not vote on any of the European issues
arleing on Tuesday, 2nd Hay.

Committee on the Finance Bill

$ir Geoffrey Howe reported on the discussions in the
Finance Committee and the line which he thought it best for us
te take., Mr. Atkine reported on the likely attitudes of the
Nationaliste and Ulster Unioniste. There was & discusalon
and 1t w reed that we should meve amendments to reduce the
standard race 0f income tax by 1p and for congsequential cute in
the higher ratem. Ws should seek to explaln fully te the country
our reasons for taking this course rather than meving
no tex-cuiting amendmants or aeeking tc make more extenslve tax
cuts, We should mlso emphasise that we wished to pay for these
aute by savings in public epanding, although it would almo be
pomsible for the Government to ralse the rate of VAT to 10%.
It was important not to give either the Government or the TUG
an opportunity te blame us for the likely increase Ln the rate
of inflation later in the year.

Colleagues Were urged toc say nothing about this matter to
the presz that evening; Sir Gsoffrey Howe woeuld explain it in
full in his &peech on the Finanoe Bill the following day.

@ther Bumineas

The appropriate members of the Shadow Cabinet were
requeated by Lord Hailsham te give some coneideratlon to the
issues that they wished to debate further on the Seotland and
Wales Bllls ae 4 result of Lorde' amendments.

The meeting closed at §.10 p.m.
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