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ERiS CONSULTATIVE COMMITZEE

¥ivites of the 88h Meeting held at 5.00 p.o.
‘on-Mondey, 15th December 1975, in the
Leader's Room ‘a% the Hoéuse of Commons

Presents Mre. Thatcher '(in the Cheir)

Mr. Whitelak, Sir Keith Josegh. .
Loid Hpilsham, Sir-Geoffrey Howe
Mr, Gilmouy, Iord Carrington
Mr. Prior, lr, Jenkin,

HMr. Peyton, Mr. $t. John=Stevaa-
Mr.* Heseltine, Mr. Raison

Mr, Mgude, Mr. Buchanan~-Smith
Y¥r. Edwards, Mr. Neave

¥r. Younger, HMr. Fowler_ ..
¥rs. Oppenheim, Mr. Jopling
Lord Thorneycroft

¥r. Atkine

Apologiest Mr. ‘Mandling '
In attendance: Nr. Higgins, Nr. lontgomery
¥r. Butler, Mr. Forman
= Mr, Ridley,-Mr. Nicholson

Reaction o the Uovernment Statement on Chrvsler (backsround
Bper L) 2584 C) [3] TNET

¥r. Heseltine explained how he proposed o react to what
was expected to be in the statement and Mr. Buchanan-Smith
explained the state of opinion in Scotland, There was a
discussion, It was agreed to oppose the bailing=-out of
Chrysler and to vote against the Government on Tuesday evening,
It waes alac agreed that we should emphasise the following
pointa:

{2) Chrysler workers were unjustifiably being given
privileged treatment which would not be svailable to theousands
of other redundant workers.

() The Government's meapures would inerease unemployment
in the long term,

{c) The Government had shown maseive incompetence and
had weskly given way to Mr. Riceardo'’s pressure,

(4) The bailing-out of Chrysler made nonsense of the
Chequers' industriesl etrategy.

(e} Wo should emphasise sympathy Ffor those whe were to
lope their jobs, while blaming unicn militants, inflationary
pay cloims and wesk management for the debacle. We should
avold giving the impreesion that we thought Chrysler werkers
deserved to be unemployed.

(f) We should examine what help, if any, could be expected
for Linweod from the European Social Pund as one way of meeting
the Government's point that & refusal to bail-out the company
would have led to the deatructisn of an sntire tonpeny, Fownh
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lmport Cortrols (FPasper by Mr. Higgine ICCA75/91)

¥r. Higgins Tntrod0esT his paper: " "After a short discussion,
hir appropch was agreedy.namely that we should oppose import
controle but press for qore Vigorous. action sgminst dumping.
It was also agreed that we might indicete. thaf much of the
demsge had already been done, since goods had already besn
imported. in the expactation of import controls,

Beaction to the Chancellorts Statament -

o R P AN

It wap agreed that we. ghpuld probably vote against the
Government on Wednesday nighk, if ngt on the package outlined
by Mr..Healey, then pn the Government's disestrous economic
recg{d. A final. degisjon Would. be taken at Wednesday's
meeting. . - o L. Lt

.

-

Other Buainess

V. Whitelaw asiced-for g.&iscussion at & later meeting
on whether we ghould table amendments for the Devolution debate
due to take place in the week beginning 12%h January, and on
how we should vota, It was ngreed to postpone discussion of
lr, Jenkin's paper on Tectics in the House of Commons (ICC/75/92)
to a later mesting.

o

The Medting closed at 6.20 pum.
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